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TRAVELS 


FRANCE, TURKEY, &c. 


LETTER XV. 


— May 10, 2798- - 

Is conſequence of a multipli- 
city of engagements, from which I could 
not poſſibly diſentangle myſelf, I was ob- 
liged yeſterday to conclude my letter very 
abruptly. I have not, however, allowed 
myſelf to remain long idle, and by reſum- 
ing my narrative ſo ſoon, the, whole will 
in all probability be conveyed to you by 
Vor. II. B 
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the ſame poſt, fo that your curiofity will 
not ſuffer very materially from the anxiety 
of ſuſpenſe. 5 

St. Sophia has ſerved as a model to all 
or leſs in imitation of it. The Solimany, 
the ſecond, approaches neareſt to its pro- 
totype both in the coftlineſs of its marble, 
cipal dome. The next in rank is the 
moſch of Valide*, the favourite fultana 
of Ibrahim, and mother of Mahomet the 
fourth, an enterpriſing and ambitious 
councils, and managed the affairs of the 


 ©* Valide-Sulana is 2 general appellation for 
_ fultana-mother. 
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tained permiſſion to build a public place 
of worſhip. 
As the grand ſeignor goes publicly 
to moſch but once a week, which is on a 


friday ; the day after our arrival, we made 
a point of ſeeing the ceremony. 
Croſſing over from Galata *, before we 
above an hour in rowing about the har- 
bour, which preſents one of the moſt 
unaginable. It is very ſpacious, being fif- 
teen or ſixteen miles in circumference, and 
the water is covered with ſhips of war, 
merchantmen from different quarters of 
the globe, and a furprifing number of 


* Galata forms the northern entrance of the har- 
dour, and is ſeparated from Conſtantinople by a nar- 
row channel. 


B 2 
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remarkable for their elegance of ſhape and 
This harbour, on account of its curved 


are in ſome parts double, and defended by 
towers, are ſtill in tolerable repair; but 
the ſtreets have a more gloomy appear- 
ance than thoſe of Galata or Pera. They 
and, from the unevenneſs of the ground, 
are very fatiguing to foot paſſengers. All 
the houſes are built of wood, which is 
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brought from the coaſts of the Black ſea, 
and they conſiſt, in general, of two ſtories, 
of which the upper one projects ſo much, 
that in many places you can ſhake hands 
acroſs a ftreet. You are now and then 
furpriſed by the appearance of a bazar, a 
market, a caravanſary, a moſch, or a 
public bath, which diverts the attention 
from the inſipid dulneſs of private dwel- 
lings. In our way to the ſeraglio, we 
paſſed through the ſtreet of Adrianople, 
which is the wideſt and longeſt in the 
city. We were attended in this excur- 
ſion by a janizary and a dragoman, or in- 
terpreter, the one ſerving, as a ſecurity to 
our perſons, the other, to explain to us 
what we were about to ſee. A number 
of theſe dragomans are attached to the 
B 3 
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expert at languages, and their knowledge 
to the higheſt offices of the ftate. Many 
of them, however, arc too prudent to ac- 
cept of places at a court, where nothing 
is ſtable, where one revolution ſpeedily 
where the road to preferment is alfo the 
road to ruin. 
When we reached the ſeraglio, the ful- 
tan * was on his return, which is an exact 
pompous train of an oriental monarch, and, 
| as is generally the caſe, when the reality 
was preſented to my ſenſes, my diſappoint- 


* The name of the preſent emperor is Selim III. 
He fucceeded to the throne of his anceſtors on the 6th 
of April 1589. 
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though coſtly, being lined with furs of 
great value, were rather plain than bnl- 


by the janizarics, a rank of whom were 
falutation is remarkable, and exhibits a 


humility. They incline their heads to one 
mating by this geſture, that their lives are 
at the entire diſpoſal of theſe fupercilious 
tyrants. How the character of man ſhrinks 
from the dignity which nature meant it to 
aſſert in the ſcale of creation, when it ſub- 
mits to ſuch demonſtrations of ductile im- 
becility and timid baſeneſs! They were 
very ſhabbily clothed, but as they receive 
hardly any pay from their maſter, they, 
poor fellows! are very excuſable. The 
ſultan did not appear till near the cloſe of 


diſguſting picture of Eaſtern ſervitude and 
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the ſhape of a fan. He is rather a hand- 
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carried before him, and he was furrounded 
by about thirty pages on foot, who wore 
caps ornamented with immenſe plumes of 
feathers, thickly planted, and extended in 


ſome man, about thirty years of age, and 
was mounted on a beautiful Arabian 
ſteed . He looked remarkably grave, and 
their ſalutation both to the turban and the 


the ſultan geverally goes about the city on horſeback. 
— When he takes a ride a few miles into the country, 

he is attended by a numerous guard, which is very di- 
ligent in keeping the road clear from the intruſion of 


ſtrangers. His horſes are brought from Arabia and 
the remoteſt provinces of the empire, and are pur- 
chaſed at a great expence. 
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feeling any emotions of awe and reſpect, I 
rather regarded him with an eye of alter- 
although poſſeſſed of one of the fineſt and 
moſt extenſive countries in the world, his 
| ſituation is far from being enviable. Be- 
fore he was clevated to the throne, he was 
kept a cloſe priſoner, and never allowed to 
ftir without the walls of the ſeraglio. 
Totally uninformed, and blinded by the 
impoſing artiices and gentle adulation of 

iniſters, his life is a conſtant deluſion, 
and he is the continual ſport of craft and 
corruption. The knowledge of every 
refine the underſtanding of man is care- 
fully ſuppreſſed, that the hatred of vice 
may not be imbibed, and that its votaries 
may not be puniſhed. Unacquainted with 
the nobleſt feelings of our nature, and 
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forbidden the enjoyment of a friendſhip 
founded on mutual eſteem, all his plea- 
fares muſt flow from a contaminated 
ſource. Bribery, corruption, and cruelty, 
vernment, and the dread of his people is 
the ſupport and ſecurity of his power. 
Such is the humiliating portrait of a def- 
pot's life! 
The ſeraglio, which was begun by Ma- 
homet II. is a vaſt but inclegant pile of 
ſtone buildings, fituated on a point of land 
which runs into the ſea, and which is the 
ſpot where formerly flouriſhed the city of 
Byſantium. It is incloſed by high walls, 
| which are faid to be nearly three miles in 
circumference, and is enlivened with gilded = 
ſpires and turrets, and a multitude of 
ſmall domes which are roofed with lead. 
Including the haram, it conſiſts of twelve 
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courts, which have been erected at diffe- 
rent periods, and according to the various 
| taſtes of the reigning princes; ſo that 
but little attention, if any, has been paid 
to uniformity, or the common rules of 
architecture. The apartments are ſpa- 
our ideas of taſte. They are chiefly or- 
| namented with Turkiſh inſcriptions , ſen- 
tences of Arabic; pictures which are very 
moſt glaring colours; fountains; mar- 
ble baſons; ſofas; baths; and the pre- 
baſſadors from foreign courts, ſuch as mir- 
rours, vaſes, carpets, &c. The upper 
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gardens, where they flecp in the ſummer 
time after dinner, or fit chatting with their 


originates. It is very lofty, and arched at 
top; and, on each fide, there are ſeveral 
four hundred porters keep guard at the 
different gates, of whom forty or fifty arc 
of vengeance whom the fultan diſpatches 
to his provinces for the heads of thoſe go- 
vernors, who have · diſobeyed his orders, or 
Of the twelve courts, firangers are 
contain the offices for the reſidence of the 
menial ſervants; an infirmary for the 
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and ſurgeons regularly attend; the flock = 
of wood for the conſumption of the pa- 
lace; along range of kitchens, which have 
domes with holes in the centre to let out 
the ſmoke; a ſmall table, where thoſe 


horſes are kept which are reſerved for the 


emperor's particular uſe; the divan; 
the treaſury; and the mint. The ſe- 
cond court is better paved, and, in every 
reſpect, much handſomer than the firſt. 
It is laid with turf in the middle, em- 
belliſhed with fountains, and furrounded 
with a gallery which is ſupported by 
pillars of marble. The divan, where 
ne audiences, and where they deliver 
their admiſſion to the fultan, is nothing 
more than a large hall, covered with 
8 
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wainſcoting, Here it is that the grand 
| vizier preſides as judge, and determines all 
civil and criminal cauſes. He convenes a 
of buſimeſa, and every fubject of the em- 
of being heard. But, as trials are deter- 
mined very rapidly; as little trouble is 
taken to inveſtigate the truth; as the teſ- 
timony of any witneſs is admitted; as 
the rich, in every country, diſcover their 
_ influence; and as there is no appeal from 
the decifion of the judge; the innocent 
together; and it is but ſeldom that ſtrict 
and impartial juſtice is adminiſtered. On 
points of religion or affairs of conſcience, 
the vizier applies to the muſti, who is al- 
ways preſent, and is guided by his advice. 
In the provincial towns the cadis are in- 
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veſted with nearly a fimilar extent of ju- 
dicial authority ; but as their integrity is 
more expoſed to the allurements of a 
| bribe, and the effects of prejudice are felt 
in greater force, the ſource of juſtice is 
orders nor the janizaries are amenable to 
ſeparate tribunals. Our conductor alſo 
pointed out to us the place where the 
grand vizir's head is generally expoſed, 
after depoſition. At this moment that im- 
portant but perilous office is vacant. The 
laſt who filled it was an able and popular 
man; but through the cabals and intrigues 
of his enemies, he was lately diſmiſſed, and 
another is not yet appointed to ſucceed 
him. The almoſt invariable rule of de- 
collation was waved in his favour, and he 
has been permitted to retire ; but, being 

Vor. II. C 
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veryrich, he is perhaps reſerved for a day of 
Inn the mint a number of men are con- 
ſtantly employed in manufacturing the va- 
nous coins of the country, which, accord- 
ing to the exigencies of the ſtate, are de- 
baſed and diminiſhed. At preſent, their 
intrinfic value is ſo ſmall, that, out of 
Turkey, they will ſcarcely paſs for any 
thing. One part of this office is allotted 
for the fabrication of ornamental gold and 
ſilver for the ſeraglio, and they ſhewed us 
and the workmanſhip of which was very 
good. | 
This is all that a ſtranger is permitted 
to explore. To penetrate farther, the 
penalty would be death. 
The internal government of the ſerag- 
lo is entirely under the management of 
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the chiefs of the black and white cunuchs. 
The kiflar aga, or chief of the black eu- 
1 
emolument. n e 
col all the royal moſchs, and the appoint- 
ment of the officers attached to their ſer- 
vice. He is purveyor to the pleaſures of 
his maſter, has an abſolute ſway in the 
apartments of the women, and is the re- 
ſponſible guardian of their honour. The 
— cupoeBag 


ä tit 
of the- provinces. They are never allow- 
ed to fiir without the walls of the ſerag- 
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in the filence of neglect, or the torments 
of deſpair, and where every word, and 
action, and look; is rigidly watched by the 
jealous vigilance of their haughty and ſul- 
len keepers. 

| The capi aga, or chief of the white 
cunuchs, alſo poſſeſſes a very extenſive au- 
thority. He commands all the pages of 
the palace, and ſuperintends the educa- 
tion of the young men who are brought 
222. * whoy have a 
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palace, to the command of armies, and 
the government of provinces. The ſtrict- 
ON ann TAY 
miſdemeanor, and are obliged to paſs 
through a long and perilous noviciate, be- 
fore they arrive at the honour of attend- 
ing on the perſon of their maſter. Thoſe 
dowed with ſtrong and active powers of 
body, are reſerved for the menial offices 
of the palace, and make up the liſt of por- 
ters, cooks, butchers, and gardeners. 
i is a moſt magnificent fountain, which was 
”” builtby Achmet III. and is richly adorned 
in Turkiſh and Arabic characters. 
Every fultan, when he dies, has a 
mauſoleum creed to his memory. On 

C 3 
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our return home, we ſtopped to fee 


that of the late emperor. His aſhes 
is covered with embroidered cloth, and 


6 
others, by a turban, which is placed on a 
| cuſhion at his head. 

| The ceremonies, which the Turks ob- 
ſerve at the interment of their dead, arc 
very curious. When any perſon dies, it 
81 ately publiſhed by the dreadful 


belonging to the houſe. All his relations 
and friends then aſſemble, and join in 
theſe lamentations, after which a mourn- 
ful dirge is ſung to his praiſe, and a ſo- 
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defirous that they ſhould thrive. It is 
imagined that the defunct, ſhortly after 
his interment, undergoes a ſevere exami- 
nation, and that, according to the life he 
has led, he is tormented by the agents of 
hell, or comforted by the miniſters of hea- 
ven, who reveal to his enraptured fight, 
the hanging gardens, delicious fruits, re- 
ſplendent fountains, and beautiful dam- 
ſels, which will be his reward, on his en- 

As the Turks never deſtroy any mo- 
numents, nor bury twice in the fame 
which is conſecrated to the dead, is very 
_ extenſive. Their burying-places are al- 
ways ſituated near the highways, that they 
may excite the attention and compaſſion 
of paſſengers, and induce them to pray for 
the peace and felicity of the departed 
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ſpirits; and the cypreſſes with which 
they are planted, give them a very folemn 
appearance. The monuments conſiſt of 
two large ſtones, which are raifed at the 
head and foot of the grave, and many of 
quently of fine marble, and are orna- 
_ mented with inſcriptions in letters of 
gold, and white or green turbans or bon- 
nets: and ſome few, which are erected 
to the memory of perſons of rank, are en- 
cloſed with an iron rail which is painted 
green. But they ſcem to groan under the 
weight of their decorations, and are to- 
tally devoid of taſte. Thoſe of the wo- 


men are not allowed theſe faſtidious 
Gina; 


One day, as I was walking about the 
city, I bad an opportunity of obſerving 
the devout attention which the Muſſul- 
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mans pay to the funeral rites of their 
a man, who, but a few hours before, had 
died of the plague. When they were 
fatigued, they put down the bier in the 
middle of the ſtreet, and ſhortly after, as 
many others took it up. This ceremony 
till it was conveyed to the place of inter- 
ment; it being one of the moſt ſacred 
duties of their religion, never to refuſe 
A prieſt marched ſolemnly before, and 
chanted aloud, as he led the way. | 

The caſtle of the Seven Towers is 
ſituated on that angle of the city, which 
borders on the ſea of Marmara. It is 
built in the form of a pentagon, and the 
roof is covered with lead. The treafure 
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poſited there, but it has fince been con- 
verted into a ſtate prion, to which the 
foreign ambaſſadors are ſent, whenever 
their maſters declare war againſt the 
Porte. The fultan conſiders himſelf fo 
ſuperior to every other potentate, that he 
leges which are ſo rigidly enforced in 
chriſtian countries, in favour of the re- 
preſentatives of crowned heads. 
At a ſhort diſtance from the Hippo- 
drome, there is a large fubterraneous 


building, which is arched, and ſupported 


by a great many bulky ftone pillars. At 


preſent it is occupied by filk ſpinners ; 


but is conjectured to have been for- 
merly a reſervoir for water, that, in caſe 
* The laſt foreign miniſter that was impriſoned 


there was the Ruſſian envoy ia 1784, previous to the 
commencement of hoſtilities. 


28 TRAVELS 


of fire, there might be an immediate 
fupply. If it were ſtill reſerved for that 


purpoſe it would not be amiſs, for the 


ravages of this devouring clement are very 
frequently and very ſeverely felt. From 
this place we went to ſee the emperor's 
wild beaſts, which arc kept in an old 
tower; but we found nothing very cu- 
rious or rare, and moſt of the capital 
cities of Europe can boaſt of a better 

Several of the hans at Conſtantino- 
ple, are magnificent buildings, of a ſquare 
pable of accommodating two or three 
pretty numerous, are not to be remarked 
for their elegance. They, however, in 
general, poſſeſs the moſt eligible ſitua- 
tions, which is the caſe, I think, in every 
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country where monaſteries have been 
erected. The markets are extenſive, and 
poultry, fiſh and vegetables. 
cipal ſuburbs of Conſtantinople, and, ſe- 
parately taken, would each form a re- 
ſpectable city. There is another ſmall 
ſuburb, called Topana, beyond which, 
the Turks have an arſenal, where they 
Galata is defended by a wall, flanked 
Genoecſe, in whoſe poſſeſſion it remained 
for many years, and is ftill in tolerable re- 
pair. Moſt of the European merchants 
have compting-houſes and magazines 
here, on account of the convemence of 
the fituation, Galata forming the en- 
trance of the barbour from the north. 


To protect them, in ſome meaſure, from 
the dreadful havock which the fires oc- 
fire-proof warehouſes , where they ſtore 
their moſt valuable merchandize ; for the 
troduce into their country the inventions 
of more enlightened people, and have 
never yet been prevailed upon to provide 


lery, which, to the great amuſement of the 


people, is diſcharged on days of ſeſtivity. 


Some of the guns are of an enormous ca- 


liber, but they are all without carriages. 
From Galata there is a conſiderable 
aſcent to Pera, which ſtands in a delight- 


* The European merchants at Smyrna have alſo 
warehouſes built on a fimilar conſtruction, which, 
in Turkiſh cities, are the only ſecurity againſt fire. 


eat ML a 
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ful ſituation, commanding a view of 


Conſtantinople, the ſeraglio, the harbour, 
and the diſtant hills of Afia, and is the 
reſidence of all the ambaſſadors and 


Many of the merchants have alſo their 
dwelling-houſes here, for it is by far the 
moſt agreeable place to live in. The 
the air is conſequently purer, than either 
at Conſtantinople or Galata. 

We were ſodefirous of ſeeing the prin- 
cipal bazar, that we overcame our dread 
of the plague, and one morning eroſſed 
over to Conſtantinople for that expreſs 
purpoſe. It is a large ſquare ſtructure, 
neatly paved with flat ſtones, and covered 


5 


the moſt diftant parts of the empire to 


make purchaſes at this grand repoſitory, 
which is alſo the receptacle of half the 


idle people of the city, who keep ſaunter- 


goods. The ſhops, which are furniſhed 


with all kinds of merchandize, are kept 


The flave market, which is at a ſmall 
diſtance from this bazar, we did not ven- 


ture to enter, but I am told that it ex- 
| hibits a curious ſcene. The Jews carry 
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dia, Mingrilia, Georgia, Circaffia , and 
ſtill more remote provinces. A multi- 
tude of ſemales, of various ages and de- 
ſcriptions, are in conſtant attendance at 
this grand emporium of legal proſtitution, 
expecting every day to be transferred into 
other hands. Thoſe, on whom nature 
fiderable ſums of money, but thoſe, who 
are deftitute of perſonal attractions, ſell at 
a very low rate, and are deſtined to fill 
the vileſt domeſtic offices. Before a bar- 
gain is firuck, they are obliged to diſplay 
all the accompliſhments they have ac- 
quired, and to fubmit to an examination 
of their charms which is altogether offen- 


From Mingriha, Georgia, and Circaffia, alone 
(which conſtituted the ancient kingdom of Colchos) 
upwards of fifteen thouſand flaves are exported an- 
nually. 


Vor. II. D 
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five to modeſty. What can beauty ex- 
pect, when it is thus degradingly bar- 
tered for gold, but laſting and confum- 
mate miſery and contempt ? Even thoſe, 
not much cauſe to rejoice at their for- 
tune, for although ſome few of them may 
be diſtinguiſhed by the careſſes of the 
ſultan, the greater part is ſuffered to 
wither in neglect, and, when their maſter 
dies, they are removed to the old ſeraglio, 
where they linger out the remainder of 
life in hopeleſs folitude and deſpair. 
If they have children, they are generally 
| deaths, at the acceſſion of a new prince, 
it being the jealous and deteſtable policy 
of the Ottoman court to baniſh all dread 
of competition by the fatal application of 
2 


THROUGH TURKEY. 35 


The moſt beautiful girls are not, how- 
ever, to be procured at the public mar- 
ket ; but are kept in the private houſes of 
the Jews, where they are educated at a 


they are initiated in the practice of all the 
of paſſions can inſpire. 

Beſides the flaves that fill the ha- 
rams of the men, moſt of the Turkiſh 
ladies of diſtinction, maintain a numerous 
cxpence is ſpared on their dreſs and edu- 
cation, and their chief buſineſs is to at- 
tend at the toilette of their miſtreſs, to 
adjuſt or change her attire, or to endea- 
vour to beguile the hours away, by 
finging or dancing, and playing on the 
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lute or guitar. Their dances, which are 
highly voluptuous, reſemble the Spaniſh 
into a copious variety of Janguiſhing and 
The Turks are extremely jealous of 
their women, fo that females of condition 
are ſeldom to be ſeen in the ſtreets. 
Even the Greeks, Armenians and Jews do 
not allow them much liberty, but confine 
them a great deal at home, where they 
amuſe themſelves, as well as they can, 
coffee and ſherbet, and embroidery at 
which they are very expert. When, 
however, they do go abroad, they are 
| obliged to wear a veil and a looſe robe, 
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and perſons. At home, their dreſſes are 
ſurpriſingly gorgeous and expenſive, and 
thoſe belonging to the great men ſquan- 
der immenſe fums of money m the ar- 
ticles of embroidery and jewels. Their 
turbans and girdles are beſpangled with 
their hair is not unfrequently braided with 
pearls. One of the moſt important oc- 
cupations of their indolent lives is to 
deck out their perſons to the beſt advan- 
their checks, ſtain the tips of their fin- 
gers red, and pencil a black mark round 
their brilliancy and expreſſion. 
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an improper diviſion of the ſexes, burſts 
afunder every bond of morality, and en- 
genders every ſpecies of odious and un- 
natural vice. Their marriages are at- 
tended with a ſurpriſing degree of pomp 


each other till every thing is finally ad- 
joicings of her relations and friends, is 
conveyed on horſeback to her huſband's 


| caſe of repudiation, unleſs he can affign 
a reaſonable cauſe, is obliged to continue 


he reclaim her, ſhould his affection return, 
till ſhe has paſſed a night with another 
The Turks conſider their women as 
an inferior race of beings, and proudly 
imagine, that they are ſent into the world 


and cerethony. The parties never fee 


houſe. He provides the dowry, and, in 


the payment of her ſettlement : nor can 


J 
; 
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tics. If, however, the huſband is vigilant 
or active enough to catch his wife with 
her paramour, he ſeldom awaits the de- 
ciñon of a court of law, but inſtantly ſa- 
Nor does the government deign to take 
notice of theſe atrocious acts of barbarity. 
As in the feudal times with us, the pu- 
niſhment is left in the hands of the re- 
lations of the deceaſed, who, according to 
tion, or compound for the murder by 
enforcing the payment of a pecuniary 
fine. 
that on our return from the bazar, we 
were obliged to take off our coats, and to 
have them expoſed, for a few hours, in 
the open air, to purify them from any in- 
feQion which might have adhered to 
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them. At Smyrna, where they are much 
more apprehenſive of the plague, under 
fimilar circumſtances, we ſhould at leaſt 
have undergone the ceremony of fumiga- 
ſubſides at particular periods, it is ſeldom 
quite extinct at Conſtantinople , which 
is another ſtrong argument in favour of 
the neceffity of a lazaretto. 
The country ſeats belonging to the 
emperor are chiefly on the banks of the 
canal, at a ſmall diſtance from the city ; 


* The firſt plague that viſited Conſtantinople 
happened during the reign of Juſtinian. 1t travelled 
weſtward from Pelufium, where it firſt broke out, 
over the whole continent of Europe, and raged for 
fifty-two years, in which time it nearly half depo- 
pulated that portion of the globe. See Procopius. 
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harbour, and, when he goes a pleafuring 
on the canal, he generally embarks from 
it. He is very fond of watet expeditions, 
and often makes excurſions in his barges, 
| tuous magnificence, and are rowed by an 


in the management of their cats, wall 


move together with the niceſt exacineis. 
At preſent he is building a ſtate barge, 
and profuſcly ornamented with every ar- 
ticle, either of convenience or ſplendour. 
From the elegance of the boats and 
taſte diſplayed in the conſtruction of the 
ſhips of war; but they are fo awkward 
in ſhape, and fo overloaded with gilding, 
carving, and painting, that they have a 
very unwieldy and clumfy appearance. 
7 
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Notwithſtanding the firength and fize of 
theſe veſſels, the Turkiſh failors are fs 


22 
they are uniformly beaten, if the force is 
in any ſhape on an equality, and not un- 
frequently, when it is greatly inferior. 1 
dined a few days ago, in company with 
an Engliſh gentleman, who, during the 
late war with Ruffia, had ſerved om board 
the Turkiſh fleet, and had been in an 
of the Turks as ſeamen, and faid, that 
that they obſerved -no diſcipline, and 
is under the direction of the governor 
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or mayor, is, in many reſpects, extremely 


is fixed according to the plenty or ſcarcity 
of the different commodities, and there 


giſtrate of the pariſh, and baſtinaded or 


ſeverely fined. Fraudulent bakers are 


nailed by the car to the doors of their 
with an iron on the forchead ; a whole- 
ſome regulation if it were always impar- 


tially adminiſtered, as a regard for truth 
is one of the firmeſt fupports of ſociety. 


The ſhops throughout the year, are open- 
ed at the riſing, and ſhut at the ſetting 


of the fun, and a ſtrong patrol parades 


a fraud, he is delivered over to the ma- 
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the ſtreets every night, to take up diſor- 
derly people, and preſerve the peace and 

229 of the ions. 

- ſpots near Conſtantinople, the country 
does not, on the whole, pleaſe me fo 
much as the environs of Smyrna. Bel- 
grade and Bujukderè are the two prettieſt 
villages in the neighbourhood, and are 
the places where the Franks chiefly reſide 
during the fammer ſeaſon. The former 
is fituated in the middle of a beautiful 
wood, which 1s refreſhed by ſeveral cur- 
rents of limpid water, and is, in my opi- 
nion, much to be preferred : the latter 
commands a fine view of the canal, on 
whoſe borders it ſtands. In our way to 
Belgrade, we paſſed through ſome rich 
ſcignor's horſes are kept at this time of 
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the year. They were very numerous, 
and each was faſtened to the ground by 
a tether, round one of his hind and fore 
legs. A great many tents were pitched 
for the accommodation of thoſe who had 
the care of them, and which, from being 
intermixed with ſuch a crowd of horſes, 
afforded us a novel and pleafing ſcene. 

creed by Juſtinian, and which, although 
not comparable to that near Niſmes, is 
by no means a contemptible ſtructure. 
A degeneracy of taſte is, however, im- 
that it is not a production of the Au- 
guſtan age. It conſiſts of two bridges, 
ported by four noble arches, the cffe& of 
which is much diminiſhed by ſeveral 
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to ſtrengthen them, are all reverſed, 
aqueduct was raiſed to conduct water to 
the metropolis (where few ſprings are to 
be found) and it ſtill ſerves for that pur 
farther, when we paſſed three Turkiſh 
aqueducts, which are folid but clumſy 
ſpecimens of maſonry. In the wood of 
Belgrade, there is an immenſe baſon, 

We dined at Mr. T-—'s at Bel- 
day. In the evening we took a walk into 
the wood, which is an enchanting ſpot. 
It is of conſiderable extent, and is planted 
chiefly with birch, and fruit trees, which 
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form a thick ſhade, and a delightful re- 
treat from the ſcorching rays of the fum- 
mer and autumnal fan. The turf, which 
is of the brighteſt verdure, is refreſhed by 
ſeveral noble ſheets of limpid water, and 
the ſky for months, is ſo tranquil and 
tranſparent that not a vapour is to be 
ſeen. The moſt refreſhing breezes are 
derate the heat of the atmoſphere, and 
parties of Greeks frequently aſſemble in 
the evening, and paſs a few hours in the 
checring and rational amuſements of 
muſic, dance, and ſong. 
through Bujukderè, and entered Pera by 
night. The moſchs, which, on account 
of the Ramazan, were all illuminated, 
made a very grand and brilliant appear- 
ance; but what moſt furpriſed me was 
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we found lying in every part of the 
ſtreets, and which, as it was rather late, 
I ſuppoſe had taken up their night's lodg- 
ing. It was with the greateſt difficulty 
treading on them, for they were fo lazy, 
that the imminent danger which threat- 
encd them did not, in the leaſt, rouſe 
a large breed, and are at times fo ſavage, 
| that it is dangerous to walk in the firects 
at night. On our journey from Smyrna, 
we had been very much annoyed by theſe 
animals. In the villages particularly, 
they ſwarmed to ſuch a degree, and were 
fo troubleſome, that as ſoon as we came 
m fight of the houſes, we generally deem- 
ed it adviſable to deſcend from our horſes, 
and fill our pockets with ſtones, which 
Vor. II. E. 
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morning, I recolle&, I was very much di- 
verted with an incident that occurred, as 


we were entering one of theſe villages. A 


ſtrange dog, with an abundance of 
ſtrength in his limbs, and of fiercencfs 
in his countenance, made a moſt violent 
ing to one of our guides, and which was 
raged his maſter, that he, in an inſtant, 
ſprang from his horſe, and with his drawn 
two or three hundred yards. The dog, 
however, had ſo much the advantage in 


point of flectneſs, that the indignant 


Turk was at length obliged to abandon 
de purſuit, and to fatisfy himſelf with 
the defire he had ſhewn of revenging the 


louſneſs and ſituation, is not a place of 
very extenſive commerce. Still a num- 
ber of European merchants are eſtabliſhed 
here, and ſome of them have acquired 
ample fortunes, and live in great ſplen- 
dour. . 
and fitted up with clegance and con- 
The ſociety is on a larger ſcale than 
that of Smyrna, but not ſo agreeable, on 
account of the tribe of forcign miniſters, 
who diftinguſh themſelves by a great deal 
of ridiculous parade, and infift on a degree 
of ceremony which deſtroys the freedom, 
and conſequently the pleaſure, of focial 
engagements. They live at a great expence, 
keep ſumptuous tables, and ſplendid equi- 
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a numerous train of attendants and ſer- 
vants. When they viſit each other, they are 
forms which have been eſtabliſhed to dif- 
and precedency, and according to the 
number of times a bell tolls, it announces 
an ambaſſador, an envoy, or a charge des 
affaires. With the Turks, who are ex- 
tremely fond of external ſhow, it is per- 
de obſerved; but I think, in other re- 
ſpects, the greateſt part of them is ſuper- 
fluous, and might very well be dropped. 
It is but ſeldom you meet with a fire- 
place in the houſes in Turkey, and the 
Franks have pretty generally adopted the 
Turkiſh faſhion of heating their rooms. 
They make uſe of a contrivance called a 
iendour, which is nothing more than a 
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ſquare table, large enough to accommo- 
date eight or ten people. A pan of light- 
ed charcoal is placed under it, and it is 
covered with a fine carpet, or ſome rich 
ſtuff, which, when pendant, is long 
enough to reach the ground, and con- 
ſequently prevents a great portion of the 
heat from eſcaping. Thoſe who are de- 
firous of warming themſclves, approach 
this table, and, lolling on a ſofa, pull the 
Theſe machines are, however, attended 
with much danger, and are frequently 
the occaſion of fire in the Turkiſh 
houſes. 

The day before yeſterday we dined at 
Sir Robert Ainſlie's , and, in the even- 


* This gentleman was then Ambaſſador at Con- 
ſtantinople from our Court. 
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ing, accompanied him to count Potoſki's, 
the Poliſh ambaſſador's, where a grand 
feſtival was given, in honour of his ſove- 
reign s birth-day. The count and his 
ſuite were richly dreſſed in the habit of 
their country, and the principal room was 
decorated with wreaths of flowers, twined 
round mottos which were fuitable to the 
occafion. All the foreign miniſters and 
their ladies, and the beſt company of 
RI Te IIs and made 


It is remarkable, that two-thirds of the falary of 
our Ambaſſador are paid by the Turkey Company, 
which is a very heavy tax on their funds. The re- 
gular annual diſburſement is 20001. beſides other ad- 
able.—At the appointment of Mr. Liſton, the late 
Ambaſſador, the outfits and preſents amounted to up- 
wards of 2200l.— The falary, however, is not ade- 
qua'e to the ſtation, and debars our Ambaſſador from 
living on an equality with the other members of the 
diplomatic corps, and from maintaining that dignity 
which is ſuitable to his rank, — 
Britiſh empire, 
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altogether a numerous and elegant afſem« 
blage. There was a concert of inftru- 
mental muſic, after which the company 
fat down to a famptuous ſupper, and after 
the ſupper there was a ball. This no- 
1 os SLE St GOIN 


piaſtres a day; ſo that he can well afford = 
to hve in ſplendour. 3 
In Conſtantinople, a Frank, unleſs he 
be the aggreſſor, is not often ſeriouſly in 
ſulted, though the beſt ſecurity is a ja- 
nizary, who is conſidered by the populace 
with a certain degree of reſpect, and is 
generally found a faithful and zealous 
ſervant. If, however, any abuſive lan- 


guage ſhould be uſed, it is prudent not to 
notice it; for, if a quarrel enſue, which 
E 4 
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ever party is in the wrong, the Turks 
will always ſupport their countrymen. 
Since the laſt war, in which the Turks 
were thoroughly convinced of their own 
weakneſs and degeneracy, and of the fu- 
periority of their adverſaries, both in 
deeds of proweſs and ſkill, the Ruſſians 
I is an occupation, both curious and 
amuſing, to obſerve the verſatility of the 
public mind, to attend to its rapid 
changes, and to watch how it is fuc- 
ceſſively rouſed to energy, or depreſſed to 
maction, by the chequered events of war. 
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rable as their name, as an independent 
In Turkey, I obſerve, the Italian lan- 
the French, whether from its being ac- 
quired with greater facility, or from their 
long intercourſe with many of the Italian 
ſtates, I cannot pretend to ſay. The Ar- 
menians, Jews, and others, who act as 
themſchves or for the European mer- 
chants, eſtabliſhed in different parts of 
the empire, all converſe fluently in Ita- 
han, whereas but few of them are at all 
acquainted with French. As a matter of 
taſte, I infinitely prefer the Italian lan- 
guage to the French. It is more ener- 
getic, it is more muſical, and has ſuch 


5s |— wms 
premeditated compoſitions of rhetoric, or 
the familiar effuſions of converſation. It 
is a language, alſo, which well rewards 
the labour of cultivation, as it can boaſt 
of many of the beſt productions of the 
human mind, in modern times. 

I cannot conclude this letter, without 
mforming you of the kindneſs, and hof- 
pitality of Mr. T- -, a Britiſh mer- 
our letters to him, he infifted that we 
ſhould remain at his houſe, and by his 
has ſo entirely removed all reſtraint, that 
| we already begin to conſider ourſelves at 


Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVI. 


_ Galatz, May 24, 1792. 

In my laſt, I neglected to men- 
tion Scutari, a conſiderable town on the 
Aan fide of the canal, immediately oppo- 
ſite to Conſtantinople, and which many, 
as one of the ſuburbs of that city. It is 
delightfully ſituated, and ſtands at no 
great diſtance from the ſpot, where once 
flouriſhed the ancient Chalcedon, a place 
ſtigmatized with the appellation of blind, 
on account of the ſtupidity of its found- 
ers the Megarians, in the choice of their 
ſituation. 

Scutari is the only city which is at 
7 
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preſent ſituated on the Afian banks of the 
Boſphorus. It is the ancient Chryſopolis, 
nius*, which fecurcd to the former the 
undivided poſſeſſion of the Roman world, 
which had lafted for ſo many years, and 
4 ö 
globe. The government of this place is 
an office of high importance, and is 
intruſted to a pacha, who is appointed 
by the grand ſeignor. It carries on an 
extenſive trade, and is the principal ren- 
dezvous of the merchants from Armenia 
and Perſia. 1 


* Licinius was made priſoner at Chryſopolis, 
and carried thence to Theffalonica, where he was be- 
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On the 10th of May we left Conſtan- 
tinople, and that we might have a finer 
view of the canal, we went in a boat to 
Bujukdere. 

This canal is the ancient Thracian 
and afterwards, continuing their courſe 
nean. | 


Amongſt the various currents of the 
Boſphorus, there is one which, on ac- 
count of its ſingularity, merits particular 
notice. Beneath the fiream which de- 
ſcends towards the ſea of Marmara, there 
is, at a certain depth, a current which 
flows in a contrary direction, mounting 
from the point of the ſeragſio to the 
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caſtles. This fact is clearly aſcertained 
by the fiſhermen, who, when they drop 
their nets, find them, for ſeveral ſathoms 
nal, from North to South ; but, if they 


_ evidently curves the contrary way, and is 
borne againſt the upper current. This is 
a very ancient diſcovery, but no fatis- 
factory reaſon, as to the cauſe, has hither- 
to been given ®. 

rates the two continents of Europe and 
Aſia, reckoning from the harbour of 
Conſtantinople to the Cyanean rocks, 


extends about fixteen miles in length; 


and its ordinary breadth does not exceed 
above a mile and a half. In one ſpot, 


continue to let them fink, the lower part 


nn 9 ws — 


| 
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within five hundred paces of cach other, 
which occaſions the water, with a north- 


pidity. The old caſtles, which are planted 


with immenſe pieces of artillery, com- 


mand this part of the canal, and here it 
was that Darius connected the two con- 
tinents by a bridge of boats. Theſe 
caſtles, whoſe walls are of an aſtoniſhing 


| thickneſs, were originally erected by the 


The new caſtles, which were built, by 
order of Mahomet the fourth, to check the 
incurſions of the Muſcovites and Coffac 


Tartars, ſecure the northern entrance of 


capes, one in Europe, the other in Afia, 


| lined, almoſt the whole way, with villages, 
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Urius. The curvature of the canal is 
ſometimes very conſiderable, and its banks, 


ſortreſſes, country ſeats, and chioſks. In 


ſome parts the coaſt is ſteep and rug-. 


caverns, which preſent a wild and ro- 


mantic appearance : in other parts every 
landſcape is ſoftened by the hand of art, 
and nothing is to be ſeen but verdant 


floping meadows, rural cottages, and 


groves of fruit trees. - 
views are continually inviting the eye. 
The anchorage is excellent, and the water, 
which abounds in a variety of delicious 
fiſh, is deep, and clear as cryſtal. 


and repoſe on the ruins of the two ce- 
lebrated temples of Serapis and Jupiter 
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Between Conſtantinople and Scutari, 
under the name of Leander's tower, and 
which are faid to have been erected to the 
memory of the untimely fate of that ad- 
with the ſtory, or had forgotten that it 
was acroſs the Hellefpont * Leander uſed 
to fwim, when he paid his nocturnal viſits 
to the beautiful Hero. It was, in fact, 
ereted by the emperor Manuel, and is 
ſuppoſed to have correſponded with 
another tower, from which chains might 
be extended to the coaſts, to block up, 
in caſes of emergency, the paſſage of the 
fte ſhores, in this part, does not exceed 


From Abydos to Seſtos. See Ovid. Ep. 18 
and 19. 
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five hundred paces, and it was here that 
Terres conſtructed his bridge of botits, 
nn of db — 
Not being favoured by the wind, we 
were obliged to row the whole way, and 
above three hours had elapſed before we 
a detention which I did not at all regret, 
mining, at my leifure, this boaſted ſpot, 
and of dwelling on thoſe beautiful land- 
ſeapes which ſucceſſively preſented them- 
ſelves as we advanced. 

We had been politely invited by Mr. 
A— to remain at his houſe, till we 
| embarked on board our Greek "veſſel, 
in which we were to accompany Mr. 
V 2 Dutch merchant, removing 
with his wiſe and family to Buchoreft. 
We propoſed to go by way of the Black 
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ſea, and, mounting the Danube as far as 
Galatz, to proceed thence to Buchoreſt, 
by land. This appeared to be a more 
ger and fatigue of travelling on horſeback 
to gemlin; yet could I poſſibly have fore- 
ſeen what tume has diſcloſed, I am doubt- 
ful whether I ſhould not have preferred 
Shortly after our arrival at Bujukdere, 
we waited on Mr. V—— to know when 
he had determined to embark. He re- 
vourable ; but that there was little chance 

of its changing that night. After ſuch 
an anſwer, we went to bed at our ufual 
hour, with apparent ſecurity. About two 
o'clock in the morning, however, we 
were awakened out of a ſound fleep, by a 


violent knocking at our chamber door, 
F 2 


and the vociferation of a perſon, with 
whoſe voice we were totally unacquaint- 
ed. I had quite forgotten where I was, 
and could not conceive the reaſon of fuch 
an untimely difturbance. At laft, I 
thought I heard the name of V—, 
which brought to my recollection all that 
out of bed, and, haftily drefling ourſelves, 
ran down ftairs. We were in a great 
would have it, the ſervants were ſcarch- 
ing above half an hour before they could 
find the key of the firect door. We 
were nevertheleſs detained at V——s a 
conſiderable time, and did not get under 
weigh till after five o'clock. 

To guard the entrance of the Euxine, 
which, if kept in proper repair, and well 
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might ſet at defiance the attack of almoſt 
any force. On the Afian coaſt, a caſtle 
was pointed out to us, which was built 
after a plan of Baron de Tott. 

It was at the northern mouth of the 


Phinzeus king of Thrace kept his court, 
and where he entertained, for ſeveral 
days, Jaſon and his Argonauts, who, after 
nia , were obliged to apply to him for 
contrary winds. The ancients, who al- 
ways dreaded the navigation of the Black 
ſea, crowded the oppoſite ſhores, at the 
entrance, with votive temples to their 


* The preſent Beiros is ſuppoſed to be the ſpot 
where formerly ſtood the capital of the kingdom of 


F 3 
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induced to appeaſe its fury. The mo- 
derns have acted much more wiſely, in 


erecting two light-houſes to point out to 


mariners the dangers of the Cyancan 
rocks. On one of theſe rocks there is a 
ſtone pillar, about fourteen feet high, 
which is known by the name of Pum- 


pey's pillar, and is ſaid, though not with 


much probability, to have been erected 
by him, after his conqueſt of Mithri- 
The Euxine, or Black fea, is about 


two hundred leagues in circumference, 


and may be compared to an immenſe 


lake. It is the receptacle of ſeveral of the 
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probably lead to more important con- 
Im two in the aftenbon, I had not 
felt any diſagreeable effects from the mo- 
tion of the veſſel; and, as I had lately per- 
formed a long voyage, I was beginning to 
flatter myſelf that I ſhould eſcape. Short- 
ly after that hour, however, ſome un- 
favourable ſymptoms betrayed themſelves, 
and in the courſe of forty minutes I was 
ſcized with a deadly ficknefs, which con- 
die wins wilds iv _ fortunately 
began to abate. Never do I remember 
to have paſſed fo wretched a night. The 
cabin being ſmall, and v family 
numerous, there was no birth for us in 
it, and we were therefore obliged to ſeek 


THROUGH TURKEY. 73 


found that there was no choice, and the 
only place kept vacant for us was at the 
head of the Veſſel, where there was a 
hole, (ſcarcely a fit refidence for a dog) 
one half of which was allotted as the 
temple of repoſe for my brother and 
myſelf. When lying, we were fo cramp- 
ed ſor room, that it was quite a labour 
to turn, and the roof was fo low, we 
rendered us expert, we ran the riſk of 
— flicking by the way. Our ingrefs and 
I returned, I generally perceived my 
inquiring with carneftnefs, if the weather 


preparing mY another = Theſe 
complicated misfortunes were not a 
thought they would have driven me to 
iſtraction, and I often wiſhed for a little 
Eagliſh diſcipline to keep theſe fellows to 
lazy, and under no kind of ſubordination. 
We would willingly have remained all 
night on deck; but the fea (which in 
was fo tempeſtuous, that we ſhould, in 
all probability, have been waſhed over- 
board; and the conſolations of hope, you 
know, diſpoſe us to conſider life as wosth = 
preſerving, even under the burden of the 
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75 
have furniſhed ſome laughable ſcenes to 
the pencil of Bunbury; but we were too 
much weakened, and too immediately 
concerned, to enjoy them ourſelves. 
Boch the Turks and Greeks are miſe- 
and are ſo ignorant in other reſpects, that 


of the compaſs. A number of boats na- 
vigate on this ſea with a fail and four oars; 
then it is only during the fammer months, 


latter end of September till the beginning 


of May. Even then, they are fo cautious, 


and are carcful never to loſe fight of 
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ſea by the enterpriſing genius of a race of 
heroes, and the Turks ſeem to have added 
ſcarcely any thing to the nautical know- 
ledge or ſkill of theſe intrepid adventurers. 
| On the 12th, early in the morning, 
we paſſed Varna, and often have I la- 
there. It is a conſiderable town, and one 
of the beſt ports in the Euxine, famous 
in hiſtory for the deſperate battle fought 
there in 1444, between Amurat and La- 
diſlaus king of Hungary, who loſt the vic- 
tory and his hfe. Ten thouſand Chriſtians 
were left on the field, and the flaughter 
of the Turks was fo conſiderable, that 
the fultan confeſſed a fimilar victory would 
inſure his ruin *. 
On the 13th, at four o'clock in the 
* See Gibbon's Rom. Emp. vol. xii. p. 263. 
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of the principal mouth of the Danube, 
quarter, we were driven back to a bay 
called Cavarna, (a little above Varna) 
where we were obliged to anchor. The 
waters of this bay waſh the coaſt of Bul- 
garia ; and here it was that the Ruffians 
and Turks laſt year had an obſtinate en- 
gagement, and whence the latter were, in 
the end, compelled to retreat, but without 
the loſs of a ſingle ſhip. 

Toms, the place fo celebrated for the 
bamiſhment of Ovid, was at no great di- 
various conjectures reſpecting | its exact 
—_— I could not help — 
— in which his ele- 
gant but unfirm and lururious foul fo 
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expoſed to a ſavage race of people, a bar- 


veyance could be procured, to quit the 
veſſel, and go to Galatz by land. 7 
The captain told us, that there was a 
Turkiſh village about half a mile from 
the ſhore, to which V—— repaired the 
day after our arrival, not forgetting our 

firman*. On his return, he informed us, 
that he had ſecured ſeveral carts and 


* This is a paper, 23 
of Chriſtian countries. 
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next morning. This piece of intelligence 
the r8th we accordingly diſembarked. 1 
exprefſed a defire of taking the whole of 

our baggage with us; but was told that 
| there was not room for our large trunk. 
I reluctantly left it behind, foreſceing, in 
a2 manner, the misfortunes to which in 
the ſequel it gave riſe. 
Bulgaria formerly conſtituted a part 
of the kingdom of Hungary ; but it was 
conquered by Amurat II. and has fince 
then been annexed to the Turkiſh em- 
pire. The ſouthern parts of it contain a 
few conſiderable towns, of which Sophia 
is the metropolis, and the refidence of the 
beglerbeg, or viceroy of Romelia. 


no ſmall addition to the catalogue of our 
 diftreſſes; for our vehicles were in ſuch a 
crazy condition, and fo open. on every 
ourſelves up as warmly as poſſible, we 
were very little protected from its incle- 
of the country arabls, were long narrow 
mats, which were quite rotten and full of 
holes. In order to be as comfortable as 
we could, we uſed to lay one mattreſs 
under us, and cover our baggage (which 
we piled up behind us, fo as to make a 
but were ſo ſtinted for room, that this 
poſition, although the moſt cligible, was a 
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ſeated in the front of the cart between 
out legs, and was in one refpet of 
ojeat uſe ; for, being = luſty fellow, he 
rance, and, whenever he felt himſelf cold, 
hard to wiggle himſelf into the cart. 
facceed; but not underſtanding his lan- 
—————— 
2 — ans) 6s 
| ͤ—Ä— DTS 
three miles an hour ; and, as they were 
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not changed on the road, they could not 
travel above fix or ſeven hours out of the 
four-and-twenty, ſo that we did not ad- 
were not at the trouble or expence of pro- 
viding or purchaſing any forage for them ; 
yoke them, and turn them out to graze on 
whatever the country afforded. 
a ſtriking inſtance of the iraſcible and re- 
| vengeful diſpoſition of the Turks. Two 
of our guides had had a difference of opi- 
ſoon grew warm, and in the courſe of a 
few minutes they drew their knives, and 
began a furious attack, which, in all pro- 
not been preſent. We had great trouble 
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in ſeparating, and much more in pacifying 
a 
wretched in the extreme, and plainly de- 
monſtrated the effects of a corrupt and 
Eee SE; e e ie 
faves found w ©» the beſt lodging, 
which each place furniſhed, we could 
never expect any thing half fo comfort- 
once, we were all obliged to ſleep in the 
ſame apartment, which was ſo ſmall, that 
every inch of the ground was covered 
neighbour's territories. There were ſeveral 
ladies with us, to whom a ſituation of this 
fant and inconvenient; yet a room thus 
inhabited, diſplayed a ſcene fo novel and 
G 2 


nels to it, we could not get to fleep for. 
to meet with a fire-place, it was fure to 
be in the middle of the room, with a 
hole in the roof to let out the ſmoke; 
for which it was contrived, that the mo- 
ment our vieuals (when we had any) 
— —— to the riſk 
of being ſtifled by the groſs vapours which 
iſſued from half-dricd wood. 
We found the people of the country 
aſſiſtance to us, but when it was com- 
pulſory. On our arrival they uſed to 
flock round us, and furvey us with a mix; 
tun el temans and} fargaife, Indeed they 
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are fo accuſtomed to be plundered, that 
92 
the necefſaries of life. They polſch, 
in general, a great deal of curioſity, are 
much addicted to low cunning; and, 
when luere ſtimulates, and opportunity 
favours, will frequently proceed to open | 


Violence. 


During the war, this unfortunate 
power, and the contributions which were 
altogether aſtoniſhing. One in particular, 
eight hovels, and where the majority of 
the inhabitants has only a coarſe ſhirt to 
veil their nakednefs, paid, annually, one 
thouſand piaſtres, a fam ſo far beyond 

” 
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what. they could fupport, that it wreſted 
from them even the neceſſaries of life, 
and reduced them to a ſtate of the moſt 
liften to a tale of ſuch villany and per- 
us not, therefore, attribute that ſavage- 
neſs of character, which I have already 
remarked, to any natural defect of dif- 
poſition, but rather to the unrelenting 
cruclty and oppreſſion of their infolent 
rulers: for human nature, when haraſſed 
and neceflanly engenders the ſeeds of 
cruſhed to fubmuffion, the innate love of 
liberty fall exiſts, and the deluſive per- 
2. 4. 
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to be ſurpriſed, if it endeavour to aſſert 
its rights, and to retaliate thoſe injuries 
by which it has been aggrieved. A pro- 
penſity to hate our enemies, and to 


avenge the wrongs they have inflicted on 
us, is a principle which has an eternal 
the extent of the animal creation. It is 
a fundamental law which is univerſally 
eſtabliſhed in the breaſt, and is neither to 
be extirpated by power, nor invalidated by 
perſuaſion, nor fubverted by ſophiſtry. a 

The country is remarkably level, and 
we traverſed immenſe plains, fo ſmall a 
portion of which is cultivatcd, that the la- 

3 
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unknown. 

bours of the plough are almoſt _ 
in that is raiſed, is of ſuch an 
— tar nd 
| Theſe plains ſtretch, with little in- 
4 from the foot of Mount Hz 
to the banks of the Danube, and 


ifing and ir= 
the enterpriſing 
conflicts between 


— 

" — and moſt be <a 
The — > 

bade late. wks Ota; 


Yours, &c. 


* See Gibbon's Rom. Emp. v. vi. p. 58. : 
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LETTER XVIL 


Galatz, May 26, 1792. 


On the 18th, at two o'clock, 
we reached a village on the banks of the 
Danube, which we, of courſe, concluded 


who had been chatting with the villagers 
for the fake of information, approached, 
and, with a diſconſolate countenance, told 
and, inſtead of conducting us to the place 


which was oppoſite to Galatz, had carried 
us above forty leagues higher up the river. 
0 


go TRAVELS 
even the calm temper of a ftoick. Had 
I been travelling through an intereſting 
country, I ſhould not perhaps have re- 
pined: but, when I conſidered, that 1 
had been traverſing ſome thouſand acres 
of waſte land; and that I had ſeen no- 
thing but a few ruined villages, where 
deſolation holds its dreary and ſolitary 
ſway : when I reflected, moreover, on 
the loſs of time, and on the fatigue I had 
undergone, I confeſs that I was thorough- 
ly diſcontented. Here it was, we had 
trunk on board the Greek veſſel: we 
might, otherwiſe, have croſſed the Da- 
nube, and have proceeded to Buchoreſt in 
a direct line. 

Raffovat (the name of this village) was 
formerly reſpectable on account of its ex- 
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tent; and the ruins of ſeveral hundred 
houſes which furround it, made me la- 
ment its preſent inſignificance. Deſtitute 
of every thing which can render life com- 
fortable, it only offers to the view a few 
huts, correſponding with the manners of 
ſtate of nature. They all sn 
half-ftarved, and are ſubject to fevers and 
a variety of other complaints, occafioned 
by the badneſs and ſcantineſs of their 
' nouriſhment. Yet ſo great is the vanity 
of mankind, and fo deſirous, © _ 
an—_ - a uſhing 
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caps loaded with pieces of money, whilſt 
fuffering from the denial of food. Almoſt 
every ſcene of life is capable of furniſhing 
inſtruction, and never was the folly of 
oſtentation more forcibly conveyed to my 

After an infinite deal of trouble, by 
the authority of our firman, we at laſt 
obtained a lodging, which confifted of 
ſtove. It had not a very inviting appear- 
ance; yet we conſoled ourſelves with the 
expectation of a found fleep, and the 
— _—_ 
But when the hour of repoſe came, we 
fervent, and had been only amuſing us with 
viſionary ideas; for the rooms, which 
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were thatched with ruſhes, ſwarmed fo 
aſtoniſhingly with fleas and muſchetoes, 
that, during the two nights which I paſſed = 
here, I had not fo much as one hour's 

enable us to form any juſt and definite 
notion of the miſery to which mankind is 
enforces, could I have conceived, that we 
ſhould one day be reduced tofuch adeplora- 
ble fituation, as to lament the privation of 
our hole on board the Greek veſſel, and to 
confeſs that there were abodes on carth, 
to which that dungeon was a luxury. 
| Wee had with us a fat German wo- 
man, whom we had hired at Conſtanti- 
nople to cook our victuals; but, God 
knows, ſhe had but little occupation of 


dor my cloak, which I had committed for a 
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that kind. And, in truth, when we had 
an opportunity of purchaſing any provi- 
the aſſiſtance of her art: for ſhe was 
| kitchen to conceal her operations, we ge- 
nerally knew what we had to expect. But 
to thieving; and when I came to inquire 


day to her care, it was not to be found. 
The day after our arrival, we took a 
walk to ſee the environs of this unfor- 


maſter of a Greek boat to carry us to 
Galatz ; for, after the mortifying diſap- 
* 
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inclination to travel any farther by land. 
almoſt oppoſite to Raffovat, and it was 
near this ſpot that the Gothic nation, 
Huns, implored the clemency of the Ro- 
man government. Valens, who at that 
time was, unfortunately, ſeated on the 
throne, after ſome hefitation, at laſt con- 
of Thrace. Near a milhon of theſe bar- 


empire 
The face of the country, to the weſt 
of Raſſovat, is much more diverſified and 


* See Gibbon's Rom. Emp. vol. iv. p. 382. 
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intereſting than that which we had paſled 
through. In many parts, it is very wild 
and romantic, and, although but badly 
nance of fertility, and abounds with agree=- 
able landſcapes. Some few flocks of 
theep were grazing on the nexghbouring 
mountains, which produce a fine wool, 
that is ſpun, and manufactured into a 
ſtout cloth, by the inhabitants, and 
proves a uſeful commodity in a country 
where the climate is cold, and which, 
having no opportunity of intercourſe with 
other places, is entirely dependent on it- 
ſelf. The Danube adds conſiderably to 
the life and beauty of the furrounding 
ſcenery. It is very ſerpentine, and is de- 
corated with ſeveral iſlands, which are 

One would conceive that in ſuch a 


THROUGH TURKEY. 97 
ſituation, where nature has not been very 
ſparing of her bounties, where the ſoil is 
generous, where there is no want of fuel, 
and where the nobleſt river in Europe is 
at hand, that there could not be many 
ſound reaſons of complaint. Tet the 
muſery of the people is exceffive. Syſte- 


matic cruelty and oppreffion have ' fo 
flackened every nerve of the body, and ſo 


and waſte their time in the raurmurs of 
idle complaint, or the Hiſtleſſneſs of infur- 
mountable inactivity. They uſed in the 
evening to afſemble round our door, and 
to relate to us, in the expreſſive language 
of deep-felt grief, the hardſhips to which 
Vor. II. H 
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The manner in which the people of 
river is rather curious. In each boat there 
is ſeldom more than one man, who, in- 
ſtead of an oar, makes uſe of a piece of 
wood in the form of a battledore, with a 
long handle (ſomething like the paddle of 
the Indians) which he ſhifts about with 
moment as an oar, the next as a rudder. 
The river being wide, and the ſtream ra- 
pid, it was quite an entertairimetit to ob- 
they wanted to gain the oppoſite ſhore. 
| It was a taik of no ſaiall difficulty ; and 
in ſpite of all their {kill and good ma- 
it, they were frequently carried out of a 
rect line a full quarter of a mile. 

In the evening the governor, who is a 
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bred man, paid us a viſit. He was won- 
derfully communicative for a Turk, and 
in the courſe of converſation let us into a 
| great part of his hiſtory. He informed us 
fubje&t to his authority, and that his 
principal view in refiding here, was to in- 
of war and the rapacity of his predeceſſor 
had driven away, to return, and rebuild 
their houſes ; for, in its preſent deſalated 
Nate, it yields him ſcarcely any revenue 
whatever. I have often been furpriſed at 
that deſtradtive ſpirit of dominecring over 
our inferiors, which, if we may judge 
from the almoſt continual abuſe. of power, 
ſeems to be a principle unplanted in the 
human breaſt. Yet it certamly leads us 
H 2 
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Tyranny may riot in its ſpoils for a ſhort 
time, but it muſt terminate in ruin; 


guinr and increaſing ſupply, always ade- 
quate to exiſting circumſtances. 

| On the 20th, to my great joy, we 
embarked on board our boat for Galatz, 
_ had the wind favoured us, we 
ing by day-break. But, as uſual, it was 
drectiy contrary ; and although we were 
affifted a good deal by the current, before 
we had proceeded far, it became fo vio- 
therefgge obliged to come to anchor. 
What followed was in exact uniſon with 
this ominous outſet, and in this manner 
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tedious days; quitting our anchorage as 
the wind abated, and having recourſe toit 
again as it increaſed. Theſe frequent, and, 
apparently, increafing difficulties, ſo un- 
nerved every active principle of enjoyment, 
that we had ſcarcely power left to admire 


upon us as we deſcended the river, and 
which were certainly capable of raiſing, 
in the mind of any leis diſſatisfied ſpecta- 
tor, the moſt pleafurable ideas. Water, 
land, and wood, blended together, with all 
the charms of nature and graces of variety, 
of light and ſhade which the two great lu- 


— 
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rowing, we uſed to go aſhore, and wan- 
der in the woods, collecting wild flowers; 
or fit down among the ruſhes, and en- 
deavour, by converſation, to mitigate the 
poignancy of prefent affliction, and banith 
We had advanced fo little, that we began 
to apprehend we ſhould be at leaft a week 
on the Danube, when, on the 22d in the 
vantage of a dead calm, and, by dint of 
hard rowing, at fix o'clock in the evening 
arrrved at Ibrail. 

us, but to the whole Turkiſ empire, ſor 
mit was the laſt day of the ramazan, and 
6— ea dos 
were fired, and other lemonſtrations of 
joy took place. 

As the termination of the ramazan 
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approaches, the Turks, if the ſky is clear, 
aſcend to the tops of the higheſt hills, 
moon, make the air ring with acclama- 
tions. | 
The bairam, which is the Turkiſh 
Eafter, commences the moment the ra- 
mazan ends. It laſts for three days, 
during which the Turks totally diſpoſſes 
themſelves of their uſual gravity, and wil- 
lingly engage in every kind of amuſe- 
bazars, and coffec-houſes, are crowded ; 
bonfires are blazing ; cymbals, trumpets, 


is to be ſeen. — 
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joy. The firſt day of this feſtival is a day 
the Turks goto each others houſes, making 
preſents, and wiſhing proſperity. Friends 
ſhake hands with cordiality; for every 
good Muſſulman is bound at this ſeaſon 
to forgive paſt offences, and to diſlodge 
throne, he receives the compliments of 
the great officers of ftate, after which he 


it on ſhore, apprized us of their intention 


of leaving the boat carly in the morning. 
We cndeavoured, with all our rhetoric, 
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to diſſuade them from deſerting us, but 
our arguments were vain, for they were 
pre-determined to go. 

Beſides this feſtival, there is another 
venty days later; and the Turks alfo, on 
lebrate the birth of their prophet. 

Ibrail is a place of ſome conſeque 

It is large, well built, and —_ 
fituated, and the caftle, which ſtands on 
an eminence, is commanded by a pacha 
of three tails, a title of high diſtinction in 
Turkey. Lances, on the points of which 
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and, cutting off his tail, faſtened it to the 
end of a lance, and elevated it in the air, 


which had fuch an effect on his ſoldiers, 
that they inſtantly rallied, and fought 


ed the victory. 


night, I was defirous of walking up and 


down the beach till the dawn of day; 
but being informed that it would be dan- 
gerous, as there was a number of villains 
on, when it grew dark, to return on 
what I had cndured the preceding nights 

from confinement, heat, muſchetocs, and 
| fleas, I laid myſelf down on that part of 


* See Tournefort, v. ii. p. 294- 
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the boat which, in the day-time, was o- 
cupied by the rowers, with nothing but 
ſome uneven planks for my bed, and the 
you will ſay, a very enviable place of reſt, 
vantages, and when contraſted with the 
poſt I had abandoned, was even capable 
of furniſhing ſome comſort. 
That you may form a juſt idea of our 
deſcribe that part of the boat which was 
allotted to paſſengers. It was about 
twelve fect long and fix wide, and was 
covered with an awning to keep out the 
rain. In this confined ſpace, ſeventeen 
people extended on mattreſſes, were 
deſtined to remain, night and day, in 
the ſame poſition. A flave captain, who 


108 
had been torturing his mind half his 
could not, I fuppoſe, have ſqueezed us 
into a ſmaller compaſs ; and our fitua- 
tion ſuggeſted to me, more than once, 
the hard fate of thoſe unhappy people. 
At night, when, to exclude the damp 
air, it was cloſed at each end, it was 
juſt like a furnace, and we were ab- 
other's breath. 
than we expected them; and on the 
23d, about ten o'clock in the morning, 
we anchored at Galatz, joyful beyond 
meaſure, as you may cafily imagine, to 
be releaſed from our dreadful fiate of 
durance, and fully reſolved, that nothing 
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but abſolute neceffity ſhould prevail on 
us again to truſt to the uncertainty of a 


water expedition. 


Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVII. 


Galatz, June 4, 1792- 

From the time we had quitted 

our veſſel at Cavarna till our arrival here, 
we had fared fo ſcantily (ſometimes taſt- 
ing nothing, in the courſe of the day, 
but a cup of coffee, without ſugar, and 
a flice of black bread, as hard and heavy 
as lead) that we were almoſt famiſhed. 
from our boat, liſtening to the admoni- 
tions of Nature, we went in queſt of 
proviſions, and had not walked far, be- 
fore we eſpĩed a baker's ſhop. With joy 
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ſome rolls, rubbed over with oil to give 
them a poliſh, made a moſt delicious re- 
any thing fo much, which verified the 
old adage, that Hunger is the beſt 
Having fatisfied our ftomachs, our 
which, as we had been ſo many days 
coming from Cavarna, we were in hopes 
had got the ſtart of us; but, to our great 
tidings of her. This buſineſs being alſo 
diſpatched, we went in ſearch of a houſe, 
and, in this reſpect, we were much more 
| far fanpalſed — 
tions. It had been inhabited by the 
Ruffian general, and alſo by the cele- 
1 
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white-waſhed, and it was divided into 
ſeveral apartments, in each of which, 
early in the evening, we ſpread three or 
having paſſed twelve nights in our clothes, 
again undreſſed ourſelves. This, for the 
fo increaſed our inclination to ſleep, that 
we even ſet at defiance the depredations 
of the muſchetoes, which, however, has 
not been the caſe fince. You can ſcarcely 
ture us; for they pounce upon us in fach 
ſwarms, that we hall them in vain; and 
all our exertions are unequal to the taſk 
of apparently diminiſhing their numbers, 
They abſolutely deprive me of half the 
pleaſures of my exiſtence, and often make 
me think, what inſignificant beings we 
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muſt ourſelves be, when our comforts are 
ſo dependent, as to lic at the mercy of a 
diminutive inſect. 
Galatz is the laſt place of conſequence 
on the ſouthern fide of Moldavia, and, 
hike moſt of the other towns in the 
princeꝰs territories, has been deſolated by 
the iron hand of war. It was ſurrendered 
to the Ruſſians about two years ago, aſter 
an obſtinate battle, in which the greateſt 
part of the Turkiſh army (comſiſting of 
cight thouſand men, ſent by the Porte to 
on the field. 


When the Ruffians entered the town, 
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that reſpect to which a vanquiſhed enemy 
is entitled, after having nobly fought in 
defence of their liberties and their country; 
inſtead of rewarding thoſe deeds of va- 
lour and patriotiſm, which, whatever 
may be the fortune of war, always kin- 
de, in the boſom of a true ſoldier, the 
generous ſentiments of compaſſion and 
eſteem ; the licentiouſneſs of the troops 
| was fuffered to rage without conſtraint. 
The four corners of the town were fired; 
tion of their fathers and huſbands ; many 
of the inhabitants were wantonly maſ- 
ſacred; the churches were broken open, 
of them being turned into butcher's 
ſhops) : in ſhort, every outrage, both on 
decency and humanity, was committed, 
and a ſcene was exhibited too black for 
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any pen to paint. How ſhocking is war 
when it is thus proſecuted! If it be a 
neceflary evil, let it at leaſt be deplored 
as a dreadful alternative; let it be waged 
with ſome ſenſe of honour, and fome 
principle of feeling; and let not the cha- 
radler of man be degraded by a barbarous 
delight in crimes, which ſhould be 
eſtranged from his heart. 
Shortly after our arrival, a Greek ac- 
coſted us, and politely offered us his ſer- 
has fince conſtantly attended us, and, be- 
ing of a very loquacious diſpoſition, he 


ſoon acquainted us with every anecdote 
and occurrence of his liſe. During the 
war he had deſerted his country, and 
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ſhewing the ſcars which he had received; 
and enumerating the perils from which 
he had eſcaped. Often have I wondered, 
that his injured countrymen, who ſome- 
times liſtened to his recital, did not riſe 
apainſt him, and put a period to his in- 
folence and bis baſenefs, by planting their 
daggers in his heart. It would not have 
been a diſhonourable offering at the altar 
of injured and inſulted patriotiſm. Though 
in a manner an unintereſted auditor, I 
on this ſubject. He completely exhauſted 
my patience, and irntated my feelings; 
for I cannot help deteſting the wretch, 
Rd 
n imenta 
in accelerating its ruin. It is the moſt 
execrable and unnatural of all crimes, 
and betrays ſuch a total depravity of heart, 
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ſuch an entire deficiency of honour, ge- 
ment which this world can infli& can be 

adequate to ſuch atrocious guilt. 
This renegado, fince the ceſſation of 
hoſtilities, has eſtabliſhed himſelf here as 
an apothecary, and I fancy his ftock of 
knowledge in the art is about equal to 
his ſtock of medicines, both very ſcanty. 
with the relation of ſeveral laughable 
ſtories ; but his fund of wit and anecdote 
was ſoon exhauſted (which, by the by, is 
generally the caſe with ftory-tellers), and 
we now find his company extremely dull 
and tedious. He is, however, of a gay and 
active diſpoſition, and appears to be de- 
firous of diverting us as much as he can, 
and fo far he is certainly entitled to our 
thanks. i Ov 0 

_ : 


118 TRAVELS 


fation no longer engaged our attention, 
he collected a band of fiddlers and dancers, 
whom he has frequently brought to our 
houſe : but I feel fo little intereſted in 
room. Their favourite dance is this. 
About a dozen men and women, placed 
alternately, form a circle, which, as long 
as the dance laſts, is never broken. They 
diſplay a variety of antic geſtures, and, at 
chunbly, and making» ral noſe with 
their heels. 
Among the muſicians, there is a 
blind old man, who plays on an in- 


ſtrument, which, I imagine, is of his 
own invention, for I never ſaw one like 
8 f 
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it“. Though not a very finiſhed per- 
former, he is conſidered as the Orpheus 
of the place, and every body pays him 
great reſpect, and liſtens to him with the 

Many of the women here form matri- 
monial alliances at a very carly period of 
life, and there were one morning in our 
houſe two married ladies, whoſe ages toge- 
ther did not amount to four-and-twenty 
years. I ſcarce know which is moſt deſerv- 
ing of commiſeration, the huſband or the 
wife, for it is not poſſible that much hap- 
pineſs can refult from theſe premature con- 
nexions, when reaſon is ſtill in its infancy, 
and in all its operations is undecided and 
| weak. And what ſignify the graces of per- 
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which can ecue permanent attachmene 
and real eſteem ? | 

A few days ago, I viſited the ſpot 
where the engagement between the Ruſ- 
ſians and Turks was fought, and where 
ſo many thouſands of my fellow-creatures 
breathed their laſt. It is an extenfive 
plain, bounded on one fide by a hill, from 
the brow of which there is an intereſting 
view that extends, acroſs the Danube, 
over a large tract of country in Beſs. 
Arabia, which, from its appearance, is 
tolerably fertile. It is inhabited by the 
Bujac Tartars, many of whom, like the 
other wandering tribes, live in villages, 
wheels, and which, as ſoon as the forage 
of any diſtrict is confumed, they tranſport 
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ſeveral fixed towns, ſuch as Bender and 
Belgorod, which are tolerabiy well peo- 

A field of battle is always a melan- 
choly ſight. It immediately inclines the 
mind to a contemplative mood, and fur- 
niſhes it with a train of gloomy ideas. 
We cannot furvey it, without wondering 
at that ſtrange perverſion of human in- 
tellect, or that irreſiſtible impulſe of hu- 
prompts us to ſpurn at accommodation, 
and to aſſert our claim by arms; which 
hurries us into the ocean of anarchy, diſ- 
order, and guilt; and diffuſes over the 
face of the carth deſolation, famine, and 
lated to excite fimilar emotions, for the 


effects of the ſlaughter were ſtill apparent, 
and a number of ſkulls and bones was 
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willing, to take. What a horrid conſi- 
deration, that diſhoneſty ſhould be the 
moſt prominent feature in the character 
of fach a numerous and widely diffuſed 
people! They meet, however, with their 
reward, for in every country they are 
ſhunned and deſpiſed. They are, beſides, 
not unfrequently, the greateſt ſufferers, 
for, when we deal with them, we always 
go cautiouſly to work, and, expecting to 
be overreached, even when they reduce 
their demands to a fair ſtandard, we ftill 
on us, and take our leave without part- 
ing with our money. Induſtry, with a 
good character, will generally, I am con- 
vinced, in the end, infure better ſucceſs 
than any acts to which the ingenuity of 
deception can reſort. I was ſurpriſed to 
find, in their ſhops, ſeveral pieces of 
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at an enormous profit. 
The proviſions which the country 
affords, though in no great variety, are 
abundant and cheap. Some fiſh' is alſo 
caught in the river, of which we partake 
every day, but of what ſpecies I cannot 
inform you. All I can fay, is, that what 
it wants in flavour, it makes up in ſize, 
for it is both large and fat. In London 
it would not perhaps be regarded as a de- 
licacy ; but we have been fo accuſtomed 
to bad fare, that we are not difficult to 
On the iſt we took a walk to fee an 
extenſive lake, a few miles off, which has 
a communication with the Danube, and 
the fiſhery of which is farmed for ſeven 
hundred piaſtres a year“. Near it, we 
* I bathed in this lake, and was furpriſed at its 
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diſcovered a ſpring of moſt delicious wa- 
ter, which iſſued from a rock. We col- 
lected ſome of it in our hats, and reliſhed 
it exceedingly ; for that which we get at 
Galatz, as well as the wine (which is a 
diſtillation from wormwood), is exceſ- 
fatigued, we determined to explore a new 
road, by which we hoped to fave a couple 
of miles; but we had not gone above 
half way, when we found ourſelves at 
the entrance of an extenſive moraſs, on 
the borders of the river, which was fo 
we in vain attempted to penetrate them. 
exertions, we were glad to find our 
way back, and regain the original road, 


ſhallownefs. I walked in nearly half a mile, and 
could not find any where above three feet of water. 
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ſhould, in all probability, have paſſed the 
night in the open air. 
ſo long anxiouſly looking for, only ar- 
rived the day before yeſterday. It had 

been detained at Cavarna, by the con- 
trary wind, a week after we quitted it, 
and had required the remainder of the 
time to aſcend the Danube; fo that, all 
circumſtances conſidered, we ſhould have 
been worſe off, had we remained on board. 
We dined that day, according to ap- 
pointment, with the new governor, who, 
as far as I can judge, is as little adapted 
for the office as Sancho was. Still, had 
he poſſeſſed Sancho's humour, we ſhould 
have been ſatisfied with him, for he 
would then have amuſed us with his 
converſation ; but he is as dull an animal 
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as I ever met with, and ſcarcely opened 
his lips. His only recommendation is a 
plentiful ſtock of good-nature, a quality, 
which, unleſs united with good-ſenſe, has 
| but few attractions, and can infure a 
man, at moſt, but negative praiſe; be- 
cauſe it then poſſeſſes no powers of diſ- 
want of obſervation and diſcernment, re- 
moſt contrary impreſſions. Almoſt every 
thing was brought to table which the 
country and ſeaſon afford: we ought not 
therefore to complain of the badneſs of 
the entertainment; but, what is unpar- 
donable, the lincn was ſo dirty, that 1 
could not make uſe of my napkn—Such 
are the notions which the Grecks have of 


the materials of which I could not diſco- 
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ver, were ſerved up, and, when removed, 
were replaced by others as undefinable. 
Every thing, indeed, had fuch a filthy, 
ing the profuſion of viands, and the ſti- 
mulations of hunger, I loſt my appetite 
without cating. The governor's ſons, out 
the time of dinner, ſome muſicians were 
on our cars. 

The Greeks, like the Turks, at meals, 
do not ordinanly provide themſelves or 
but, when they help any body, they 
tear off a piece with their fingers. In 
the courſe of the dinner, I had the 
dergo this barbarous operation. A baſon 
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before dinner, when every perſon waſhes 
they arc employed in fuch purpoſes. 
At the houſes of people of conſequence, 
you are preſented with richly embroider- 
ed towels to dry yourſelf. 
In the fuit of the Greek governor, 
there is a perſon who is appointed to fu- 
and who, however well calculated he 
may be for fuch an office, from the ex 
tent of his erudition, as a man of mo- 
rality, he is certainly very deficient. This 
fellow is extremely fond of cards, and as 
we frequently play, for want of a better 
amuſement to beguile the heavineſ of 
time, when we firſt arrived, he generally 
have detected him in the act of cheating 
Vor. II. K 
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often, that we now decline the favour 


that venial light; and I conceive it to be 
a highly pernicious and derogatory princi- 
ple, for any one, who has a proper regard 
far honour, or reſpect for himſelf, to lay 
down that as a rule of conduct, by which 
he is benefited, and another perſon in- 
Jared. It may, perhaps, be alleged, that 
the beneſit and the injury are of fo trifling 
a nature, and are felt in ſuch a flight de- 
cee by either party, that it is a matter 
of mere indifference, which is the ſufferer. 
But if the temptation be ſmall, the ex- 
cuſe is leſs pardonable, as little cxcrtion 
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is requiſite to ſubdue it. Yet, why ſhould 
| we endeavour to filence the murmurs of 

conſcience by flying to the ſubterfuges of 
fophiſtry, and allow ourſelves to palliate 
the motive, becauſe the miſchief is not 
ſevere: for even in trifles, I diſlike to 
 laudable precepts, which, in points of 
diſtinctions certainly tend to vitiate the 
mind, and to eſtrange it from thoſe rules 
of decorum and integrity which are the 
— So far, 
met, we ought conf ande 
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right conſcience places over them as a 
in danger of a furpriſe, and may be alto- 
gether ſubverted and deftroyed. It is not 
by any fudden and impetuous ſhocks, 
that a mind, naturally well diſpoſed, is 
corrupted ; but by thoſe inſenſible and 
till they have made a fatal progreſs in 
our affections, till they have ſapped the 
very foundation of virtue, and contami- 
nated every motive of action and thought. 
The documents of morality arc, however, 
fafficiently clear, and it requires no great 
extent of capacity to prove, or to com- 
prehend, that an act of deception is an 
act of diſhoneſty. Thoſe, therefore, whoſe 
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ſentiments of honour are ſo undefined 
and relaxed, as to allow them, without 
repugnance, to cheat at cards, muſt be of 
a mean and fordid diſpoſition; and if 
of crimes of a greater magnitude and a 
blacker die, it can only be from the dread 
ol chaſtiſement or retaliation. 
This day has been employed in mak- 
I ardently hope will take place to-morrow; 
for Galatz has nothing to recommend it, 
neither the beauty of the country, nor 
the manners of its inhabitants. They are 
all Greeks, and, conſidering the ſhort 
interval which has elapſed fince their mis- 
gular. Their chief occupation is fing- 
ing, dancing, fiddling, and. drinking. 
Eren thoſe who keep ſhops are fo ad- 
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in a bumper of the beſt wine that we 
could procure. It was not, to be fure, 
parted to it a flavour which enhanced its 
value. Engliſhmen, whilft at home, are 


train of ideas enlighten the mind, and a 
new train of emotions warm the heart; 


places theſe various ſenſations in a full 
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plenitude of action, they are as much fur- 
priſed at their paſt apathy as they are de- 
lighted with their preſent ſenſibility. One 
of the great advantages, indeed, which 
accrues to Engliſhmen from travelling is, 
that, if they have any obſervation what- 
ever, they are always forcibly impreſſed 
ment, and always return to their native 
land with an additional partiality and ve- 
neration for thoſe laws, which ſecure to 
them. the invaluable treafure of liberty, 
ond inveſt ham with — which no 
and perſeverance to contend for, or the 
good fortune to acquire. 


Yours, &c. 
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12 
Gilts, hat we dl not get ara ll e 
on the 5th. | 
— very mipatiale 
caravan. They were twelve in mamber, 
and were drawn by nincty horſes ?. We 
had twenty poſtilſions to conduct them, 
and one of the prince of Moldavia's offi- 
cers, who had been ſent to us on appli- 
cation, attended us as far as Fokſhan, 


* Mr. . tranſported a conſiderable quantity 
of merchandiſe from Galatz to Buchoreft, which was 
the reaſon of our having occaſion for ſo many wag- 
gons and horſes. 
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Notwithſtanding we had with us ſuch 
a numerous train of men and horſes, our 
were very triſling. Between Smyrna and 
Conſtantinople, on the contrary, we found 
frequent that road, and who have intro- 
our way; but V——, whoſe hopes were 
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explanation he had 
e 
222. 
jos diſappointment. It was a juſt pu- 
of his | . 
which were a continual fource of ver 
jon, inconvenience, and delay, to the 
ation, F 
1 
— em 
but the villages we paſſed through r 
— I CI 
n 
manity of the Ruſſian troops. The 
— — 
even theſe we could not procure in 

We found the climate cold and in- 


land. 
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two or three times a day. The face of 
the country, in moſt parts, reſembles that 
of Bulgaria, being very level, badly cul- 


On the 7th, in the morning, we 
croſſed the Serret, and ſtopped to dine at 
a village called Surai, which, though 
compoſed of but a few huts, poſſeſſes a 
fituation that does credit to the taſte of 
its founder. Near it there is a delightful 
little wood, refreſhed by ſeveral limpid 
ſhrubs. It alſo produces a great variety 
of wild flowers, ſome of which I col- 
lected, and will ſhew them to you on 
my return. I think you will admire them 


as much as many of the plants in our 
hot-houſes, which are reared with fo 
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empire. Even if they were not united 
by any ſuch cloſe connexion, the obſery- 
ance of a privilege ſo immoral in its ten- 
dency, and fo miſchievous in its conſe- 
quence, would be fall hable to much re- 
probation. It might, in ſome meaſure, 
be extenuated ; but it could not be juſti- 
fied: for no country ſhould hold out an 
encouragement to vice, by affording it 
protection; but, on the contrary, ſhould 
bringing to juſtice that offender, who has 
violated his duty as a citizen, and griev- 
ouſly tranſgreſſed thoſe fundamental laws 
of ſociety which it is evidently the inte- 
ſinaly to maintain. 

|  Fokſhan is alſo an intereſting ſpot, on 
account of a dreadful battle which was 
fought under its walls laſt September, 
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one fide, and the Turks on the other. 
| The Turkiſh army had been ſent by the 
Porte to defend the place, and conſiſted 
of cighty thouſand men, who were to- 
tally routed by the united forces of the 
enemy, whoſe numbers amounted to lit- 
tle more than a third of their opponents. 

When we recolle& the undaunted va- 
lour diſplayed by the Turks on many for- 
mer accalims, it certainly, at firſt view, 
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. 1 — . the Turks, 


blinded 4 inſurmountable TOI 
Nature inay almoſt always be afffted and 
forwarded by the efforts of art; and per- 
haps in no inſtance is the ſo dependent, 
as in the contingent events of war. The 
operations of a ſkilful general will, fre- 
agen of number Ever on the watch, 
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Tube firſt onſet of the Turks few troops 
can withſtand ; but that violent effer- 
veſcence of ſpirit is ſoon exhauſted; the 
havoc of the cnemy's artillery is felt; and 
they often retreat as ſuddenly, and with 
as much precipitance, as they engage. 
When this once happens, the. day is loſt; 
for conceiving then, that their deſeat has 
been pre-ordained by fate, the phantoms 
of imaginary danger appal them ; confu- 
fon. and deſpair ſpread rapidly through = 
the ranks ; the voice of exhortation is 
unheeded ; and no effort can induce them 
— I have often heard it remarked, | 
rians: a maxim whoſe ſoundneſs I totally 
diſcredit, for although, under ſome c- 
the diſadvantages which it may occaſion 
under others. 


THROUGH TURKEY. 147 


I neglected to mention, in its proper 
place, a circumſtance which occurred on 
our journey to Raſſovat, and which di- 
verted us exceedingly. One day, whilft 
our oxen were grazing, a wreſtling match 
rocs ſprang from the turf on which they 
their ſtrength and agility. In a minute 
they were ſtripped, and the conteſt be- 
gan; and, as they poſſeſſed nearly the 
fame powers, it was a very keen one. 
themſelves with all their might, and to 
difpute the prize of honour with exalted 
notions of its value. They were, how- 


ever, ſo well matched, both in point of 
8 | 
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ing the convenient hold which was fur- 
niſhed by the immenſity of their breeches 
(for, in ſpite of the faſhionable phraſe, it 
11 of terms 
ſtinate conteſt enſued, beſore one of the 
opponents was overſet. The fortune. o 
the day was then decided, and, parting 
2 — re- 
turned to their reſpective occupations, our 
„„ 
on our journey. 
| Fokſhan, Wann ae 
and the country, which f it, is 
fide, which is in a high fiate of cultive- 
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elchough it is fold at the low rate of two 
| paras® the cke F, and the prince claims 
but ten per cent. on the groſs amount, it 
yields him an annual income of one hun- 
ſpot alſo furniſhes an abundance of ex- 
cellent timber, which is an article of ex- 
tenſive traffic. It is carried in boats to 
Galatz, and thence in larger veſſels to 
Conſtantinople, where it is bought up for 
the purpoſe of making maſts. The Ruffians 
arc the principal purchaſers and confumers 
of the wine. 

On the gth, in the morning, a pacha 
of three tails, who had been long ex- 


Apen a little more than a halſpenny, twenty 

of them making a ſhilling. 
+ An cke is 2}1b, Boch wine and oil pay duty 
„ mag, 


L 3 
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entered it with great pomp, attended by 
a gorgeous train of fix hundred horſemen, 
amidft the filent and ſolemn admiration 
of the trembling inhabitants. His band 
of martial muſic was compoſed of drum- 
mers and fifers, and a few players on the 
cymbal, whoſe chief merit conſiſted in 
making a great noiſe ; for they were nei- 
ther expert performers, nor were the airs, 
guiſhed for any thing but their inſipidity. 
by mules, to which they were faſtened 
| byy the means of loug poles. He himdelf 
was ſeated in a clumſy coach, and had all 
that marked contempt and felf-fafficiency 
in his countenance, which a conſciouſneſs 
of authority, added to a want of merit, 

8 
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generally imprints ; but it is the fortune of 
rank to receive the tribute of outward re- 
ſpe from the bulk of mankind, and flat- 
tery adheres as naturally to power as envy 
to ment. To compliment him, the Chriſ- 
tian ſtandards were diſplayed, and a great 
crowd of people was collected to do hm 
| homage. He had been three weeks on 
the road from Buchoreſt, diffaſing hor- 
ror, and exciting concealed deteſtation, 
wherever he paſſed. 
quently lay waſte a whole province. 
They commit ads of the moſt ſhameful 
plunder; levy heavy contributions; and 
without ever thinking of offering the 
moſt trifling compenſation. So entirely s 
the people at their diſpoſal, that they have 
nothing to do but to tremble and fubmit, 
L4 
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Theſe petty tyrants. are inveſted with an 
uncontrouled power of life and death, 
which they never allow to fleep; but 
exercifing it according to the fuchs 
of their. intereſt, they alternately render 
it the inſtrument of miſery and deſtruc- 
tion. Unacquainted with the dictates of 
mercy and benevolence, no appeal to hu- 
manity is liſtened to; but .prexogatives, 
which, if unabuſed, and impartially ad- 

miniſtered, might extend the bleſſings of 
proſperity and peace, are made fubſer- 
vient to the moſt brutal paſſions, and are, 
by the total diſmiſfion of mildneſs and 
juſtia, conmned intp the frourges of the 
Yet what can be the enjoyments of 
the moſt abſolute deſpot ? He may, it 
is true, inſpire fear; he may enforce fub- 
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' is obſcured by the virtues of the honeſt, 
upright man ; whoſe good offices are pro- 
portioned to his means; whoſe boſom 
is warmed with the pure emotions of ge- 
neroſity; who glories in the extenſion of 
benevolence; and who knows no plea- 
ſure ſo exquiſite, as that of imparting 
conſolation and relief! His happineſs is 
umiform ; his ſatisfaction is ſolid ; and al- 
though not clothed with the purple, or 
_ armed with the authority of tyrants, he 
polleſſes the love, the eſteem, the vene+ 
ration, of his fellow-creatures. O great- 
neſs! profit by the example of thoſe 
whom you conſider as your inferiours; be 
convinced that you are no more, in the 
eye of God, than other men; learn there- 
fore moderation, and practiſe virtue. 


During our reſidence at Fokſhan, we 
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of the Moldavian fide of the town, who 
was a polite, well-bred man, and afforded 
us every affiftance in his power. He 
ſpoke Italian fluently, and in converſation 
was intelligent and communicative. He 
| had travelled in the civilized parts of 
Europe, and had learnt enough of their 
policy and internal government, to enter- 
tain but a mean opinion of thoſe which 
were cftabliſhed in Turkey. 

 fetained here, we went to a Greek chriſ- 
to beg our attendance, and alſo, to ſolicit 
Madame V to ſtand godmother ; to 
ſervice laſted about an hour. It was per- 
formed, in the literal Greek, by one of 
the papas or pricſts, who read with great 


On the eve of our departure, one of 
the prince of Walachia's officers arrived, 
who, fupplying the place of the Molda- 
vian, attended us to Buchoreſt. The 
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principal uſe of theſe officers, is to pro- 
night; for, in this part of the world, 
far ſhelter in vain. They, however, ma- 
for, being authorifed by the prince to turn 
any. perſon out of his houſe, the unfor- 
heart revolted at being obliged to have 
recourſe to this barbarous privilege ; and 
although we always endeavoured to ſa- 
tisfy the ejected tenant by the gift of ſome 
money, ſtill thought it a hard lot to be 
reconciled to, and could not help deplor- 
ing the neceſſity of the caſe. Amongſt 
the moſt ſtupid and uninformed, idcas of 
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LETTER XX. 


Buchoreſt, June 16, 1992. 
W left Fokſhan on the gth, 
and, towards the evening, reached Tir- 
kukoli, which is fuch a miſcrable village, 
that my brother and I, after ſearching in 
vain for a lodging barely decent, were 
forced to abandon the point, and to paſs 
can be more diſguſting than the ſcenes 
which theſe hovels exhibit. They are 
the receptacles of poverty and dirt. The 
| floors arc generally of clay, and the 
from the filth with which they arc co- 
vered is quite infufferable. 


x60 
was excited to a very high degree. About 
an hour after our arrival, juſt as night was 
we diſcovered that it proceeded from a 
We felt ourſelves intereſted on various ac- 
counts, and were determined, if poflible, to 
reach the ſpot. We accordingly ſet out on 
our expedition, and, croſſing over ſeveral 
fields and ditches, arrived in time to be 


witneſſes of a ſcene of confummate horror 


The houſes, in this part of Turkey, 
being built of wood, and thatched with 
ruſhes or ſtraw, arc entirely compoſed of 
combuſtible materials ; and the inhabi- 
tants not being furniſhed with engines or 


any proper machines for the conveyance 


THROUGH TURKEY. 161 
of water in caſes of fuch emergency, the 
ravages of fire are generally dreadful. 

ſpreading very rapidly, and the miſerable 
themſeluer. All the little comforts (and 
they had, with prudent parſimony, been 
treaſuring up for years, fell a ſacrifice to 
the fury of this inſatiable element. The 
women, with ſcarcely any clothes to cover 
them, for they had been alarmed from 
their beds, were half frantic. Some of them 
had their infant children in their arms, 
and were protecting them as well as they 
could from the cold. Thus aſſembled,” 
they fat on the bare ground cloſe to cach 
other; and whilſt they kept their eyes 

Vor. II. M 
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children, they bewailed the horrors of 
the moſt piercing ſhrieks. I think I never 
in my life beheld a more intereſting 
group. It was capable of awakening ſen- 
fations of pity and ſympathy in the hard- 
eſt heart that ever beat. We can furvey, 
with a certain degree of compoſure, the 
misfortunes of thoſe, who have reached 
the ſeaſon of maturity, and who are en- 
the ſtorms of fortune; but when women 
and helpleſs infants are placed before our 
eyes, furrounded with perils from which 
there is no protection, and invoking the 
clemency of God to fave them from total 
deſtruction; when we ſee the fenti- 
ments of nature prevail, after the dic- 
tates of reaſon have nearly loſt their influ- 
ence; when amidſt the ruin and con- 
fuſion of ſuch a ſpectacle we behold 
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a mother, in a ſtate of diſtraction, ſtill 
obeying the more powerful fuay of in- 
ſtinct, and, whilſt the mind is abſorbed 
by the contemplation of every thing that 
is horrible and tremendous, the heart is 
engaged in fulfilling one of its tendereſt 
and moſt effential offices; it is as im- 
poſſible to dwell on a ſcene of fuch com- 
plicated affection, anxiety, and diſtreſß, 
without emotion, as it is to reſtore hfe 
when every pulſe has ceaſed to vibrate. 
The men, however, difplayed more firm- 
neſs, and were actively employed in pul- 
ling down a houſe, which was removed 
a few yards from that on fire. This 
method ſucceeded, and probably ſaved the 
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whether they could not underſtand our 
intentions, or miſtook us for Ruſſians, 
from whom they have fo lately expe- 
nenced every calamity, I am at a loſs to 
cuniary relief, and turned from us with 
viſible ſigns of perturbation and dread. 
Under theſe circumſtances, as we were 
ſeparated from our guard, we thought it 
prudent to retreat. 
On the 10th, we dined at Ribnik, 
which is delightfully fituated in a rich 
country, abounding with wood and fine 
| Thus place, before the war, was a con- 
fiderable town, conſiſting of fix or ſeven 
vious to their departure, from mere wan- 
tonnes, reduced to about fifty. Can you, 
my friend, imagine an injuſtice, a baſe- 
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neſs, a cruelty, fuperior to this? The 
very contemplation of ſuch unprovoked 
and conſummate iniquity, muſt raiſe a 
flame of indignation and reſentment in 
every honeſt breaſt !—Oh ! how deſpica- 
ble does human nature appear, when we 
only becauſe no riſk is incurred, and no 
reſiſtance can fucceed! To a mind of 
any ſentiment whatever, that ferocious | 
depravity of heart, which propels a people 

to ravage and deſtroy, without pity or 
remorſe, its dependent territones, 1s quite 
mexplicable. Yet, however extraordinary, 
it is fill a truth, that both in Moldavia 
and Walachia, during the whole of the 
late war, the Turks were more dreaded 
than either the Germans or the Ruffians : 


x66 TRAVELS 
place in which they were quartered, they 

It was our intention to have croſſed 
the Buſeo this evening, and to have flept 
at the town of that name which is on the 
oppoſite fide; but the heavy rains, which 
had fallen the two preceding days, had fo 
ſwollen the river, that it was not fordable, 
and we were obliged to paſs the night in 
. a boyar's houſe which, a few months be- 
fore, had been entirely diſmantled by the 
Turks, who, as a token of their con- 
tempt, had uſed it as a ſtable. The whole 
village of Marachini, near which it ſtands, 
as well as its inhabitants, belongs to the 
eſtate, and when it changes maſters, they 
are transferred with it, like other com- 
in this unfortunate country, the people 
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are degraded below the ordinary level of 
| odious part of the feudal fyſtem is allow- 
ed to retain its primitive force. 
| The boyars are the nobility, or rather 
the land-holders, of the country. They 
poſſeſs a great deal of power, of which 
they make a very bad uſe; and the hope 
of one day obtaining the government of 
the province, is an unceaſing ſpur to their 
tinually tampering with the Porte, and 
are generally engaged in cabals and in- 
Shortly after our arrival at Marachini, 
not chooſing to truſt entirely to the re- 
ports of the villagers, in order to ſatisfy 
myſelf about the real ſtate of the nver, I 
took a walk to its banks, which were at 
the diſtance of about a mile. But I 
- 
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found it as they had repreſented. On 
my return, I was faddenly caught in a 
violent ſhower of rain, and was obliged to 
take ſhelter in a mill. I was in the 
Engliſh drefs, and had a hanger in my 
venture to go out alone. The miller and 
his men ſeemed to be much furpriſed 
at the ſudden appearance of a ſtranger, 
me to warm myſelf at an excellent fire, 
and, when I left them, one of them re- 
ſpecifully attended me to the door. 
preparations for fording the Buſco, which 
although lightly thought of at firſt, we 
ſoon found to be an undertaking of no 
ſmall difficulty. Its banks are ftcep and 
ſandy, and it branches into ſeveral 
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ſtreams, whoſe currents were ſo impe- 
tuous, that moſt of our waggons, not- 
withſtanding they were fupported, on 
cach fide, by ſeyeral men, — 
eaped being overſet. 
Having a letter of introduction to the 
governor of the town, on our arrival, we 
were politely received by him, and he or- 
dered a dinner to be immediately prepared 
for us. His converſation, for a long 
Ponce 
ungovernable licentioufneſs of the ſoldiery, 
and he dwelt on their cruelty and in- 


houſes, and that it had been reduced to 
its preſent ſituation (which is that of 
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a contemptible village) by the Turks, 
et it on fire, and plundered the inha· 
As ſoon as he heard that we were 
Engliſhmen, he launched out in praiſe of 
lamented that none of them, particularly 
fire-arms (of which the Grecks as well = 
as the Turks are paſſionately fond), were 
to be procured at Buſco. My brother, 
fortunately, had with him a pair of 
ſactured for Turkey, and which, although 
not of fuperior workmanſhip, were cal- 
culated to pleaſe the governor of a Greek 
| town. What he had faid had fo flat- 
tered our nationality, that the generous 
feclings of our hearts were awakened, and 
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complied. He felt the full force of the 
compenſation, he infifted on ſending us 
forward to Buchoreſt in his own carriage 
with fix horſes, and hoped that, by re- 
turning to Buſeo at ſome future period, 
we ſhould afford him an opportunity of 
ing his importunity, we perſiſted in de- 
clining his offer, till he yielded; and I 
ſhall conſider myſelf unfortunate if I am 
ever in a ſituation to require the hoſpita- 
lity, which he ſo liberally proffered. I do 
not, however, conſider myſelf lefs obliged 
to him, for no man could have behaved 
with greater urbanity and politeneſs. 
verſed a fertile and agrecable country. 
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boundaries of the Turkiſh and Hungarian 
dominions, are ſeen at a diftance, and 
form the limits of ſeveral enchanting 
proſpects. For the laſt feven or eight 
miles, the road winds through a delicious 
wood, where I frequently deſcended from 
our waggon to gather wild flowers, 
wheck ſpring up in great abundance and 
variety. 
Aſormatzi, is not on account of its con- 
ſequence (for it is but a ſmall village 
conſiſting of huts), but becauſe there is 
near it a ſpacious manſion (where we 
ſlept) which was built for the reception 
of travellers, by prince Ipfillanti, a man 
highly and deſervedly celebrated in this 
country, for ſtrength of underſtanding and 
benevolence of heart. 

= 
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This prince reigned ed nine ſucceſſive 
years over Walachia, and, by the vigour 
and purity of his government, acquired 


univerſal love and eſteem. The Turkiſh 
court, which is uniformly actuated by the 
vileſt policy, at laſt became jealous of his 


, abfotute, and the will of the forexcign is 
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its law! for then, the fate of the fubjet 
| is entirely dependent on the qualities of | 
| the ruler; happy or miſerable, flouriſhing 
— a his Gpaltions and talents 
are good or bad. 
| — wow curſ{; if the 
heart of man were always regulated by 
reaſon, benevolence, and juſtice; and 
never enſlaved, corrupted, or biaffed, by 
intereſt or paſſion ; of all others, an abſo- 
lute government would certainly be the 
moſt defirable and the beſt ; for juſtly, 
diſcreetly, and wiſely adminiſtered, it is 
capable of communicating the greateſt 
degree, both of individual happineſs, and 
political ftrength. Such a government, 
regulated by an able and virtuous prince, 
for, defiring the honour, proſperity, and 
welfare of his people, and perceiving in 
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what they muſt confift, he has alſo, as 
CCC 


our waggons ſo well, for ſome of them 
abreaſt : and the reins and harneſs, which 
were chiefly compoſed of cord, were al- 
ways more or leis entangled and de- 
ranged. 


176 TRAVELS 


LETTER XI. 


Tour Rouge, June 21, 1792. 

A our two oclock on the 

13th, after a pleaſant journey from Afor- 
matzi, we arrived at Buchoreſt, which is 
the capital of Walachia and the refidence 
of the prince v. It is agreeably ſituated 
on the brow of a gently riſing hill; is 
contraſted in breadth, but extended in 
length ; and, from the many trees which 


®* Formerly the princes of Walachia reſided at 
Tergoviſt, which is about thirty miles to the north- 
eaſt of Buchoreft, and is a conſiderable city. In thoſe 
days it was regarded as the capital of Walachia. The 
Princes of Walachia are alſo ſtyled Hoſpodars, and, 
by the Poles and Ruffians, Waywodes, a word of 


1 rigin, Sgrifying a * 
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good deal the appearance, as you ap- 
proach it, of an overgrown village. Some 
of the houſes are of wood; but they are 
chiefly built of brick, which is plaſtered 
and whitewaſhed, and, inſtead of boards, 
their floors are of brick. The ſoſa is the 
principal, and frequently the only, piece of 
vided, and which, as with the Turks, is 
applied to the double purpoſe of a ſeat by 
day, and a bed at night. All the firects 
them from one fide to the other, forming 
a kind of perpetual wooden bridge, which 
is expenſive, diſagrecable, and inconve- 
of the nature of the foil, which will not 
bind, or admit of a firm foundation. 
Many of theſe planks have a great claſti- 
Vor. II. N 
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city, ſo that, when you are in a carriage, 
| you are ſometimes toſſed about in the 
clouds of duſt, which fly from them 
on a windy day, arc a dreadful annoy- 
When I inform you that the number 
of large churches alone, amounts to three 
hundred and fixty*, you will naturally 
infer that all the inhabitants are prieſts. 
A great peoportion of them, I believe, s; 
but although they wear the outward garb. 
of religion, they are, by all accounts, far 
their devotion or morality, from the com- 
mon herd of mankind. This indeed is al- 


* | did not count them myſelf; but ſeveral peo- 
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ſein is orerſtocked with miniſters; fo 
few, men will be lazy, and lazineſs will 
uniformly relax virtue, and frequently en- 

built in the form of a Greek croſs, are, in 
ſenting the Greek ſaints and different 
parts of eccleſiaſtical hiftory, have a 
23 

would Apelles, or Zeuxis, or | 
genes, be amazed, could they reviſit the 
| earth, and behold their deſcendants pay- 
23 

the tribute which is only due to 
happicſt efforts of genius, and the moſt 
maſterly execution of art ! 
All the rich boyars refide here in the 
N 2 
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winter, and ſome of them live in great 
profuſion and fplendour. As a proof of 
the haughtineſs of their notions, it 1s con- 
fidered as ungenteel, and quite incon- 
ſiſtent with their dignity, to be ſeen in 
the city on foot, ſo that every perſon, 
vehicles, which are conſtructed for the 
indulgence of this luxury, are quite in- 
credible, and many of them are very 
elegant and coſtly. They however build 
ſcarce any of them at Buchoreſt, but 
purchaſe them chiefly in Hungary or at 
Some of the ſtreets are wide and re- 
_ gular, and the bazar, which is a ſpacious 
| building, is well furniſhed with merchan- 

= 

On the 15th we took a ride to ſee the 


THROUGH TURKEY. 181 
environs of the city, and in our way ſtop- 
ped at a kioſk, belonging to the principa- 
lity, a place only worth noticing on ac- 
count of its fituation, which is extremely 
pleaſant, and commands an extenſive 
view over a fine champaign country. 

From this kioſk we drove to a public 
walk, where we found a number of peo- 
ple of both ſexes collected, enjoying the 
coolneſs of the evening air. We imime- 


joined them; but I was not much gra- 
tified with the animate objeAs of the 
landſcape, for it ſeemed as if all the hideous 
women of Walachia were aſſembled on 
this ſpot. 2993 > O__- 
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amiable part of the creation. We im- 
mediatcly attracted their notice, and they 
gathered round us that they might ex- 
amine us more minutely. Had we been 
thus encircled by the charms of grace and 
youth and beauty, how oppoſite would 
have been my ſenſations! I ſhould then, 
in return, have gazed at them, till I had 
been loſt in admiration and delight : but 
culated to inſpire any fuch emotions, and 
we were glad to avail ourſelves of an early 
opportunity of returning to our carriage, 
and haſtening home. 

On the 16th we dined at the Ruffian 
conful's, who feaſted us fo fumptuouſly, 
that I could ſcarcely help imagining I was 
either at Paris or London. We ſpent a 
moſt agrecable day, for we had not onlyan 
exccllent dinner, but excellent wine, and, 
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what is ſtill better than either, excellent 
converſation. After a journey through 
an unciviliſed country, we feel a great 
ſatisſaction in the ſociety of polite, in- 
converſation and their manners recall to 
the mind a thouſand pleaſing images, 
and, as it were, renew our acquaintance 
with thoſe habits and purſuits in which 
we were bred. The Ruffian and the Ger- 
man confuls are at preſent the only two 
gentlemen eftabliſhed here, in a public 
capacity, from any of the European 
courts, with which indeed there is but 


removed from any navigable river, and 


31 Down we _ every cleility and 
attention, being very defirous that we 
ſhould ſee the court before we left Bu- 


* — to appointment, 
on the 17th. 

As we had not been formally intro- 
duced, it was the etiquette, on our en- 
in a rich Grecian dreſs, was ſeated on a 
e eee 
A great deal of reſpect and ceremony was 
obſcrved, but it was not a day of much 


bowl, and a lip of amber. Every body 
paid him the moſt obſequious deference, 
and, whenever he opened his lips, a pro- 
found filence reigned throughout the hall. 
Before we retired, he ordered his ſecretary 
to beg the favour of our company to 
was not to be rejected. We accordingly 
waited on him at the appointed time, and 
were received with all the politeneſs 
imaginable. We had not been ſeated 


and, after offering us pipes, preſented us 
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with coffee and fweetmeats, which 
were both of an exquiſite flavour. By 
means of his ſecretary (who ſpeaks French 
with fluency and elegance) he entered 
men, and fuſpected that, after having 
viſited the moſt civilized and flouriſhing 
kingdoms of Europe, we could derive but 
little advantage or ſatisfaction from tra- 
velling through Walachia. This was a 


natural and a rational remark, and, al- 


* The Turks and Greeks have a particular me- 
thod of preparing their coffee. After it has been 
roaſted, inftead of grinding it, they pound it in a 
mortar, and boil it on the grounds of coffee that 
has been uſed. They drink it frequently, in the 
courſe of the day, and always preſent it to viſitors. 
Their cups, which are very ſmall, are generally of 
fine porcelain, and are placed in a fecond cup of gold 
or ſilver, elegantly emboſſed, or worked in filigree. 


In theſe articles the rich go to an afloniſhing ex- 
Z 
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though I did not tell him fo, I gave him 
credit for the ingenuouſneſs with which 
it was made. He lamented ſeveral times, 
with apparent fincerity, the fituation of 
his own country, which had fo lately | 
been the ſcene of rapine and bloodſhed, 
and hoped that his exertions would ſhort- 
ly reſtore it to happineſs and plenty. I 
really admired him for his ſentiments and 
thus, and allowed his thoughts to guide 
his actions, what an additional fum of 
felicity would be enjoyed by the maſs of 
mankind! Still it is very ſtrange and 
otherwiſe, for what reward can be more 
flattering to the ambition of a man who 
_ thirſts after fame, or more grateful to the 
feelings of a man who has any reſpect for 
virtue, than a voluntary tribute of grati- 

| 2 
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guiſcd affection of his people? 

A few minutes after we withdrew, he 
ſent his ſecretary to us with two general 
letters; one to the poſtmaſters, ordering 
them to furniſh us, through his domi- 
nions, with fix horſes, at his own ex- 
pence; and the other, addreſſed to the 
governors of the cities we were to paſs 
through, recommending us to their par- 
us every aſſiſtance in their power. 

The princes of Walachia are appoint- 
inveſtiture by a ſtandard and veſt which 
quires an immenſe fum of money to ob- 
tain this mark of diſtinction. In addition 
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gencies of bribery, to which it is neceſſary 
to attend, at a court where corruption is 
the ſource and foul of power, fwallows up 
a great part of the revenue of the prin- 
taxes, and enact laws at pleaſure. When, 
however, the grand ſeignor is engaged in 
are, if required, obliged to raiſe men, and 
to join the Ottoman forces, like the 
vaſſals of the feudal times, who were 
bound to follow and defend their lord pa- 

They, in general, keep a ſplendid 
court ; but as the palace (which was a 
is obliged to take up his refidence in a 
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monaſtery, and to live in a leſs expenſive 
manner till it can be rebuilt. +3 
The court of the princeſs is quite 
diftin& from that of the prince, and at 
her levees no gentlemen are admitted, ex- 
cept on ſome particular days, which ſel- 
FR 
| The revenue of the principality 
amounts, annually, to about five million 
piaſtres, above one half of which is claim- 
ed by the Porte: the remainder is al- 


lotted to the prince, to defray the ex- = 


pences of his government, and to enable 
him to maintain a ſplendour, ſuitable to 
the importance of his office and the dig- 
nity of his rank. 

The principal productions of the 
with which a confiderable trade is carried 
on to Conſtantinople, and different parts 
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of Hungary and Ruſs. The wheat 


which this country produces is black, 
from which it derived the Turkiſh name 
Carabogdana, which ſignifies the Land of 
Black Wheat. In ſome of the mountains 
{kilfully worked, might be of confiderable 
value; and pieces of gold, of a very pure 
quality, are frequently found in the ſand, 
on the banks of the large rivers. The 
climate is good, and the foil huxuriant ; 
but it is badly cultivated, and a great pro- 
portion of it is totally neglected. This, 
however, is not to be wondered at, and 
muſt ever be the caſe, where the fubjet 
is unprotected, and cntirely dependent on 
the will of the ruler : for what man can 
be expected to exert his ingenuity, or to 
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be is uncertain by whom the fruits of his 
labours will be reaped ? 5 
But what in this country, mote par- 
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burſed for their Ration (which is always 
purchaſed), but alſo, that they may amaſs 
a ſufficiency of additional wealth, to be 
able, by bribery, to ward off the blow 
which frequently fucceeds their depoſi- 
tion, and which is nothing more or leſs 
| than the loſs of their heads. Such is the 
award which commonly awaits thoſe who 
riſe to poſts of eminence in Turkey ! 
Yet, notwithſtanding the perils with 
which this high office is furrounded, it 
is ſought after with the keeneſt avidity : 
a a proof how readily we are enticed on to 
ruin by the infignificance of ideal ad- 
vantages, and how eaſily we are blinded 
in our conjectures of more diſtant events, 
pect of immediate or approaching enjoy- 
ment ! 

Vor. II. = 
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would vaniſh. It would then be the in- 
tereſt of the prince to promote the hap- 
ſequence of his people, and. by encourag- 
merce, to inſure and perpetuate a regular 
and increaſing revenue. 

The preſent prince, however, is much 
beloved, and has the character of be- 
ing a worthy, nay even a patriotic man. 
Though not poſſeſſed of the talents, in 
point of goodneſs and benevolence of 
heart, he reſembles his predeceſſor Ipfil- 
lanti, and, in conſequence of his popula- 
rity, is ſo apprehenſive of the machina- 
tions and intrigues of the Turkiſh court, 
that he judges it neceſſary, for his 
| faſety, to open all the letters, which 
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are ſent from Buchoreſt to Conftanti- 
nople. 

A number of Hungarians, Saxons, Ar- 
menians, and Jews, is eſtabliſhed in dif- 
ferent parts of Walachia, and, poſſefling 
much more enterpriſe and perſeverance 
than the natives, what commerce the 
country, in its preſent impoveriſhed and 
exhauſted ſtate, admits of, is chiefly car- 
ned on by them. The Walachians, how- 


a noble anceſtry. 
It was our intention to have left Bu- 


choreſt on the day following our arrival, 
but we had great difficulty in procuring a 
carriage; for, notwithſtanding the number 

O 2 
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the ſtreets, there was but one in the town 
on fale, for which, taking advantage of 
our ſituation, we were obliged to pay very 
handſomely. In all countries felf-in- 
tereſt, I obſerve, is ſufficiently under- 

ſtood, to enable a dealer in any article 
to diſcover every opportunity which ariſes 
of exacting from a ſtranger an exorbitant 
profit. Conceiving that he ſhall deal with 
him but once, he is little careful what 
opinion may be formed of his integrity, 
ſcience to be overruled by the allure- 
ments of intereſt. The prince had, in- 
deed, politely ſent us an araba with 
the horſes, but it was in ſuch a crazy 
condition that we were fearful of ven- 
turing to undertake in it ſo long a jour- | 
ney. Having, therefore, purchaſed a car- 

riage, and provided ourſelves with a ſer- 


THROUGH TURKEY. 197 


vant, who underſtands the Walachian 
and Hungarian languages, on the 18th 
we took our leave of V—— and his 
family, who purpoſe ſettling at Bu- 
Till we reached Peteſti, we only 
paſſed through miſerable villages, where 
eggs, bad bread and four wine, and even 
theſe articles were carefully concealed, 
to this place, without being much in- 
debted to art, is tolerably good, and the 
poſtillions drove us remarkably well. The 
country is undulated, and, in ſome parts, 
mountainous; but is very fertile, and 
abounds in wood and rich paſturages. 
| At Peteſti, which is a ſmall town, 
pleaſantly fituated on the weſtern fide of 
the river Argis, we paid a viſit to the go- 
03 
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vernor, who, according to the faſhion of 
the country, preſented us with coffee and 
ſweetmeats; and, when we took our 
leave, his ſervant followed us to the car- 
riage with a cheeſe and two loaves of 
bread, which we accepted without any 
ficent preſent, we purchaſed, in addition, 
a few cata 2: + ſhop; a precaution 
which, when opportunity permitted, we 
had for ſome time paſt punctually adhered 
to, and which the conſideration of what 
we had formerly endured, ſeemed fully to 
The duſt, which the horſes, as we 
went along, kicked up in clouds, had fo 
| foiled our clothes, that, when we preſent- 
ed ourſelves to the governor, we muſt 
have had more the appearance of pedlars 
than of gentlemen, and he eyed us fo 
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narrowly, that I have often thought fince, 
he had ſome fuſpicion we were impoſtors. 
The propriety, however, of changing our 
dreſs did not occur till it was too late; 
but, determined not to experience a ſe- 
cond time, at leaſt that day, the embar- 
raſſment to which it had ſubjected us, 
vrhilſt the horſes were putting to, at the 
lic view by the thickneſs of the trees, we 
adonized ourſelves from top to toe. It 
vas, indeed, to ſuch places as this that 
we had been generally obliged to repair, 
apartment, which we of courſe gave up to 
the ladics. 

Leaving Peteſti, the road for ſeveral 
miles is rough and mountainous, and is af- 
94 
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terwards continued through a beautiful 
wood, abounding in a variety of large 
well-grown trees, graced with a luxuriant 


foliage, and preſenting ſome of the moſt 


great diſtance from the road, dug out of a 
rock, in each of which a number of people 
a blazing fire. It was a ſcene which 
ſtruck, and which pleaſed us very much. 
The groteſque appearance of their figures 
and dreſs, added to their movements, and 
the vivid gleam which the light re- 
flected on their countenances; the ſolemn 
ſilence which prevailed, except now and 
then when it was interrupted by a hollow 
deep-toned voice, or a violent burſt. of 
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laughter; the thick ſhade of the trees, 
and the ſequeſtered retirement of the ſpot; 
brought to mind, more than once, Le 
gageꝰs deſcription in Gil Blas of the den of 
thieves. - | 

On the 19th we arrived on the banks 
of the river Alt, but too late in the even- 
ing to croſs, and were obliged to remain 
in our carriage all night, at a ſmall village 
on the eaſtern fide. We paſſed over it 
the next morning at day-break, in a ferry- - 
boat, and then drove on till we came to 
Rimnic, which is a large and handſome 
town. As, however, we only ſtopped 
there whulft our horſes were changing, 
| you cannot expect that I ſhould enter 
been fo early in the morning, we ſhould 


202 | TRAVELS 
On the 20th, about four o'clock in 
we preſented a letter, from the prince of 
| Walachia's ſecretary, to the vataf®, who 
received us with great reſpect, and regaled 
us with bread, eggs, and wine. The road 
from Rimnic to this place is ſo mountain- 
ous, that we judged it prudent to de- 
ſcend ſeveral times from our carriage. | 
We had made many inquiries on the 
way, whether or no we ſhould have any 
quarantine to perform, on entering the 
emperor's dominions, and had always 
been anſwered in the negative. You may, 
therefore, conceive our mortification and 
ſurpriſe, when, on our arrival at the laza- 
retto of Tour Rouge, we were ſtopped, 
and told that we could not proceed any 


* A vataf is an officer belonging to the cuſtoms. 
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farther, before the expiration of ten days. 
On explanation, we found it was not our 
reſidence in Walachia, but our viſit to 
Conſtantinople, which ſubjected us to this 
penalty, nor could any one inform us 
what ſtay in Walachia would have en- 
titled us to paſs without detention. Peo- 
ple who refided in the fame houſe with 
entered the metropolis of the empire, 
would have been entitled to paſs; a fuſfi- 
cient proof of the abſurdity of the regu- 
lation; fince it is evident that had we 
cated the diſeaſe to others. We ſhould, 
I believe, have contrived to eſcape, had 
it not been for the ſtupidity of our ſervant, 
Conſtantinople. Till then, our fate was 
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in ſuſpenſe; but the moment the name 
of that infected city twanged in the ears 
of the officer that examined us, (who was 
a ſtiff German, with a great deal of pride 
| and very little ſenſe), he turned up his 
noſe, and ſaid, he need aſk no more 
— ———__ 
— 
deſcent of the road from Keneni rendered 
it very dangerous, and frequently warned 
us to alight from our carriage; but we 
were amply repaid for this inconvenience | 
by the beauty and grandeur of the ſcenery 
which ſurrounded us. The ſoſt, the wild, 
the magnificent, was contained - within 
the circle which the eye encompaſſed. 
On one fide hill aroſe on hill, in confuſed. 
fuccefſion, till their ſummits were loſt in 
the clouds; on another, the fight, as if to 
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recover itſelf from the fatigue of contem- 
plating ſo much majeſty, repoſed on 
ſloping meadows of the choiceſt verdure. 
in all her exuberance and eccentricity. 
Towering mountains, clothed with im- 
riſing perpendicularly from their baſe; and 
barren crags of endleſs and fantaſtic ſhape; 
by turns engaged the attention, and ſeaſt- 
ed the mind with alternate wonder and 
delight. The Alt, ſeveral hundred yards 
below, rolled its winding waters through 
a narrow valley, ſometimes with an un- 
ruffled ſurface gliding gently in its bed, 
from rock to rock, exhibiting one ex- 
panded ſheet of foam, and making the 
country re- echo with its murmurs. We 
paſſed three monaſteries which are de- 
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lightfully fituated on its banks, but 
war. 


We had frequently, in the coure of 
this long and tedious journey, particularly 
before our arrival at Buchoreft, heard of 
bands of robbers, who infeſted and deſo- 
were any truth in theſe reports, we were 
certainly fortunate, for none of them ever 
we left Fokſhan, the ladies were rather 
alarmed by the ſudden appearance of five 
—_ 9 
ſoon ceaſed ; > iy ae wie 
poor inoffenſive fellows, who were travel- 
harbouring the ſame ſuſpicions againſt us, 
which, as we were by far the moſt nu- 
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merous party, might much more na- 
turally ariſe. The poor wretches who 
drove us were the humbleſt creatures on 
carth, and had been fo accuſtomed to 
nothing but ſtripes, that their expreſſions 
ſlavery debaſes the mind, and deſtroys all 
ſelf-eſteem ! I like every man to behave 
with a proper and conſiſtent reſpect to- 
wards his ſuperiors, but I pity the wretch 
who cringes even to a king. 

In a few words I can give you a de- 
ſcription of the place of our confinement. 
It conſiſts of about a dozen white-waſhed 
| houſes, ſtanding in a bottom, and encom- 
paſſed on every fide, with high mountains, 
which are thickly clothed with trees. 
The river Alt winds through a valley at 
the back of the lazaretto, and, at the 
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diſtance of about a quarter of a mile on 
each fide, there is a gate at which a few 
ragged ſentinels are ſtationed, and which 
forms the boundaries of the ſpace allow- 
ed to thoſe who are under 1arantin« 
We alfo have the ps hſm 
Ct 
confinement is not ſeverely ftrit; but it 
is till confinement, and that is ſufficient 
to create diſguſt. 
Were Lat liberty, I ſhould perhaps be 
deſirous of ſpending a few weeks here, for 
1 ſuppoſe it is one of the wildeſt ſpots 
a EO eee but com- 


Ightful Ann ones. We are, 
my friend, always longing after what is 
beyond our reach, and arc always diſſatiſ- 
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fied with what we actually poſſeſs: ſuch 
is the conſtruction and hiſtory of the hu- 
man mind! 

If you could have a peep into our 
room, I think you would be a good deal 
diverted with our contrivances. It is 
are only allowed one), and is totally un- 
bed, table, nor chair. When I firſt en- 
tered, I aſked, where we were to ſleep ? 
and the fellow farlily anfwered, There, 
pointing to ſome planks, which are raiſed 
a few feet from the floor, and extended 
along one fide of the wall. 
Depending on procuring every kind 
of comfortable accommodation, when we 
once got into the dominions of a Chriſ- 
tian emperor, in order to diminiſh the 
bulk of our baggage, we had left our beds 

= RR , 
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at Buchoreſt. Others were not, however, 
to be procured here; and to make as good = 
a fubſtitute as we could (there being no 
vant to purchaſe a large bundle of hay, 
which is laid on the planks, and toſſed 
out, at night, in the ſhape of two beds 
with bolſters. We then ſpread dur ſheets, 
and, inftcad of blankets and quilts, we 
But, in ſpite of all our care, our beds are 
through the linen, and, whenever we 
more, ſcratches us like pins, ſo that it is 
impoſſible to get any ſound fleep. A few 
hours after our arrival, a fellow obliged us 
to open all our trunks, and to have the 
contents (in order to purify them from 
the plague) fuſpended on pegs round the 
7 | 
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— They ar hangin thre an. and 
give it the exact appearance of a pawn- 
broker's ſhop. When we dine, we make 
uſe of the planks on which we fleep, as a 
table, and our trunks turned on their fides, 
are our chairs. But what is ten times 
worlſe than all this, we can ſcarcely get 
any thing to cat, and what little we do 
get, is ſo bad, that nothing but abſolute 
neceflity could force it down our throats. 
I hope, when I next write you, I ſhall be 
able to give you a better account of our 


Yours, &c. 


2 
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LETTER XIII. 


Lazaretto of Tour Rouge, 
June 29, 1792. 
Traxx God! our quarantine 
terminates this day, and to-morrow we 
ſhall be at liberty to proſecute our journey 
to Vienna. 

When I tell you that thoſe misfor- 
tunes, of which I ſo bitterly complained 
in my laſt, have, with but little in- 
termiſſion or alleviation, been continued 
till now, you may eaſily conceive that we 
have not ſpent our time very agreeably. 
Had it not been for the pleaſant ſociety 
of Monficur M, a French officer of 
our acquaintance, who arrived here but 
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two days after we, I believe that the few 
would have been ſoon extinguiſhed, and 
of our numerous vexations. As it was, 
e eee ee eee 
„ 
6 
were not only infamouſly bad, but fo 
ſcanty, that we really were almoſt ſtarved; 
and, determined, if poſſible, to procure 
ſome relief, I forwarded a letter of re- 
commendation to Monficur Maltus, a 
gentleman at the head of the cuſtoms at 
the town of Tour Rouge, which is diſtant 
but a few miles. He politely waited on 
us the following day, and I never in my 
hfe recolle& meeting with a perſon who, 

— D_— 
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on a bare letter of recommendation, be- 
fore he was at all acquainted with me, 
and civility. He made us an entire offer 
— we week, wheutene- 
mony, acquaint him with our neceffities. 
| „ 
mere words of compliment. They, how- 
ever, turned out otherwiſe ; for, the next 
morning, he ſent his ſervant with a 
baſket of proviſions from his farm, and 
a very polite meſſage, begging that we 
would do him the honour of calling on 
him, as we paſſed through Tour Rouge 
in our way to Hermanſtadt. From 
this time our fortune began to mend, 
and the fucceeding day a peaſant, who 
had been hunting on the mountains, 
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which we pur- 
brought us a roe-buck, 4 
ae of bm for cher — 
© . 


——— 3 
— — 
— 
— badly drefled, ime. we 
—_ cat it. Another —_— 
ns _—- 
bought a ur 
Pang 1 to have the 
3 gt _— OO 
= —— 6 avg 4 
— of the kalpak, _— 
Va in Turkey by th 
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hy , Who has a 

A poor fellow ow 
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river, has been out a fiſhing for an hour 
or two every day fince we have been 
here; but he is ſo unſucceſsful, that he has 
only caught one ſmall fiſh, which he re- 
ſerved for us. Muſt it not be a ſhocking 


mad nor water farnithes food ? 


We are now in the emperor of Ger- 
many s domimons. I will not, however, 
totally abandon the ſubject of Turkey, 
cuſtoms and manners of its inhabitants. 
Not that I propoſe entering into any ela- 
borate or minute detail; but, merely by 
delineating the leading and prominent 
features, I ſhall endeavour to convey to 
your mind a juſt notion of their general 
| This vaſt empire is inhabited by four 
diſtinct races of people, viz. the Turks, the 
Greeks, the Jews, and the Armenians. 
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The Jews are much more numerous 
than the Armenians; but, as they betray 
diſtinguiſh them in other parts of the 
globe, and as there is nothing, but what 
markable or intereſting in the habits of 
the Armenians, I ſhall confine my obſcr- 
vations to the Turks and Greeks. 

With the origin of the Turks you are 
already well acquainted ; and it would be 
faperfluous, whilſt I am addrefling myſelf 
to you, to enumerate the various cauſes 
which combined to unite and to direct 
only a reſpectable but a formidable nation. 
which, at the beginning of their hiſtory, 
ſhone forth ſo conſpicuouſly, and which, 
at one time, tore up every obſtruftion 
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which checked the progreſs of their arms, 


and almoſt threatened the diffolution of | 


ä — 
of a tyrannic government; the declared 
enemy of the arts and ſciences; and the 
Too ftupid to comprehend, or too proud 

to learn, or too infatuated to be con- 
of luxury in the very boſom of deſpotiſm, 
and although they are ſurrounded, on al- 
moſt every fide, by civilized and en- 
hghtened nations, their attachment to 
opinions which are founded in folly, and 
When we conſider what a long pe- 
riod of time has elapſed, ſince the light 
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of reaſon firſt began to diſpel the thick 
the face of Europe, and, by degrees, to 
rouſe, to inform, to refine, and to illu- 
remained ftationary, and, in fpite of the 
influence of example, ſhould ftill be guided 
by an unſhaken adherence to their former | 
notions and errours. 

Whilſt we arc making the remark, 
whence ſuch a blind, deep- rooted venera- 
tion originates. Is it occaſioned by the 
natural diſpoſition of the people? Surely 
not.—Does it then ariſe from the vices 
of a government, which is peculiarly 
framed to deaden the faculties of the 
mind, and to eradicate the feelings of the 
heart? Much may, no doubt, be attri- 
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| biited to its influence; yet that wonder- 
ful degree of mental apathy and bodily 
indolence, which they have gradually al- 
lowed to overwhelm them, appears to me 
potent ſource. It is the ridiculous doc- 
trines of their religion (cngrafted in a 
moment of enthufiaſm, and cultivated 
and ftrengthened by the impoſing arts of 
operated, and which, though firſt uſed as 
an inftrument to cxcite, have been fince 
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emen B+ 
kmity of his character. His free-agency 
uniform unconcern in whatever circle he 
chances to find himſelf Whether obe- 
dience is to be inſured, or ſedition pro- 
moted, it 1s equally calculated to impoſe 
on the credulity of the multitude ; and 
to the prevalence of this abfurd tenet, 
happened at Conftantinople, may be 
A Turk regards every occurrence of 
tion or prudence can prolong his happi- 
neſs, or avert his deſtruction, it very fre- 
quently happens, that neither the proſpett 
of ſecurity, nor the approach of danger, 


can animate his perceptions, or awaken 
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him from his lethargy. Grave and un- 
from nature, as if the pleaſures of ſociety 
trifles away his life in the liſtleſſneſs of 
indolence and inaQtivity; and, as if en- 
tirely ſeparated from the concerns of the 
world, and unintereſted in the welfare of 
fellow-creatures. If he reads the Koran 
a ſpecified number of times; prays at 


five times a day; and conforms to a few 
of the poſitive ordinances of his prophet ; 
he imagines that he has diſcharged every 

obligation which is either requiſite or 
important, and that, as a recompenſe for 
ſuch exact and ſcrupulous obedience, he 
has ſecured, in a future ſtate, the cndlefs 


ſtated hours, either at home or at moſch, |} 
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and voluptuous enjoyments of his ideal 
paradiſe. 

Superſtition, which is the mother of 
tions, notwithſtanding the fataliſm of the 
Turks, diſpoſes them to celebrate eclipſes 
with extraordinary folemnity. If one 
happen to occur during the night, they 
are rouſed from their ſlumbers by the 
cries of the muczzins; and, on hearing 
to their moſchs, and, by vows and fup- 
plications, endeavour to avert the me- 
naces of fuch an alarming omen. This 
is certainly a direct departure from their 
leading tenets; but who can pretend to 
account for the wild incongruities of the 
human mind, when it is under the agency 
of this eccentric paſſion? How cafily 
might theſe ſtupid fears be removed by a 
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little knowledge in aftronomy ! But fii- 
in hand. 
hiſtory of the world fafficiently informs | 
us. Above all, look to the perſecuting 

zeal and fatal abſurdities of the Romiſh 
church. What do they exhibit but an 
endleſs chain of contradictory errours and 
vices? It was left to modern France to 
demonſtrate to us, that the abſence of all 
religion is attended with nearly the ſame 
effects. There is, however, this diſtinction 
to be diſcovered between ſuperſtition and 
atheiſm, that the one is the perverſion of 
cuity of the mental powers; whereas the 
other, with coolneſs and caution, combats 
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with the ſubtlety of reaſon, and its ſpirit is 
_ as daring as its practice is profligate. The 
one may be ſtrenuous in miſchief with 
good intentions ; but the other, willingly 
and openly, violates every duty that is 
ger in the vitals of the economy of na- 
ture, and the happineſs and hopes both of 
a preſent and a future ſtate. . 
Their religion is ſupported at an im- 
menſe expence, and it is calculated that 
tte church is in poſſeſſion of nearly one 
third of the domains of the empire. Its 
miniſters, of whom the mufti is the head, 
are innumerable : and the revenues of 
ſome of the royal moſchs amount to the 


almoſt incredible ſum of 60,000). ſterling, 
which is applied to the diſcharge of the 
wages of the different officers ; the main- 
tenance of the hoſpitals in the neigh- 
Vol. II. e 
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bourhood ; the inſtruction of ſtudents in 
the law of Mahomet; and the relief of 
the poor. The mufti is appointed by the 
grand feignor, and generally holds his 
fituation for life. He is ſovereign pontiff, 
expounder of the law of Mahomet, and 
fupreme director of all religious concerns. 
He is regarded as the oracle of ſanctity 
and wiſdom ; and having an extenſive 
authority, both over the actions and con- 
ſciences of men, his office is one of the 
pire. The faltan confults him on all 
marked reſpect, and never refuſes him an 
cording to the fuggeſtions of conſcience 
or whim, and from his decifion there is 
under him, of different ranks, to whom 
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he refers queſtions of trifling moment, 
and who relieve him from the drudgery 
of his office. | 

The Koran, comprehending both the 
canonical and civil law of the Turks, the 
character and proſeſſion of a prieſt and 
a lawyer are blended in one. The effen- 
dis are in poſſeſſion of all the literature 
and liberal arts of the country. They 
apply themſelves to the ſtudy of the book 
of Mahomet and its commentators; to 
the cultivation of poetry, anthmetic, and 
muſic ; and from their body moſt of the 
choſen. 

The Turks are extremely proud, which 
is one great cauſe of their gravity and 
their taciturnity, laughter and familiar 
converſation being, in their ideas, dero- 
gatory from dignity. They affect to hold, 
Q 2 


228 TRAVELS 


in thorough contempt, the Greeks, the 
Jews, the Armenians, and the Franks, 
whom they abuſe in the ſtreets, calling 
do 'not, however, upbraid us with the 
name of infidels becauſe we believe in 
Chriſt, whom they acknowledge to have 
been a great prophet, but becauſe we diſ- 


preſſed by them in numberleſs ways; and 
as for the poor Jews, they are the object 
| of fuch complete obloquy and ſcorn, 
that they are buffeted, and plucked by 
their beards, wherever they are met. In 
ſome few reſpects, however, the Turks are 
The beſtowing of alms, is one of the prin- 
cipal duties of their religion; and there 
are various inſtitutions, in different parts 


believe in the faperiour miffion of their 
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muſſulmans; for the erection and main- 
tenance of hans for the accommoda- 
tion of indigent travellers; and for en- 
abling the needy to perform their pil- 
grimage to Mecca, Medina, and Jeru- 
falem, which pious expedition every be- 
never in the faith of Mahomet is bound 
un DESI 
of his life. 

aſſemble at Damaſcus, Cairo, Babylon, 
and Zebir. They ſet out from Conftan- 
tinople in a caravan in the month of 
May, and, as they advance, ane joined by 
the faithful that flock from Natolia, Perſia, 


their number to about fixty thouſand *. 


* See Habeſci's Preſent State of the Ottoman 
Empire, p. 96. 
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Thoſe who have performed this devout 
journey are holden in high veneration, 
and are abſolved from all crimes. Their 
rigours of the law, being cxempted from 
che puniſhment of death; and the chil- 
dren who are born, during the abſence of 
heritors of heaven. == 

The tomb of Mahomet, which is at 
dine, is cored enmity with richly 
grand ſeignor, who alſo ſends a fum of 
money; a Koran richly bound and em- 
boſſed with gold and ſilver; and ſeveral 
pieces of black cloth for the hangings of 
the temple and moſch at Mecca. They 
are tranſported thither on a camel, gaily 
decorated, which, on its return, has the 
privilege of being maintained, for the re- 
mainder of its life, without labour. 
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The Mahometan religion is gloſſed 
over with many ſpecious arts, which are 
calculated to gain proſelytes among an 
homet foon found the neceſſity of ad- 
drefling himſelf to the ſenſes, and hold- 
comprehenſion of his adherents; and his 
hvely imagination conceived a ſplendid 
and ſeductive picture of the pleaſures of 
the inviſible world. Moſt of the moral 
leflons with which the Koran abounds 
are copied from the Old and New Tefta- 
ment; but principally from the Old, in 
order to conciliate the favour of the Jews, 
who, in thoſe days, were very numerous 
in Arabia. The Mahometans acknow- 
ledge the law of Moſes and of Chrift, as 
well as that of their own prophet, which, 
however, they conſider as of ſuperiour 
Q4 
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authority : and theſe three creeds embrace 
inſtitutes. Their principal article of faith 
is, that there is but one God, and Ma- 
homet is his prophet; and they have five 
commandments, the fulfilment of which 
is neceſſary to ſalvation. Theſe are, to 
pray five times a day®; to faſt during 
Lent; to be chantable to the poor; to 
make a pilgrimage to Mecca; and, to 

The Turks are very careful of their 
domeſtic animals. Of their horſes they 
are paſſionately fond; and fuch is their 
kindneſs towards dogs and cats, that at 
Conſtantinople there is a public charity 
for their ſupport. They nevertheleſs con- 


* Their hours of prayer are between dawn and 
fun-riſe ; at ſun-riſe ; at mid-day ; between mid-day 
and ſun-ſet; and, at half an hour after ſan-ſet. 


THROUGH TURKEY. &3 


ſider the dog as an impure animal, ex- 
cept the dog of the ſeven fleepers, which 
they bold m high veneration, and to 
which they aſſign a place in paradiſe, 
with the afs of Jefus Chriſt, and the 
borac of Mahomet, the beaft on which 


government, which can only laſt in pro- 


portion as ignorance prevails. Yet there 
are, both at Conftantinople and Bruſa, 
ſtructed in Arabic and the knowledge of 

the Koran. This is all that the ſcholars 


* See Sale's Koran, chap. xvii. and xviii. and 
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are permitted to learn, and all that the 
maſters have the wiſdom to teach. 
aids 6 es the def Oe ped 2 


B 
fo ſoon followed the revival of letters in 
Europe, contributed moſt powerfully to 

difleminate knowledge, and to excite that 

emulation which rouſed the ſpirit and 
energy of intellectual inquiry. Yet I con- 
ceive that this alone would not have 


been fufficiently potent, to burſt aſunder 
the ſetters which enchained the facultics 
of the human mind, and to give birth to 
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modern wit. Whether a thirſt after l- 
or from political, cauſes; whether it be 
a ſentiment inherent in the breaſts of 
ſome nations; or whether it ariſe from a 
or the blind impulſe of chance; of this I 
the people, and that their moral character 
five advancement in learning and arts. 
In the early period of their hiſtory, whilſt 
of ſhepherds, they produced hiſtorians 
and poets, whoſe merit has been univer- 
is full of imagination. The diction is 
animated and forcible, and abounds in 
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deſcriptions of rural ſcenes and paſtoral 
pleaſures, of the generous fervour of 
friendſhip, and the tender impreſſions of 
love, are pictured in a warm and vehe- 
ment ſtrain, interſperſed with glowing 
metaphor and lively allufion, and replete 
with pathetic eloquence and impaſſioned 
Friday, among the Turks, is more re- 
ſpeed than any other day in the week, 
becauſe they believe it was on that day 
Mahomet fled from Mecca to Medina, to 
eſcape from the malignity of his perſe- 
cutors; and from that period the cele- 
brated era of the hegira bears date. 

In their perſons, independent of their 
drefs, they are cleanly, their religion en- 
joining frequent ablutions; and, for the 
erected on all the principal roads of the 
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empire. Theſe ablutions are, indeed, ſo 
often repeated, that the punctual obſerv- 


But whilft they are fo exact and pertina- 
cious in attending to the outward forms 
and ceremonies of their religion, its eſſence 
and ſpirit are, in moſt caſes, neglected; 
violate what it is criminal to diſobey. 
proach is, I fear, applicable to every other 
country as well as Turkey; for fuch is 
the folly and fallibility, or the perverſe- 
neſs and obduracy, of human nature, that 
the moſt facred obligations are, very fre- 
quently, cither openly infringed, or art- 


by the Koran, and the Turks, to clude 
the intention of this inconvenicnt prohi- 
bition, are obliged to have recourſe to the 
following equivocation. They affirm, that 
rum, beer, and other liquors, which are 
diftilled or extracted from grain, as they 
are never mentioned by their prophet, do 
law; and that, therefore, they may drink 
them without any impropriety, or the 
riſk of incurring his diſpleaſure. Truly, 
as if the ſpirit of the law were directed 
nn W 


dency to produce intoxication, and, with | 


THROUGH TURKEY. 239 


intoxication, a numerous train of addi- 
in errour, . a reſtraint 
9 
the expence both of intellect and truth! 
Many, however, do not attempt to con- 
unable to palliate; and, when they have 
an opportunity, will drink wine, as well 
as rum and beer, in pretty large doſes. It 
is, even, not unuſual with the porters 
and packers, when they have been work- 
ing for you, to adopt the Engliſh cuſtom, 
and to aſk for a few paras to drink your 
health ; and, in times of war, the ſoldiers 
are often ſeen reeling about the ftreets. 


The licentious inſolence of the troops is 

indeed unbounded, and is quite inconceiv- 

able to thoſe who are unacquainted with 
1 
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the tyranny of a military government, and 
accuſtomed to the uniform and impartial 
protection of a mild ſyſtem of laws. 
They follow, without reftraint, the na- 
tural impetuofity of their paſſions, and 
enforce, to the utmoſt extent, thoſe 
rally and ſo meanly aſſerts over weakneſs. 
They diſpoſſeſs the trembling villagers of 
all their property, by carrying off their 
ſheep and poultry. They oblige the | 
merchants and ſhopkeepers to ſell ther 
goods at a third of their value, and fre- 
quently take them without paying any 
thing: and if theſe poor wretches pre- 
fume to complain, they arc puniſhed with 
a ſevere beating, and, ſometimes, with 
inſtant death 


_ © fn thek: deye, examples of this kind ave nat 
_ rare among Chriſtians. The French, wherever they 
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kind of incbriation is that which is occa- 
fioned by the immoderate uſe of opium. 
There is a place, at Conſtantinople, where 
and where each man takes his doſe of 
this drug, which ſoon begins to operate 
on his brain, and to produce there, the 
haxurious dreams of ideal happineſs, and 
the animating illuſions of inſpired fancy. 
ut as the effects of the opium ſubſide, 
the laffitude and languor of life creep 
heavily through the veins, and pervade 
— rea Theſe 


have been, have purſued this barbarous ſyſtem ; and 
their footſieps have been marked with pillage, con- 
fiſcation, and faughter. The general want of diſci- 
pline and fubordination in the army is, however, a 
certain indication of the weakneſs of the government. 
It is a proof that its very exiſtence is dependent on 
the ſoldiery. | 


Vor. IL 
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and diſtorted; and their very counte- 
nances betray them to be the flaves of 

Mahometaniſm is divided into an al- 
moſt incalculable number of ſeas, which 
rate jealouſy and hatred, and are con- 
moſity, the arms of polemical invective. 
It appears firange, that people of the 
fame religion, but differing in a few im- 
be more vehement and abuſive in com- 
troverſy, and more inimical in practice, 
faiths; yet this is certainly the caſe, 
both in the Chriſtian and the Mahometan 
world. 


9 
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the derviſes are the moſt remarkable and 
hypocrites, pretending to be entirely de- 
voted to the ſervice of God, and prac- 
punction, every act of inſamy and atro- 
city. Theſe monks make vows of auſte- 
rity, obedience, and chaſtity, which they 
together in monaſteries, ſubordinate to 
the regulations of a fuperiour ; but many 
of them are great travellers, and, under 
pretence of zeal for the propagation of 
of the people, and obtain confiderable do- 
nations. Their principal convent is at 
Cogni (the ancient Iconium) in Natolia, 
where the general of their order refides ; 
and Mevelava, one of the ſultans of. that 

R 2 
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city, was their founder. There are ſe- 
begging from door to door (making no 
_ diſcrimination between Turks and Chrif- 
tins), pretending to be dumb; and en- 
thouſand antic geſtures; as if religion 
conſiſted in the practice of thoſe inde- 
but a total deprivation of reaſon can ex- 
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to themſchves, in the next world, a ſtate 
of endleſs beatitude. Wee 
div, nne 
cation which is at preſent unknown to 

them, and which confifts, not in ſack- 
doch or in partial ſtripes and faſting, but 
| in the purification of the heart, by fup- 
preffing culpable and irregular deſires, and 
by endeavouring punctunally to fulfil the 
real and important duties of liſe, they 
might then be uſeful and worthy mem- 
bers of ſociety. There is another ſect of 
dancing with a few of their brethren, to 
the ſound of the flute and other mufical 
R 3 


8 

e eee cad 
round, occaſions it to fly out, and to pro- 
duce a very droll effect. I have often 
ſeen the fine dancers at our opera, ſet 
themſelves a-going in the fame manner, 


the floor with exceſire exertion, when 
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his memory 
it is out of reſpect to 
aud it is e 


continue to dance 3 
——ç—FC r flower, as the —_ 
8 _ 
ſet, and on — 
aſſemble before 8 — 
_ by a ſermon, by way _ 
cio one hk yn 
C_ is but one God, a 
aloud—* There . 
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homet is his prophet” —when, at a ſignal 
fore they ſeparate. Many of theſe monks 
ä oY 
of divination, ſorcery, and magic. 
Gaming is ſtrictiy forbidden by the 
Koran, and the Turks never touch cards 
or dice, thoſe frequent ſources of enmity, 
ruin, deſpair, and faicide, in Chriftian 
countries. They cannot, however, re- 
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his ſovereign, and the warrant for his 
at this favounte paſtime. The game 
was nearly over, and he carneftly en- 
treated the officers, who were the meſ- 
ſengers of his fate, to delay the ſentence 
for a few minutes, that he might have 
the ſatisfaction of beating his adverſary. 
His requeſt was granted; and, when the 
| riority, he thanked them for their civility 
was to deprive him of life, and fabmitted, 
with the greateſt compoſure, to the ftroke 

of the executioner. 
cious. They are afraid to live in ſplen- 
dour, or to * their money 1 
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quired, they ſhould excite the ſpirit of 
extortion and cupidity in the breaſts of 
their fuperiours. Thus the Turks, as they 
amaſs riches, to ſecure them, conceal them 
in the moſt ſecret places, and frequently 
They are abſtemious in cating, mak- 
ing but one hearty meal a day, which is 
towards the evening. Yet they are fond 
fiſting of a multitude of different viands, | 
which are placed on the table only one at 
a time, frequently laſt for ſeveral hours. 
Pilau, prepared in various ways, is a 
with chicken's or ſheep's tails. Knives 
it to pieces with their fingers, always 
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however, as I have elſewhere obſerved, 
Although their houſes, on the out- 
fide, have but a mean appearance, thoſe 
belonging to the rich are very ſpacious, 
and are fitted up commodiouſly, and at 
are generally painted; their floors' are 
| ſpread with rich Perfian carpets; and their 
wainſcots are ornamented with diftichs 
But the furniture in which they princi- 
is the ſofa, which is always fixed at one 
end of the room, traverſing it from fide 
to fide. It is raiſed about two feet from 
the ground, is broad in the ſeat, and lined 
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broidered cloth, and edged with fringe of 
with ſandal and aloes wood, and many of 
ble fountains, which throw out ſcented 
water. The houſes of perſons of conſe- 
family, and with a haram, in which they 
exhibit a complicated ſcene of luxury and 
vice, and be the ſpot where many a real 
dour and confuſed taſte, are in a retired 
part of the premiſes, and are furrounded 
and fecured by lofty walls. They have 
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tremely well ventilated; and, before 
paved with marble, and are — 
with 1 1 ſurubberies of 
haram is ſtrictiy and vigilantly guarded 
by cunnchs, and no man, except the ty- 
rant (I cannot uſe a more appropriate 
term) to whom it belongs, is allowed to 
intrigues, particularly at the ſeaſon of the 
mitted to viſit the public baths, and cven 
to walk about the ftreets. I have only 
to the rich, for the higher the quality of 
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the perſon the cloſer is the confinement. 
| Thoſe in the families of ſhopkeepers, and 
people of that deſcription, are not watched 
three or four times a week. The maſter 
| of the houſe could not fupport the ex- 
pence of ſuch an attendance, or of baths 
a great deal of ceremony, but, at the 
fally flute them by a flight inclination 
of the head, and, placing the hand on the 
| heart, utter benedictions for their proc 

In their perſons, 'they are rather 10- 
buſt, of a very dark complexion, and ae, 
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in general, a handſome race of men. Yet 
the inertneſs of their minds gives them a 
heavy countenance, and the gravity of 
mality and ſtiffneſs to their features. 

Their drefs, which is not fubje to 
the caprices of faſhion, is calculated to 
conceal the defects, as well as the graces, 


key. It conſiſts of a cloſe veſt, called a 
doliman, over which they wear a ſhort 
jacket, which is covered with a robe, 
fitted to the arms, but looſe in other re- 
Peck, and reaching down to the beck. 
This upper garment js of cloth, camlet, 

or filk, according to the ſeaſon of the 
year, and is faſtened with ſmall buttons, 
and a girdle in which they carry their 
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piſtols and dagger. Their breeches reach 
down to the middle of the leg, and hang 
about them like a ſack. Their ſtockings 
are very ſhort, and their flippers are of 
Morocco leather (generally yellow), a 
ſock of which is worn over the ſtocking, 
When they fit on a ſofa, left they ſhould 
ſoil it, they always take off their flippers, 
and keep on their ſocks. Many of them 
Wear no linen next the ſkin. It is only 
They ſhave their heads, except a little 
tuft which is left on the crown. All 
thoſe attached to the learned proſeſſions, 
let their beards grow, which they con- 
ceive impart a certain dignity and gra- 
vity to their character; and they hold 
ſwear by them. They frequently have 
them dyed, and ſhaped with the niceſt 
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exactneſs, remaining a conſiderable time 
under the hands of their barbers, who are 
moſtly Greeks, and very expert at their 
whiſkers, and the commonalty ſhave, or 
grandeft part of their dreſs is the turban, 
to appear in. All their taſte and fancy are 
Giplayed in this article of apparel, which, 
according to the whimfical ſuggeſtions of 
individual opinion, is faſhioned into an 
endleſs variety of ornament and ſhape. 
It conſiſts of two pieces, the cap which - 
covers the crown of the bead, and the 
faſh which is wrapped round it, and 
which they frequently ſpend as much 
time in adjuſting, as our beaux in tying 
their cravats. Thoſe of the opulent are 
Voz. IL. 8 
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compoſed of fine muſlin or linen; but 
the poor content themſclves with a coarſe 
ſtuff which is manufactured in the coun- 
try. The deſcendants of Mahomet, by 
his daughter Fatima, are alone permitted 
called emirs, and were at firſt all deſtined 
for the church; but their number ra- 
pidly increaling, they have, long fince, 
been obliged to have recourſe to other 
employments to get a livelihood. Mule- 
drivers, and people in the loweſt capa- 
city, are now frequently ſeen with this 
| badge of honour, and, in ſpite of ther 
poverty and their profeſſion, they arc 
very proud of the diſtinction. It is dan- 


| gerous for any to aſſume it who are not 
of the blood of the prophet; and if 2 
'9 
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Frank were to enter the Turkiſh quarter 
of a city, in a green coat, he would run the 
riſk of being torn to pieces by the mob. 

Wich regard to the women, you muſt 
depend on the accounts of others, as no 
man, but he to whom they belong, is 
ever permitted to fee them. As, how- 
ever, I have mentioned them, I ſhall beg 
leave to add, that my ideas of their hap- 
juſtly celebrated female writer e; and, I 
think, that by a reference to the ſtrongeſt 
principles of our nature, the force and 
propriety of my opinion may be cafily 
eſtabliſhed. 

In a country where a plurality of 
wives is authorized by law, and where 
one man, in addition to this licenſe, is 
alſo permitted, without any breach of the 
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morality which he has been taught, to 
immure in his haram as many female 
muſt infallibly be tyrannized over, and 
tural protection. They are hurled from 
to occupy, and, inftcad of being the com- 
panions, are the ſlaves, of the men. They 
are forbidden the chaſte enjoyments of 

reciprocal friendſhip and love. They are 
robbed of their dignity and their honour, 
moſt generous feelings of the heart, and 
to blunt that clegant and dignified ſenfi- 
bility of ſoul which adds a ſecret and in- 
expreſſible value to all their charms. 
They are compelled to pay obedience to 
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a wretch whom they deſpiſe, and, whilt 
they deſpiſe, to fubmit to the gratifica- 
| tion of his luſt. Can any thing be more 
unjuſt? Can any thing be more horri- 
ble? Are theſe the ſuggeſtions, the dic- 
tates of Nature ?—No!—They are an 
abandoned perverſion of her pureſt, her 
mildeft, her moſt valuable ſentiments. 
They arc a ſhameleſs, infulting tyranny, 
the weak and helpleſs : and, whatever is 
ſo wide, fo revolting a deviation from 
thoſe propenſities and principles, which 


Nature has, with her own hand, in diſ- 


tin& and indelible characters, written in 
our hearts, cannot poſſibly be productive 


of any thing but hatred, diſcontent, and 
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one of the great cauſes of their own in- 
flexible barbariſm. An amiable and an 
accompliſhed female is the chief benefit 
and embelliſhment of ſociety. The mild- 
neſs of her character, and the ſoftneſs of 
— og 
e hw ws tied. whe 
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LETTER Am. 


Tour Rouge, June 29, 179. 


Tun Grecks are, in every 
reſpeR, a ſeparate and diftin& race of 
people from the Turks; in their religion, 
in their cuſtoms, in their ideas, in their 
paſſions, in their purfuits, in their in- 
ttereſts. We are not therefore to be fur- 
priſed, if they regard each other with 
mutual averſion. It has, indeed, long been 
the fervent hope of the Greeks, that the 
power and ambition of Ruſſia will one 
day deliver them from the tyranny of the 
Turks, and they look to the ſubverſion of 
the Ottoman empire by their northern 
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to the coming of their Meſſiah. 

The Greeks are a much more active, 
than the Turks, yet I am at a loſs to de- 
termine whether, on the whole, their 
character be more entitled to our eſteem. 

Al ited to ben rom thei seen 


ä 1 


perhaps extended and refined. 

They are extremely loquacious, and, 
when they addreſs you, are as fertile in 
ſtrong, and their diſpoſition is compoſed 
of a ſingular contrariety of affections; for 
they are, at once, cheerful and fullen ; ir- 
ntable and obſtinate ; revengeful and ca- 
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diſtant tranſitions of temper with wonder- 
ful celerity. 
the powers of harmony or the rules of 
compoſition, they are pathonately fond 
airs, for the moſt part, conſiſt of ſuch a 
range fucceffion of diſcordant notes, 
to recommend them, that I never de- 
nved any pleaſure from the efforts of their 
fill. | 

There is another peculiarity in the 
diſpoſition of a Greek, which I cannot 
forbear mentioning. If you chance to 
ſtand in need of his affiſtance, it frequent- 
ly happens that he is not inclined to 
grant it, and when this is the caſe, no 
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can prevail on him to ſerve you; but he 
will ſtubbornly perſiſt in a denial till you 
have recourſe to violence, blows being the 
only arguments which prove efficacious. 
Whilſt atGalatzwe witneſſed a remarkable 
inſtance of this inflexibility of temper. 
We had purchaſed ſome flour of a miller, 
who brought it home in a fack, which, 
as we had no convenient place to keep it 
in, we begged he would for a few days 
let remain in our hands. This requeſt 
he pofitively and repeatedly refuſed to 
a, an liſted with puticnce, for tho 
alfa. At laſt, he flew at him, in a 
violent paſſion, and giving him ſome ſe- 
vere blows with a flick acroſs the ſhoul- 
ders, took the fack from him, and ſaid, 
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that was the only way of managing ſuch 
raſcals. The poor fellow did not ven- 
up his ſack, which, however, we had 
too much humanity to accept, on fuch 
The Greeks employ themſelves in the 
contracted branches of commerce, but 
they have not the capacity to purſue it 
on an enlarged and liberal ſcale. They 
are, in general, very avaricious, and their 
thirſt after money frequently hurries thera 
into ſpeculative plans, which are beyond 
their comprehenſion, and finally the cauſe 
of their ruin. They have no idea of ho- 
nvur or generoſity, and their great aim is 
to overreach you by artifice and falſchood. 

When in any office of authority, they 


ſhew as great a diſpoſition for pride, ex- 
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tortion, and tyranny as the Turks. They 
and humanity, and commit acts of the 
fally dreaded and deteſted by their in- 
fejoicings and acclamations of the mul- 
can be the pleafures of power, when it is 
poſſeſſed on ſuch terms? The life of a 
tyrant muſt be a life of endleſs wretched- 
neſs and perplexity. He muſt know that 
and, knowing that, although lodged with- 
in ramparts, and furrounded with guards, 
he muſt live in perpetual anxiety and fear. 


tic of morality and nature, he muſt ſuſ- 
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pect that they are not more reverenced by 
— com» 
and friends. 
A great many of the menial ſervants 
from Tino, (one of the iſlands in the Ar- 
chipelago which I have already mention- 
ed) whither they return when they have 
_ amaſſed enough wealth to live at caſe, and 
enjoy themſelves. They then become 
great men, (for the majority of the in- 
habitants is very poor), give balls, dreſs 
 gaily, and keep fumptuous tables. Their 
houſes are principally furniſhed with what 
during the time they were in ſervice; 
late, that, at their feaſts, ſcarcely two 
| napkins or two ſpoons are to be ſeen 


270 TRAVELS 
pilfer from their maſter, but from all his 
* 

But, though the Greeks are fuch er- 
conſcience about breaking an oath, in 
confirmation of which I ſhall relate an 
anccdete which I heard at Smyrna, and 
cook for ſtealing, and, being in treaty 
wich another, he aſked him if he would 
be ſatisfied with an hundred piaſtres a 
year for bis ſervices, to which he readily 
you mill take an oath to hve with me like 
an honeft man, and commit no theft whilſt 
you remain in my family, I will double 
ful of violating fo ſolemn an engagement, 
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and, at the ſame time, conſidering the 
additional fum of one hundred piaſtres as 
but a poor equivalent for what he might 
refuſed the place. 
Of all the fubjefts of Turkey, the 
| Greeks are the moſt experienced in nau- 
tical affairs. They build almoſt all the 
| ſhips of war, and to the levants or marine 
ſoldiers, employed on board thoſe in the 
ſervice of the ſtate, a certain proportion 
of Greek failors is always added, to ma- 
ritime force of the Turks has long been 
on the decline, and the laſt war furniſhed 
an ample proof of their want of diſei- 

Many of the Greek women have pret- 
ty faces; but I ſcarcely ever remarked 
one with an elegant, well-proportioned 
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ſhape, which I attribute, in great mea- 


fare, to their indolent habits, and to their 
manner of fitting on their ſofas, which is 
with their legs tucked under them, after | 
the Turkiſh faſhion. They are of a dark 
complexion, their eyes and hair are al- 
moſt black, and their countenance is 
animated and expreffive. Their drefs 
varies in every country; but it is always 
whimfical, and ſometimes very becoming. 
At Conſtantinople and Smyrna thoſe who 
can afford the expence, have generally 
ſafficient {kill to add to their perſonal 
charms, by a graceful and ornamental at- 
tire. Their head-dreſfs conſiſts of a tur- 
ban , which is commonly of white muſ- 
lin, with a cap of red cloth of a conical 


'* The head-drefs of the Greeks is not ſtrictiy 


nn 
none but Turks are allowed to wear. 
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form riſing at the top. In front, there is 


a large knot, and, on the right fide, a 
piece of ſtuff of the ſame quality as the 
— is edged with gud or ver 
ee The whole is fantaſtical- 
ly adorned with a profuſion of natural or 
prevails very much ; but they have a great 
en from flays, m whack I think they 
give proofs of their taſte and good ſenſe : 
for they are a ridiculous invention, both 
deſtructive of health and beauty, and a 
reftraint on that graceful flexibility and 
ſiſtible charm to the female form. There 
is ſurely a ſtandard of taſte in drefs, as 
well as in every thing elſe, which has a 
foundation in nature, and which, in ſpite 
of the acquired prejudices of habit and 
Vo. II. T 
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education, muſt always be viewed with 
pleafure. But what will not faſhion, 
aided by vanity, accompliſh ? It obtains 
over us an all-powerful fway, and, what, 
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Weſtern church, fince the time of Mi- 
chacl Cerularius, who was appointed to 
the patriarchate of Conſtantinople in the 
year 1043. 

The four biſhops of Conſtantinople, = 
Alexandria, Antioch, and Jeruſalem, have 
 thetitle of patriarch, of which the patriarch 
of Conftantinople is the acknowledged 
head. He is elected by the twelve me- 
tropolitans who reſide neareſt the capital; 


frequently, no ſenſeof duty is able to effet, | 
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but, before he can exerciſe the functions 
of his office, his nomination muſt be 
Greek church branches into two parties, 
of which one recognizes the fupreme au- 
thority of the patriarch of Conſtantinople: 
the other, although the doctrines and ce- 
remonies of their religion be the fame, is 
nd af 0s Jn and is gp 
verned by their own laws. 

In religious concerns the Greeks, as 
| well as the Turks, are unfortunately 
fituated, for they are under the abſolute 
dominion of an illiterate and rapacious 
clergy, who reſort to the loweſt arts, to 
e 
guding all their ſentiments ; and they are 
F- 8 
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| . to bai this limited AM 
e 
the duties of religion ; but that they may 


W 
ſmall diſtance from the ſea ſhore, which, 
when finiſhed, was brought to the ſtrand 
of people, with a prieſt at their head, ar- 
rayed in his pontifical robes. When the 
boat was launched into the water, the 
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dignity and folemnity to the caſt, mut- 
tered a ſhort incoherent prayer, He 
then addreſſed himſelf to the owner, and, 
with unparalleled effrontery, aſſured him, 
that his boat would enjoy an uninter- 


ceiving his fee for the good news he had 
tented with his day's ban ss. 
| The Grecks are, in ſome meaſure, 
predeſtinarians; for cxample:—when they 
are hcfitating about the price or the qua- 
lity of a bale of goods, and are at a loſs 
at pellugps, and be dncaiined by Nis 
opinion. Whilſt, however, predeftination 
. —.— 


ocoftable branch of the trade of a prieſt in 
Roman Catholic countries. | 
Such are the leading features in the 
preſent character of this once great and 
enlightened people. Who can recur to 
7 
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the remembrance of what they once were, 
and draw the contraſt between their for- 
mer glory and their preſent abaſement, 
without being convinced of the melan- 
choly and diſaſtrous effects of a venal and 
tyrannic government ? What is become 
of the ſeat of liberty and learning? 
Where is that nation of herocs, legiſla- 
tors, orators, philoſophers, and poets? 
Where are thoſe artifts whoſe incompa- 
and architecture, have fo often animated 
the hiftorian's pen? Where are thoſe ma · 
jeſtic temples, thoſe ſplendid feſtivals, 
thoſe inſpiring games? But, above all, 
where is that generous patriotiſm, that 
fiaſm of foul, which rouſed to energy 
every active principle of the mind; which 

quickened the growth of honeſt emula - 
T 4 
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tion; which enabled them to ſubdue every 
mean and vulgar paſſion; to ſtruggle, with 
culty; to furmount obſtacles the moſt ar- 
duous and revolting ; and to deſpiſe life 
itſelf, when its preſervation was incom- 
patible with the ſentiments of honour or 
the practice of virtue? Where are all 
to their anceſtors the univerſal ſuffrage of 
mankind ? Vaniſhed like a ſhade before 
the appalling apparatus of deſpotiſm, and 
| exchanged for groveling ignorance, cring- 
Reſpecting the government, of which 
I ſhall only ſay a few words, it is in an 


It diſclaims the law of nature, equity, and 
| injuſtice, tyranny, and vice. It tramples 
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on the moſt ſacred rights and privileges 
of humanity, and is formed to perpetuate 
the horrors of cruclty and deſolation. le 
palſies the towering efforts of genius; it 
checks the uſeful inquiries of curioity; 
which are calculated for the glory, or the 
happineſs, or the embelliſhment of life. 
Tue fultan is deemed omnipotent, and is 
revered like a God. He has the power 
of life and death over all his fubjetts; and 
from his deciſion there is no appeal. 
Such, indeed, is the wonderful force of 
the wanant for their exceution is Ggied, 
will, without heſitation, obey the ordi- 
nance, and bleſs the hand which deprives 
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they frequently conſider it as the height 
of honour and glory, - that their lives 
ſhould be terminated by a command from 
their ſervices by this final proof of their | 
fidelity and fubmiffion. How ftrange, 
how unaccountable an mfatuation ! that 
of mind, ſhould be prevailed on to con- 
template the ruinous diſpenſations of the 
moſt odious and repugnant tyranny, not 
only with complacency, but with vene- 
ration; and that they ſhould be ſo inſen- 
fible to the value of their natural and im- 
preſcriptible rights, as to fubmit, without 
repining, to the privation of every thing 
which 1s worthy and good, and cheerfully 
to furrender life itſelf, whenever a rapa- 
cious deſpot chooſes to demand it. 


noiſe, which was occaſioned by the ftrug- 
gle, alarmed his guards, who immediately 
afſerabled, and were preparing to reſcue 
folded the roll of paper, containing the 
order of the grand ſeignor for the imme- 
diate execution of their chief. Struck 
with a kind of religious awe at the fight 
of his fignet, they fell down on their 
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tamely beheld their captam beheaded in 
their preſence. 

| Unlimited, however, as the authority 
| of the fultan is, he fill finds it neceſſary 
and who, although diſperſed through va- 
nous parts of the country, are firmly 
united by one common and indiſſoluble 
bond of intereſt and ſelf-preſervation. 
the cleareſt proof of their power and in- 
to reſpect a force which it is unable to 
controul. Being entirely fupported by 
the ſoldiery, it is alſo entirely at their 
mercy. They are at the head of all po- 
pular commotions, and, when they arc 
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diſſatisſied, they ſet fire to the city, and 
pillage, and rapine, and murder, are dealt 
around with a ready hand and a remorſe- 
leſs heart. The life of the ſultan himſelf 
is not always ſecure from theſe paroxyſins 
of rage, and he, who is the maſter of 
millions of ſlaves, fits trembling on his 
throne, for 122 Like the 
appenting them i by beſtowing bete 
corps, and it was formerly compoſed of 
the. tnbute children, who were brought 
up in the ſeraglio, and inſtructed in the 
religion of Mahomet, and the profeſſion 
of arms. Their diſcipline was extremely 
indulgence of marriage, a tie which cer- 


tainly relaxes the ardour of a ſoldier, and 


flackens his career in the purſuit of mik- 
tary fame. This rigid diſcipline is not 
however maintained at preſent, and they 
eminence of their ancient charaQer. They 
rendered them an impenetrable rampart = 
againſt the aſſaults of their antagoniſts; 
and they negleR thoſe exerciſes which in- 


their agility and firength; and familiariſe 
duties of a ſoldier. They ought at pre- 
ſent to conſiſt of one hundred and fixty 
regiments, of one thouſand men cach, but 
they always fall far thort of this comple- 


ured them to fatigue; which augmented = 


ment, and there are ſeldom above fifteen 


thouſand of them at Conſtantinople, who 
arc lodged in barracks «= ——_— 
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Kipend, which is from ten to twelve a- 
pars a day, the emperor furniſhes them 
with a part of their dreſs; diſtributes bread | 
and rice among them daily; and, when 
horſes and camels for the tranſportation 
of their baggage. They are both reſpeR- 
ed and dreaded by the common people; 
and they poſſeſs privileges and immuni- 
tics which diſtinguiſh them from all the 
other ſubjects of Turkey, and afford an 
irrefragable proof of the infafficiency of | 
The fupreme command of them is veſted 
in an aga, whoſe authority none dare 
venture to retrench, and who aſſerts the 
maſter without crofling his arms, a token 
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gular janizaries, there is a ſecond onder 
who aſſume the name, but who are not 
enrolled with thoſe at the Porte. It is a 
title purchaſed in the provinces, and 
which ſkreens thoſe who bear it from the 
_ them from the payment of taxes, and the 
diſcharge of almoſt every public duty or 
Next to the janizaries, the largeſt 
corps of infantry is the artillery, which 
ought to amount to twenty thouſand 
men; but the Turks are miſerable en- 
gineers, and their field pieces are fo un- 
wieldy, and the carriages ſo clumfily con- 
trusted, that, in time of action, they are - 
at a loſs how to manage them. 

The boſtangis, or body-guard of the 
fultan, which ſhould conſiſt of twelve 
thouſand men, are commanded by a 


289 
— 
in * a dis deat whine 
goes on the water ; ſerves as a foot-ſtool 
when he mounts his horſe; and has the 
belonging to the ſeraglio, and the other 
— 4 — ⏑˖- 
| Theſphahis,orTurkiſhcavalry,arc obe- 
int to the orders of an agy, who is all 
inveſted with a dangerous cxtent of power. 
Their weapons are a lance and cymetar, 
in the uſe of which 2228 
they are no longer holden in their former 

Vor. II. U 
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and. is glaringly deficient. There ave 
other troops of cavalry, of inferior rank, 
vinces, and maintained at their expenſe: 
and the marine ſoldiers ſhould be able to 
marſhal a body of fifty thouſand men. 
| IF this immenſe military eftabliſh- 
ment were duly and regularly kept up, 
' and prudent fear of every other power, 
and be formidable or fatal to the liberties 
and independence of Europe. But a to- 
tal relaxation of diſcipline, and degene- 


racy of perſonal courage and proweſs, per- 
army, and fuch is the ſhameful deficiency 
of the regiments, from the negleRt and 
corraption of their officers, that, during 
the late war, which required every excr- 
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tion, the whole military force of the 
—————_ 5 
——— power, If » hicit of 
ent ize and ambition could be "FP 
ed in their ſluggiſh breaſts, and directed 
to the attainment of that important ob- 
jet. The coaſts of the Black ſea furniſh 
and almoſt every material which is re- 
quifite for the conſtruction of veſſels; 
and the admirable fituation of their ſeas 
and rivers hold out advantages, in com- 
mercial purſuits, which no other country 
can boaſt. But their marine is in ſuch a 
declining ftate, and under ſuch bad regu- 
lations, that it is ſcarcely equal to the taſk 
of proteQing their merchant-reflels, and 
U 2 | 
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and committing the moſt daring depre- 
pacha, an office which correſponds to 
that of our lord high admiral, has the 
entire management of the concerns of the 
feet, and, when he is without the Darda- 
nelles, his authority is abſolute. He is 
accountable to no one but the fultan for 
his actions, and the grand vizir is the 
precedence of him. 

The poſt of grand vizir is the moſt 
imminent and perilous which a ſubject can 
hold. He is prime miniſter of the em- 
pire, and ranks next to the fultan. His 
power is almoſt unlimited, and his orders 
are no ſfooner iſſued than obeyed. He 
has the entire management of the finan- 
ces, and of foreign affairs ; fits as judge in 
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Ml civil and criadine) cauſes; b aa 


head of the war department ; and com- 
mander in chief of the armies. When 
he is appointed the fultan delivers to him 
the ſeal of the empire, which he affixes to 
his orders without conſulting or being ac- 
countable to any one. He lives in great 
magnificence; CT 
domeſtics is numerous. His nominal 
falary is not very great; but his perqui- 
fites are enormous, as almoſt all the ho- 
nours and charges of the empire, except 
thoſe of the judicature, are at his entire 
diſpoſal. All foreign ambaſſadors, at their 
feſt audicace, make him rich preſents, 


obliged to pay him a conſiderable fum ; 
and if ayarice be his preyailing paſſion, 
he can, without riſk, extort money 
riches, however, are frequently the cauſe 
of his downfall; for when his maſter 
thinks him an object worth his notice, he 
willingly ſacrifices him to the juſtice and 
indignation of the public ; and, as a re- 
ward for fuch an cxcrtion of magnanimity 
and patriotiſm, ſecures his wealth in his 
own coffers. The life of the grand vizir is 


alſo, in other reſpects, a very precarious te- 
who arc continually engaged in plots and 
conſpiracies to accompliſh his ruin. If the 
ins of the em Paper, 1 
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fail of fucceſs, he forfeits his head: ſo 
that he muſt not only deſerve. good for- 
tune; but he muſt do more, he muſt 
zirs in conſtant attendance, to whom he 
refers affairs of little weight or conſe- 
multiplicity of trifling buſineſs. = 
In Turkey no dignity is hereditary, 
nor is any perſon advanced to diſtinction, 
in conſideration of his talents or his me- 
nt. It is even the conſtant policy of the 
Porte, to guard againſt the clevation of | 
the children of thoſe who have already 


family may lay the foundation of power, 
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of corruption An avowed and ſcandalous 
venality contaminates every branch of the 
adminiſtration, and the moſt worthleſs of 
men may purchaſe the privilege of being 
| bour, from the coffers of the public. 
| loweſt, is fold to the beſt bidder; and the 
money, which is thus baſely exacted, forms 
one of the principal bunches —— 
nne of the prince. 
The fixed and regular revenues of the 
; . produce of he ea; 


1 
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ſources of opulence, the fultan- amaſſes 
immenſe ſums by the plunder of thoſe 
who have accumula riches in his ſer- 
VICE ; by his ſucceſſion to the property of 
dis moſt opulent ſubjects; and by the va- 
able preſents which he receives from 
thoſe in office, and which always bear a 
Proportion to the emolument and dignity 
of the truſt. As his laſt reſource, when 
his treaſury is exhauſted, he ſeizes on the 
treaſures of the moſchs. 

The improvement, or the ſatisfaction 
which can be derived from travelling | 
through a country thus inhabited, and 
— nr vc for 


Such however, in a greater or a leſs de- 
gree, has been the ſcene, which I have 
reſidence in Turkey. Not that I mean 
to advance, that every man is equally de- 
praved, or that the amiable qualities of 
the heart are totally unknown; but that 
ſuch glaring inftances of oppreffion and 
rapaciouſneſs on one fide, and of fubmiſ- 
fion and puſillanimity on the other, are fo 
continually occurring, that one is led to 
defpiſe the predominant diſpoſition of the 
people. Haughty, cruel, and overbearing 
when in power ; that power annihilated, 
cringing, humble, and irrefolute ; their 
different ſituations only ſerve to delineate 
the various ſhades of a weak and vitiated 
In the hands of a well-governed, civi- 


would certainly be one of the moſt beau- 
tifal and productive countries in the 
world. Under the dominion of the Turks, 


the greateſt part of it is ſuffered to remain 
in an uncultivated ſtate; and if ſome 


then preſent itſelf, it is generally to be 


aſeribed to the bounties of Nature, and 


| not tothe cxcrtions, the ingenuity, or the 


LETTER XXIV. 


| Bu, July 5, 1798 
Wuar pleaſure can be more 


nn. 
periences on the day of emancipation ? 


were releaſed, on the 3oth of June, from 
our confinement at Tour Rouge, after 
having been detained there ten tedious 
days. With what velocity does time fly, 
when it is agreeably employed; but, 
when the mind is anxious and diſcon- 
| tented, how continually does it require 
. the ſpur! 
Sosse 
creaſed, in proportion to the numerous 
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obſtructions and diſappointments which 
bad, fince our departure from Conſtan- 
tinople, ſo frequently ſoiled our expecta- 
tions: and, I can affure you, that ſcarcely 
prevailed on us to deviate from the direct 
About a quarter of a mile from the la- 
there is an inn, which had ſupplied us 
with our ſcanty and'miſcrable fare, during 
to provide us with horſes for the firſt 
ſtage of our long journey. From the ſpc- 
cimen the landlord had already given us 
of his accommodations, I did not augur 
any good opinion of his ability in this 
way; nor was I far wrong, for his ſtud 


|  conkiſted but of three horſes; and, after | 


waiting a conſiderable time, we were at 


laſt obliged to have recourſe to the aid of a 
neighbouring farmer. Horſes which have 
been accuſtomed to the plough have no 
notion of a quick trot or a gallop. If, by 
dint of whipping and ſpurring, you can get 
them into what is called a jog trot, you ac- 
compliſh no ſmall matter; and, had it 
not been for the continual labour and ex- 
gone the plough-pace the whole way. 
Wben we reached the town of Tour 


” fo kind to us in our misfortunes. He . 


ceived us with a great deal of warmth ; 
inſiſted on our flopping to take ſome re- 
freſhments with him; and did every thing 
in his power to detain us the remainder 


of the day. I really regretted, that our 
arrangements would not permit us #0 
E 
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comply with his requeſt, for I ſhould have 
been very glad to have been better ac- 
quainted with him. We meet with ſo 
ew who are willing to ſerve us without 


Grameen cn owe 
governor of the caſtle of this place, to lay 
given: us by the director of the lazaretto, 
key, and had duly performed quarantine. 
The caſtle ſtands on the ſummit of a hill, 
and we mounted a full half mile before 
we reached the governor's apartments. 
We found him deeply engaged in his 
ſtudies, and furrounded with plans of 


1 tons and fortifications. He received us 


with the formal ceremony of an old Ger- 
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man officer who had paſſed his life in 
camps ; aſked us a few queſtions con- 
cerning our travels; and, having diſpatch- 
ed our buſineſs, attended us to the door, 


where, on account of the goodneſs of the 


that, after the bad fare and broken ſlum- 
bers of the lazaretto, our ſtrength might 
be a little recruited by the luxuries of a 
good dinner and a found fleep. 
I was much ſtruck with the peculiarity 
of. my bed, for, although very common 
in this country, it was different from any 
thing I had hitherto ſeen. Inſtead of a 
quilt and blankets ſor a covering; I was = 

7 
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ſupplied with a ſecond feather-bed, fo 
that my poſition at night was between 
two immenſe maſſes of feathers, and not, 
I can tell you, to my taſte at leaſt, a very 
comfortable one. To balance this in- 
convemence, they provided us, at a mo- 
derate expence, with an excellent dinner, 
and, in the morning, with a delicious 
breakfaſt. The chocolate of this country 
s, in fact, the beſt I have ever taſted. 
They have an admirable method of pre- 
| paring it, and they ſerve up with it a par- 
ticular kind of roll, which is faperior to 
the fineſt bread. I dare ſay you will ob- 
ſerve, that I ſpeak on theſe ſubjecks with 
an unuſual degree of animation; but if 
you had been living with us, for ten days, 
in that land of famine, Tour Rouge, you 
would not be at all farpriſed. 
Hermanſtadt is fituated in the middle 
Vor- I. .-- 
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of an extenſive plain, on the banks of a 
ſmall river, which, at the diſtance of a 
| ſew miles from the city, falls into the 
Alt. It is the capital of Tranſylrania *, 
ptinces of the country. It is large, po- 


portance, on account of the ſtrength of 
its fortifications, which are the principal 
defence of the frontiers of this part of the 
are regular and well paved. Water is 
conveyed through them by ſmall chan- 
£ * | 3 | 1 * | 
_ from Hungary, and is governed by diſtin laws, as I 
dwell fo little on the fuljef, I have not thought it 
worth while to inſert it in the running title, but have 
inchaded it under the general head of Hungury. 


pulous, and well-built, and is of great in- 
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res im this city, in which a plentiful 


* How far public graneries, „ 
anfwer the purpoſes, in times like the preſent, 
; mopolies, I cannot exaRty pretend to ſay. Thor 
ye ended with many pool — config 
ces; and the country requires the adoption. oy 
plan to reduce the high price of the indiſpenſable N 
ticles of life, which, gd ag 
they have done for the laſt two years, arc den 
more likely to Tuiu us, than the burden of our . 
tonal debt. 1 lament our preſent fituation fill more, 
beeauſe I am convinced, as far at leaſt as I can rely 
on my own obſervation, that it does hotariſe, by any 

means in its fall extent, from. real ſcarcity. In the 
| tourſe of the laſt ſummer, I travelled upwards of four- 
teen hundred miles over different parts of England, 
zal at the time the farmers were gathering in the 
harveſt. We had all — 6 —_ 
rn 
je of inquiry to every one. Their favourable ap- 
pearance was an object of general congratulation ; 
and although they did not threſh out ſo plentifully 

as was expected, yet they were got 3 
| damage and at little expence, and were on the whole 
very fair crops. Barley and oats were more than 


X 2 


ftock of wheat (which is ſtored undes 
ground, and preſerved for years without | 
damage) is in general depoſited. The air 
of this part of the country is unhealthy, 
and is faid to occafion the gout, a com- 
222222 


— without the affiſtance x 


uſually abundant. But not only wheat is. at an enor- 
every individual neceſſary of life. It really is an ob- 
- ject of moſt ſerious concern, and ſomething muſt be 
done to check the progreſs of this alarming evil. If 
proviſions continue to increaſe in price, or even if 
_ they do not materially diminiſh, the poor cannot poc- 
fibly ſubſiſt without a proportional increaſe of wages, 
which will have an immediate effet on the price of 
our manufaftures, and will ultimately be felt by the 
whole commerce of the country. Purſue this hypo- 
theſis; keep on increaſing ; 2 wheee the 
3 rnninats®. * bt 


14S Save the cheve note was waltham, we en fs 
what a ſmall degree the ſcarcity was real, and by what de- 
lien and mal-prafiices, the price was fo gd 
kept up. . | 
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the- air. But I muſt not think of thoſe 
guzzling gormandizing feaſts, where eat- 
 itmg and drinking are the fole enjoyment 
and occupation; and where the charms: 
viviality, are loſt in the clamours of riotous 
, or 22 — to me human 


leQed to apply to Sir Robert Ainſlic for 
. 5 paſſport, a paper which, although un- 


2 4 


966... 
the honour of thoſe, who have the management of 
this department, that fuch an exorbitant fam as three 
guineas ſhould be exafted, before one can be obtain- 
ed. I am fure this was not the intention of parlia- 
any thing for 2 paſſport on the continent, and that 
was at Paris, -at the time the king was on his trial. 


X 3 
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omiſſion might have been the occaſion of 
much trouble and delay, had it not been 
Rahl, the governor of the city. 

We had mentioned this affair to 
monſieur Maltus, who gave us a letter of 
recommendation to a friend of his, that 
. enjoyed ſome poſt under the governor. 
Anxious to get this buſineſs expedited, 
as foon as we arrived at Hermanſtadt, we 
waited on this gentleman, and delivered 
our letter. It was a fultry day, and we 
found him fitting, without his coat, under 


with the purport of our errand, he faid = 
g 
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be ſhould be extremely happy to ſerve us, 
and. offercd to attend us to the governor's 
bow much we were preſſed for time, and 
urged him fo forcibly to go that day, that 
we in the end prevailed. He firſt put 
laſtly his ſword ; and thus formally equip- 
long, which, added to his corpulency and 
the heat of the weather, made him pant 
fo, that I quite pitied him, and almoſt re- 
gretted having dragged him from the in- 
dolence of repoſe, which he ſeemed to be 
enjoying ſo much, whilſt reclining in the 
ſhade of his tent. When we got to the 
governor's houſe, he only ſtopped to in- 
troduce us, and then hurried back to his 
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the circumſtances of our fituation, not 
| was neceſſary, but preſſed us to dine with 
him the following day, which however, 
notwithſtanding the civility with which 
the invitation was urged, we had the ſelf- 
| denial to decline. | | 
In the evening we went to the theatre, 
play is, at all times, an entertainment I 
delight in, and it had, in this inſtance, 
the additional recommendation of no- 
velty. The actors and actreſſes were to- 
lerably decent, and the theatre, which 
we were there, an Hungarian officer en- 
very inquiſitive about England, which, he 
bid, he intended to take an carly oppor- 
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were at a loſs how to return home. He 
immediately offered his affiſtance, and ſhel- 
tered by his cloak and umbrella, we all three 
contrived to reach the inn, without get- 
ting wet, where, after thanking him for 

Tranſylvania is a part of the ancient © 
Dacia, which fo long reſiſted the efforts 
of the Roman arms. The inhabitants 
| have always been of a turbulent and war- 
the treaty of Carlowitz in 1699, it has 


nuary, the conferences having laſted upwards of two 
months. For the particulars of it, fee FHiftoire de 
Fempire Ottoman; par Mignot, tom. iv. p. 38. * 
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been annexed to the patrimonial domi- 
nions of the houſe of Auſtria, which, 
however, does not derive any great reve- 
ſyſtem ſtill obtains. The ariſtocracy is 
in a ſtate of abje& vaſſalage. Where theſe 
wide and unjuſt diſtinctions exiſt be- 
tween the rich and the poor, neither the 
one nor the other can be happy. They 
mity: the rich muſt be always fearful of 
which they have no right to retain : the 
poor, fecling the weight of their indigence 
for an opportunity of redrefling their 
wrongs, and of relieving themſelves from 
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Tranſylvania is naturally fertile ; but 
it is not like thoſe parts of Europe, where 


inch is nn with the riches af the 


country. Agriculture and the arts have 
yet much. to accompliſh; and you may, 
in ſome parts, travel for miles, and have 
only to lament how little Nature has been 
country are ſalt, wheat, and wine, and the 
mountains abound with rich mines of va- 
rious kinds of metal. 

We left Hermanſtadt on the firſt 
of July, immediately after breakfaſt, 
and a few ſtages beyond it, we paſſed 
through Mullenbach, which is a fortified 
elle. | 


316  RAVELS 


The country in the neighbourhood of 
Dern is mountainous and pidtureſque, and 
and wild fowl of every deſcription: but 


* 
paſſed, for 1t was covered with rafts, load- 
deſcending the river to different parts of 
| About ſeven years ago, this part of 
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$17 
and burnt the houſes of the nobility, and 
declared they would never lay down their 
arms, till they had delivered their country 
from the horrors of vaſſalage: a noble ob- 
. deration. — — 
twelve” thouſand in number, and were fo 
formidable, both on account of their 
— 28 efets _ 

We anived at . * an the 3h, 


- * Temefwar was baile by the ancient kings | 
of Hungary, and has fuftained ſeveral obſtinate fieges. 
It was taken, in 2551, by Achomatus, whom Soly- 
Europe, See Knolles's Turkiſh Hiſt. vol. i. p. 527. 

In 1716, it was retaken by prince Eugene of Savoy, 
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about nine o'clock in the morning, where 
we ſtopped but a few hours. The con- 
try from Deva, is fertile, and tolerably 
well cultivated; and, as it approaches 
Temeſwar, is chiefly employed in the 
growth of grain. This city is at no great 
diſtance from the frontiers of Tranſybva- 
nis, und uad on an extenſive plain, | 
which is watered by the river Temes. 
It is large, populous, and well built, and 
its fortifications are the ſtrongeſt in the 
| From Temefwar we proceeded to Ka- 
niſcha, a few miles beyond which, we 
choſſed the Theys in a ferry-boat. The 


for the eniperor Charles VI, after a fiege of ten 
weeks. See Hiſtoire de Earn, Otoman, par 
Mignot, tom. iv. p. 225. 

By the treaty of im, in 2718, all Han- 
gary and Sclavonia a wer ſecured to the houſe of 


* 
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fant, being ornamented with woods, and 
nao tection. 

Shortly after withy v6 Tws, .- 
arrived at Szegedin, which is a large, well 
fortified town, fituated on the banks of 
| that river, immediately oppoſite the 
mouth of the Maroſch. 

ne wo nathe- Dad, wo. pulthes 
through ſeveral conſiderable places, of 
which I have nothing intereſting torelate. 
furprifing neatneſs of the villages, which 
are very mamerous. All the bouſes are 
white-waſhed, and uniforraly built ; and 
every tenant has a plat of ground, which 
ſeparates his houſe from his neighbour s. 
This was a ſcene which I truly enjoyed; 


for I furvey, with much purer delight, 
the comforts of the poor, than the mag- 
mificence of the rich. Magnificence is 
confined to a few, which few it does not 


in reality make happicr, and when once 


the heart wherever it is found: it is the 
more it is diffuſed, the greater is the fa- 
tisſaction which it creates. 3 
mee, 
varied, it moſtly conſiſts of extenſive 
tracts, covered with different kinds of 
grain, which article forms one of the 
principal branches of the commerce of 


through corn; fields, for ſeveral miles to- 
gether, and, as the farmers were gather- 
ing in the harveſt, the ſcene which they 


time; but comfort gladdens and warms 


n 
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LETTER Xv. 


Vieuas, July 8, 2798. 
Buya is the capital of Lower 
Hungary, and is the largeſt and moſt po- 


fantly fituated on a riſing ground, on the 
weſtern fide of the Danube, and is fur- 
rounded by a delightful country, which 


produces excellent grain, and wine of the 


fineſt flavour *. 

It is a place of great antiquity, and 
| few have experienced more total or more 
- frequent revolutions. For near two cen- 
tunes, it was a conſtant object of con- 


» Tokay, fo celebrated for the delicious flavour of 
its wines, is about 100 miles to the caſt of Buda. 


9 


pulous city in the kingdom. It is plea- 
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tention between the Chriſtians and Turks, 


who in that ſpace of time befieged it 


twelve times; and it was not finally ſe- 
—_——— 
of Carlowitz in 1699. 


* Solyman the Magnificent, in 1526, became 
maſter of Buda, after the deſperate battle of Mohatz, 
in which Lewis the Ild, king of Hungary, periſhed 
with 18,000 men. The following year, it fell into 
the hands of the Archduke Ferdinand, the compe- 


 titor for the crown againſt John Zapoli. In : 529, 


Solyman retook it, and placed Zapoli on the throne. 


He died in 21549, and, the following year, his 


widow Ifabella was obliged to remit Buda into the 
hands of the Turks, who kept poſſeffion of it till 
the year 1686. It ſuffered from the Chriſtians, dur- 
were all incffeftual. At laſt, on the ad of Septem- 
ber 1686, the emperor's forces, under the command 
of the duke of Loraine, again got poſſeſom of it, 
after they had beſieged it vigorouſly for nearly three 


made 2 moſt valiant defence. The Turks were fo 
irritated againſt their at the loſs of this 
city, that their clamour never ceaſed till they had 
effected the depoſition of Mahomet IVih.—See 
Knolles's and Mignot's Hiſtories of the Ottoman 
Empire. 
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ſeffion of it for one hundred and forty- 
ſtructed ſeveral moſchs and baths, many 
of which fall remain. But whilft they 
adorned it in this reſpect, they either de- 
ſiroyed, or fuffered to fall to decay, the 
which Sigiſmund * had erected. 
| There is fill, however, a fine palace 
here, belonging to the emperor, which 
rich and cxtenſive proſpect. It is a ſpa- 
cious and regular piece of architeQure, 
fitted up, in the French taſte. They alſo 


© which is of conſiderable extent, and ſtrong- 
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The emperor's regalia, as king of 
Hungary, are ufually kept in this palace; 
but on account of the coronations, which 
are ſhortly to take place, the richeſt ar- 
ticles have been removed. He was 
crowned in this city, king of Hungary, 
but a few days before our arrival; fo that, 
had it not been for our unfortunate deten- 
tion at Tour Rouge, we ſhould have been 
preſent at the ceremony, which was con- 
duced with great ſplendour and ſolem- 
nity. Near the palace there is a fortreſs, 


ly defended by baſtions and towers. 

The public baths, which we went to 
ſee, are not very elegant; but they are 
ſupplied with water of an aſtoniſhing na- 
tural heat, and are ſo cflicacious in gouty 

T3 


reſort from all parts of the kingdom to 
take the benefit of them. 

There is an univerſity at Buda; but 
learning may be faid to be in its infancy, 
in every part of Hungary, The inhabi- 
tants are not yet ſufficiently poliſhed and 
Faits of the underſtanding; nor do they 
ments which the arts and ſciences uni- 
embelliſh, add to the uſcfulneſs and the 
comforts of life. 

Oppoſite Buda, on the caſtern fide of 
not ſo large, is a much handſomer city. 
which, in the days of the elective mo- 
narchy, the ſtates of Hungary uſed to 
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afſemble in arms and on horſeback, to 
execute the folemn right of chooſing 
jar, and well paved, and many of the 
houſes are built of poliſhed tone. It has 
expenenced nearly the fame fate as Bu- 
da; having generally fallen with it, or 
by a noble wooden bridge, which is nearly 
half s mile in length, and Her en f 
There is a handſome theatre, both at 
Peſt and Buda, where plays arc aftcd, 


every night alternately, at this ſeaſon of 
the year. We were preſent at one of their 


perſonages, connected with that melan- 


and we could not help laughing at the gro- | 
Ekzabeth, the elegant Leiceſter, the ac- 
cal, for, in order to excite a compaſiion, 
raiſed by the perſonal charms and graces 
of her repreſentative, the unfortunate 
Mary, by means of a juggling apparatus, 
trivance was this. The head was placed 
on a block, and an axe was ſuſpended 
over it. When the axe fell, the head 
for 'the neck, into a baſket, which, had 
it deen neatly managed, would have been 
no bad deception; but, unfortunately, 
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from ſome blunder of the mechaniſt, the 
axe, as it was deſcending, twirled round 
two or three times, and miſſed its aim. 
This accident was not, however, allowed | 
to retard the cataſtrophe, for the head 
nevertheleſs performed its part, and found 
its way into the baſket. How foreign to 
good taſte are theſe bloody ſcenes! they 
are, indeed, one of the chief reproaches 
of our own ſtage, which, in other re- 
ſo much ſuperiority. The nobility, at 
leaſt thoſe who are in affluence, live in 
profuſe ſplendour; keep a great many 
As we had not been in bed ſince we 
leſt Hermanſtadt, we were glad to avail 
which a comfortable inn afforded ; and 
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i Buda till the next morn- 
remained at 
8 when we ſet off for Preſburg, where 
i on 
NL to Comorn is 
in Europe. It is ornamented and 
ky he Dank ul vt 
rched by the golden profpet of « 
ited a very oppoſite view. —_— 
_ between the Turks 
2 of many a 
hard-fought battle, and experienced all 
irty-fix miles to the 
. 
. 
_ tila and his * = _ 
3 ambaſſadors of the Roman 
— nern 
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the horrors of bloodſhed and deſolation. 
From theſe fatal contentions the popula- 
although the ravages on the human race 
are ſoon repaired, in a country where 
couraged ; where freedom and commerce 
flouriſh ; and where the life of a citizen is 
confidered as an additional bleſſing and 
ſupport to the ſtate; yet, without theſe 
incentives, if it does not decreaſe, it at 
moſt remains ſtationary, and a war, or a 
plague, or a famine, inflicts a loſs which 
is felt for ages. 
| Comorn is a large, well-built, and 
populous town, with a caſtle and ſtrong 
fortifications. It is of a triangular ſhape, 
and is fituated in a pleaſant country, on 
the ſouth-caſt corner of the iſland of 


Schut, on the ſpot where the branches of 
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the Danube unite. In the year 1593 
the Turks, who beſieged it with a nu- 
merous army and a large flect of ſhips. 
The pacha Sinan, who had the command 


the length and obſtinacy of the ſiege, at 


laſt endeavoured to corrupt the governor, 
and ſent into the town, under a flag of 
truce, five Turks, with the offer of a con- 
fiderable bribe if he would deliver up the 
place. But the Hungarian proved faith- 


ful to his truſt, and was ſo incenſed at 
the infult that had been offered to his 


honour, that he ordered the heads of four 
of the meſſengers to be cut off, and, fix- 
ing them on ſpears, diſplayed them on 
the ramparts. The fifth he ſent back to 
the pacha, to inform his maſter of what 
he had done, and that he rejected his 


| 
| 
N 
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offer with ſcorn. This decifive conduct 
e eee 
TY 
— — 
river of the ſame name, juſt where it 
—_ — 7 —_ i 
m GC 
the two rivers, and is a place of great 
nts 006 pn Ros ee ns 
tial, and the cathedral and univerſity are 


rfiting ious to their attack 


on Comorn, the Turks inveſted Raab, | 
to the archduke, but his treachery had 
See Knolles's Turkiſh Hiſtory, vol. i. p. 734. 
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been already fully revealed by one of the 
party concerned, and he and his accom- 
plices were executed at Vienna a ſew 
months after *. 
burg, is excellent, and interſects a rich 
and well cultivated country, abounding 
in grain, wine, wood, and ſine paſturages, 
Which preſent a great variety of elegant 
Preſburg is the capital of Upper Hun- 
gary, and is delightfully fituated on the 
banks of the Danube. The ſtreets are 
ſpacious and regular, and the houſes are 


* See FHiſt. de Emp. Ottoman. par Mignot, 
tom ii. p. 255.—Raab remained in the hands of the 
Turks till the year 2 598, when it was retaken, by 
which time it has continued in poſſeſſion of the 


Auſtrians. 
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ſtrong, and the palaces of the emperor. 


I inform you, i 
dence of about twelve hundred ſtudents. 
We took an early dinner at Preſburg, 
and after a delightful ride, chiefly on the 
borders of the Danube, we entered the 
metropolis of the German empure, a little 

| Notwithſtanding the latencfs of the 


hour, and our repeated affurances, that 
our trunks contained nothing but wearing 
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apparel, we were obliged to drive to the 
cuſtom houſe, and to remain there a con 
ſiderable time, which was employed in 
the firit examination of every article of 
had finiſhed, had the impudence to aſk 
us for money, which, you may be fure, 
after the unneceſſary trouble they had 
occaſioned, we were not in a humòur to 
beftow ; and I muſt own, I felt ſome lit- 
tle ſatisſaction in diſappointing the rapa- 
eiouſneſ of theſe modern harpies. 
Hungary is, on the whole, a very 
fine country. The climate is good, and 
the foil fertile. It — wid and 


„„ - The Huns of Attila. 
2. The Avares in the 3 3- The Turks 
or Magiars, the immediate and genuine anceſtors of 
the modern Hungarians, whoſe connexion with the 
82 22 
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cn, and all kinds of vegetables, in 
abundance, and in great perſechion. 
Game and wild fowl are plentiful, and 
the breed of ſheep and horſes is much 
eſteemed. In the mountains there are rich 
and extenſive mines of gold, filver, lead, 
and other metals; and the falt mines are 


hardy, well-formed race of men. They 
one — 2 „2 
and cruel; ; Rndof dents. dating, eps 


good cheer ; 22. 000”; 
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turbulent purfuits of a military life than 
of peace. Their dreſs is becoming, 
and peculiarly adapted to fet off the 
ſhape to the beſt advantage. It condiſts 
of a fur cap, a cloſe coat and a cloke, 
are ſo common, that many a gentleman 
has paſſed his life, without having ever 
ſhave their beards, except the upper lip, 
which is generally adorned with a pair of 
huge whiſkers. The rich live in idlenefs, 
in huxury, and pomp; the poor arc prin- 
cipally employed in agriculture ; and the 

trade of the kingdom is carried on chiefly 
ſome, well formed, and of a fair com- 
plexion; and their dreſs, which hears a 
cloſe affinity to that of the Grecian la- 


Ges, is elegant and fantaſtic. During the 
winter, both the men and women guard 
by clothing themſelves in furs, and heat- 
chiefly from the duties on cattle and falt, 
js little more than fufficient to defray the 
charges of garriſons and fortifications, and 
the other expences of the government. 
1 
gulations, which both the poſt-maſters 
2 on the road 
de - a6 
horſes out at graſs, and were always de- 
| tained an hour or two before we could | 
| proceed. There are, indeed, fo few u. 
Z 2 
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vellers in this country, that the only me- 
bod of avoiding delay is to diſpatch 
a couner the day before, to announce the 
the poſt-maſters were extremely uncivil, 
parts, diſtinguiſhed the poſtillions, was a 
coarſe dirty ſhirt and a pair of . 
trowſers. Theſe two articles compoſed 
the whole of their dreſs, and perhaps the 
whole of their wardrobe. It muſt be al- 
cannot be very coſtly; yet, to prove how | 
far economy may be carried, the ſhirt 
was never long enough to tuck into the 
trowſers, ſo that, in windy weather, how- 
ever great might be the modeſty of the 


colour of his back. The accommodations 
at the. inns were, in general, far from 
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or three hours; for if there was any ftock 
| was not only to cook, but to kill. 

On the road from Buda to Vienna 
— in ey 
milly ound the bor i the fables, and 
ates or half an hour, which was fuch a 
— improvement, that, by the 
- 


Yours, &c. 


LETTER XXVI 


Wenne, July 19, 1392. 
Contain with London, Pu- 
tis, and Conſtantinople, Vienna is not d 
large city; yet it is as large as, perſiaps, 
in ſound policy, any city ſhould be. Ati 
overgrown metropolis is always a difad- 
vantage to a county, im every point of 
view. It drains it of its wealth, its pro- 
viſions, and its population; and is the 
ſource of diffipation, corruption, and 
Crimes. 
rn find * 
ing on a fruitful plain, which is wa- 
tered by the Danube and ſeveral ſmaller 
rivers. It is the capital of the German 


| 0 
712. -GAMMANT — 
preſent he is at Frankfort, _— 
—— jon is ſhortly to take place. Within 
— nce, it is very confined. I — 
houſes, \ which me chicty plated - 
white-waſhed, are well built, and 
rell paved. IND 
* os 0 
a wir en 
= of the 1 
d © different occalions, at a great 
93% 
4 from which they are f 
than the city, ” — 
an eſplanade of about 
— where no buildings are 
dred 1 


* 81 ' _ 


to be erected. — 

ed on account of the fortifications, which 
arc conſidered as of the utmoſt import- 
ance, and which, indeed, have enabled 
— ———_— 


* 


ſieges 


Wenns has 6 ay and d . 


and fuch is the concourſe of firangers, 
that you frequently have an opportunity = 
—_— 


e 
1 beſieged it in Sept. 1529, but was obliged to 


abandon « with Gigpace, afher cuntinning before it 
near three weeks. 


It ſuffered from the Turks a ſecond dreadful fiege 
in 2683, and would have fallen into their hands, had 
i net bens Rntanancly relicvad by Jakes Tuba king 
. of Poland,  ' - 

aa 
ſee Knolles's Turkiſh Hift. vol. i. p. 411, and Sir 


Pau] Rycaut's Hiſtory of the. Turks, p. 10g, 
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every nation in Europe congregated on 
The. houſes, in fat, are not fafficient for 
the inhabitants, and a different ue 
occupies every floor. 
— evo, 
of Vienna is computed to amount to two 
bundeed and ten thouſand fouls. It 'is | 
be edifices, nor are the houſes of indivi- 
duals diſtinguiſhed, in their outward ap- 
Pens for „ their nend- 
| 2 
of architecture, or richneſs of decora- 
tion. Thoſe which are moſt admired are 
the cathedral of St. Stephen, and the 
church of St. Charles. The former is a 


r 
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which is reckoned one of the higheſt in 
- Europe. It is ornamented, both within 
and without, with a great many ſtatues 
— oat 
boo — 
IVth and prince Eugene. The latter is built 
after the model of St. Peter's at Rome, 
and was erected, at the beginning of the 
preſent century, by the Greek merchants, 
| eſtabliſhed in this city, as a teſtimony of 
their gratitude for the grant of ſome 
the Jefuits, the Cordeliers, and the Ca- 
larly the latter, which is the place where 
the princes and princeſſes of the houſe of 
Auſtria are interred, in an immende fub- 
folcums are erected to their memory. In 
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a few of the chitrches there are ſothe good 
The fee of the cee ot little be- 
ſpeaks the refidence of the firſt prince in 
Obriſtendom. It forths two fides of 4 
quadrangle, and is an extenſive building ; 
but the wills, which are plaſtered, it 
much out of repair, and fo «borhinably 
dirty, that its -appearatice is (if pollible) 
more fab and conteinptible than that 
of out Se. James's. _ 
to the cinperor, which fully compre 
for the want of a fumptuous palace; and 
the maynificence of the imperial library 
and the arſenal cannot well be furpaſſed. 
The great hall of the former is in the 
form of a croſs. The domes and ceiling 
are adorned with paintings, repreſenting 
the arts, and are ſupported by pillars in 


imitation: of variegated marble. Under 
the centre dome is erected a fine ſtatue, 
in white marble, of the emperor Charles 
the VIth, who was the founder of this 
of the: princes of the houſe of Auſtria, 
which there is a remarkably fine one of 
Pyrrhus), arc ranged round the hall; and 
thoſe parts of the walls which are ſeen, 
are incruſted with marble. The number 
of volumes amounts to above three hun- 
de thouſand, beſides manuſcripts, of 
which there is a large and valuable 
 colleion, compriſing, among others, the 
two moſt ancient copies that exiſt of Livy 
and Dioſcorides. But the greateſt rarity 
which this library can boaſt of is the origi- 

nals, which paſſed in the year of Rome 
2 
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copy, is the oldeſt extant. It is drawn 
on a roll of parchment, not above a foot 


ceifion, without any regard to their rela- 
2. A volume of Peruvian hicrogly- 
phics, which was ſeized by the Spaniards, 
when they firſt invaded that part of Ame- 
rica. . The ſymbols are, I think, more 
munen 
8 
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3- An orrery, which is a moſt won- 
lem, and regulated in its movements 
by clock-work. In 
| In a ſmall paſſage, at the bottom of 
the ſtaircaſe, which leads to the librazy, 
there are ſeveral ancient farcophagi. One 
is adorned, in front, with a fine bas-relief, | 
which is ſuppoſed to repreſent the battle 

The arſenal is a ſpacious ſquare build- 
| thouſand men. They arc arranged with | 
buch farprifing ſkill, that the devices, al- 
were invented to excite terrour and diffuſe 
defolation, only remind us of the mild- | 
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In another room are oftentatiouſly 
— W 


which the Geamens have waged war. I 
felt a kind of national pride, when I was 
told, that they could boaſt of none week 
ed from the Engliſh. 7 
In the court-yard there are two cu- 
rious canons of an immenſe fize; two 
gigantic mortars; and an iron chain; 
* which were all taken from the Turks. 
long, is fuſpended, in ſeſtoons, round the 
walls which encloſe the yard, and each 
lnk weighs from twenty-two to twenty- 
four pounds. It was formerly made uſe 
of by Gn Tinds to Hock up the palligy 
of the Danube near Buda. 
The cabinet of natural hiſtory con- 
| tainsanoble aſſortment of folfils, minerals, | 
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ſpars, and precious ſtones, which are ar- 
ranged according to their claſſes; and the 
collection of medals is one of the largeſt 
The gallery of pictures belonging to 
prince Lichtenſtein is the fineſt in Vienna, 
are ſo happily expreſſed, that they muſt, 
I think, at firſt fight, deceive the eye of 
the minuteſt critic. There is alſo an old 
man's head, which is a late production, 
ſkill, that the more cloſely you ers- 
mine it, the more natural it appears. 
Flooked at it for ten minutes, through a 

Vol. II. Aa 
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glaſs, and could ſcarcely perſuade 
that it was an inanimate object. 
The univerſity is a handſome edifice, 
built by Francis Iſt and Maria Thereſa. 
It was originally founded by the em- 
peror Frederick IId, and is a noble inſti- 
tution. Phyſic, furgery, theology, na- 
tural philoſopby, hiftory, civil and canon 
ſervatory, belonging to this univerſity, are 
ment, two of the theatres may be re- 
marked for their elegance; but, at pre- 
In the fuburbs, there is a large amphi- 
theatre, where, in imitation of the an- 


* 
. 
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cients, combats of wild beafts, and bull- 
| days. Curioſity prompted me to god there 
once, but I confeſs that I received no 
where the ſpectators fit, are ranged in 
rows one above the other, and the loweſt 
— of Ol 1 
ſcrange ſcene of confuſion. A wolf, a 
bear, a wild boar, a fox, and a monkey, 
were turned out together. The monkey, 
fit to run up a pole, which ſtands in the 
centre of the arena, to ſecure himſelf 
low. The wild boar made an attack on 
Aa 2. 


wolf and fox were hunted by dogs, 
being over, ſeveral bulls were turned out, 
and baited; after which a man entered 
on | horſeback, armed with a fpear, 
with which he attacked one of them. 
But he was more than his match : and 
of blood, he leaped from his horſe, and, 
into his brain. The beaſt inſtantly fell, | 
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veral other bulls were afterwards baited 
by dogs; and, to make them furious, 
they were not only goaded by the keepers, = 
but a couple of cats, tied together by a 
each. The laſt animal that was exhibited 
was a byſon, and about a dozen large 
protect them from his horns, ſet on him 
at once. But he was ſo ficree and out- 
His eyes flaſhed with fire; every muſcle 
of his body was in action; and he toffed 
them one aſter the other, over and over, 
till they were at laſt fo diſheartened, that 
I am told that, now and then, a fine 
hon is turned out, but that, on this 
Aa 3 
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loſe at leaſt one of their dogs. This 
noble and intrepid animal, when the 
within his reach, he firetches out his 
his foot on his neck, and holds him down 
till he has ſtrangled him. At intervals, | 
he lifts up his foot, and whilft there are 
any figns of life he always puts it down 
again, determined to have his revenge. 
| I have been particular in my account 
of this ſpectacle, becauſe it is to be met 
with in very few of the modern fiates of 
Europe. It is, in fact, a barbarous diver- 
fron, and might, I think, in this refined 
age, be diſpenſed with. It has, however, 
its advocates in this city, and I was ſur- 
Priſed to fee it fo well attended, eſpe- 
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cially by the fair ſex, who were certainly 
never deſigned to be the ſpectators of 
theſe bloody ſports. Perhaps they do 
not conſider, that what is at firſt viewed 
| with diſguſt or emotion, cuſtom, by de- 
grees, wall frequently reconcile us to; 
and that if once we allow ourſelves to be 
familiarized with the ſufferings of the 
the ax to the root of ſenſibility, and im- 


is not diſgraced by licenſed theatres for the repre- 
ſentation of theſe ſports, yet, by a proper interference 
of the magiſtracy,. they might be more diſcouraged. 

The ſhocking, favage manner in which cattle is 
3riven about the fireets of London, is alſo a ſubject 
which well deſerves reprehenſfion. It either proves 
that our police laws are very defeRtive, or that they 
are not enforced. 
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Belvedere is the name of a palace, be- 
longing to the emperor, which is pleaſant- 
ly fituated in the ſuburbs, and was once 
the reſidence of the great prince Eugene. 
It contains a large, though by no means a 
choice, collection of paintings. Some 
few of them are however much eſteem- 
ed, and are the produQtions of the firſt | 
maſters. The gardens of Belvedere, which 
are extenſive, and are laid out with great 
taſte, are opened every day for the amuſe- 
palace, called Schonbrunn, at the diſtance 
manding, on one fide, a view of the 
fuburbs of Vienna, and, on the other, of 
the halls of Hungary. The gardens have 


THROUGH GERMANY. 361 


been ornamented, at an immenſe ex- 
tains, and caſcades; and in one part of 


— 
birds and beaſts. 


' Amongſt the public walks, in the en- 
 virons of the city, the Prater and the Au- 
latter is much to be preferred. It is ex- 
ceedingly well planted with trees, and is 
bounded on one fide by the Danube. In 
| theſe gardens, there is a — and 


from town, he has a menagery of wild 


boars, ſtocked with near a thouſand of 
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faſhiori, ſecures an introduction to the 
moſt polite circles, and every mark of at- 
tention, civility, and reſpect, is cagerly 
heaped on firangers. If the Germans 
have been juſtly accuſed of dulnefs and 
phlegm ; if they have ſeldom ventured to 
explore the realms of genius and fancy; | 
fufficient, to render them an agreeable 
and reſpectable people. If they have not 
produced fo many great poets, or original 
authors as England or France, yet they 
can boaſt of ſome, whoſe talents have 
been rarely ſurpaſſed, and of whom any 
country might be proud. To that inde- 
fatigable diligence and profound crudition, 
by which they have fo eminently diſtin- 
for ſeveral of the moſt valuable editions of 
the claflics, and for the clucidation of 
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which might otherwiſe, to this day, have 
remained in obſcurity. They have a great 
talent for mechanics; are fond of muſic, 
horſes, ſplendid equipages, and good 
cheer ; and are, generally ſpeaking, honeſt 
and caſtes, As 2 "NE are 
from their infancy, to the ſevereſt diſ- 
„ 


naments of dreſs; but which, by being 
carried to an extravagant exceſs, only ren- 
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the French, they manage the buſineſs of 
all notions of jealoufy, and all ſeruples of 
conſcience, and, without reſtraint or diffi- 
which on the continent is ſo prevalent 
with married people, is to me, as I hope 
it may ever remain, quite incompreher | 
ing that, in theſe countries, mankind is 
compounded of materials, and endowed 
with propenſities and ideas, totally dit 
operation, from thoſe which prevail in Old 
England. To a well regulated mind, or 
to a ſoul of any feeling whatever, marriage 
| muſt conſtitute the torment or the ſe- 
licity of life, and of all connexions, it 
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ſeems to be that which admits leaſt of a 
ate of torpid inſenfibility. It may, no 
doubt, in many inſtances, be productive 
of miſery ; but when it is founded on 
mutual love and refpeR, ariſing from a 
correſpondence of talent, of ſentiment, of 
diſpoſition, of purſuit, it is the moſt ten- 
the moſt endearing, of all human ties. It 
is the bond which encireles our parents, our 
children, our friends; which connects us 
with the great maſs of ſociety; and which 
as the moſt pleaſing, duties of our nature. 
It is an union which blunts the edge of 
lence of paſſion; which renders more cx- 
 quiſitely fuſceptible every faculty of en- 


irreſiſtible charm over every period of 
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1 is the only folid baſis 
of public happineſs and proſperity, and 
that the religion, the morality, and the 
freedom of a ſtate, derive, both their 
origin and their protection, from the pu- 
—— a 

diſpoſitions of nations vary. One is 
diſtinguiſhed for genius, another for judg- 
ment; one for courage, another for pu- 
ſillanimity; one for induſtry, another for 
idleneſs; in ſhort, every nation, like in- 
dividuals, is characteriſed by ſome pre- 
dominant feature : but, as with indivi- 
duals alſo, that people is not entitled to 
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our refpedt, however renowned for ta- 
lents, unleſs they alſo poſſes the good 
qualities of the heart ; unleſs the inclina- 
tion to ſerve mankind unite with the 
degree of energy and effulgence, fufficient 
to diſperſe thoſe clouds of vice, which, at 
and which threaten the exiftence of 
whatever commands our veneration, or is 
entitled to our eſteem. To 
have ſeen every thing which this city af- 
fords to gratify the curiofity of ſtrangers. 
In the courſe of another week, we purpoſe 
ſetting off for Venice, whence we ſhall 
make our intended tour of Italy. 
Yours, &c. 


THE END. 
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